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The pattern grows, the well-depicted flower, Soa hiceaiee 

DREDGE Wrought patiently into the snowy lawn, mie cuits oust: 
ee Unfolds its bosom, buds and leaves and sprigs, 

And curling tendrils, gracefully dispersed, 
Follow the nimble fingers of the fair— 
A wreath that cannot fade of flowers that blow 
With most success when all besides decay.” 
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THE LACK BOOK 
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Part I—The Growth of Lace 


* found in even the most primitive and 
barbarous nations is responsible for the 
production of the finest and most costly 
trimming which can be lavished upon 
costume. The progressive steps have 

been slow and interesting, the first having been taken as | REDE 
far back as the tenth century before Christ, in the land of 8 
the Pharaohs, whose mummy-cases yield up work made 
on flax cloth with coloured threads, and patterns drawn 
and worked in geometric design or with inscriptions. 
The luxury-loving Greeks and Romans ornamented their 
togas and peplums with graceful patterns wrought in con- 
trasting colours or in gold. Garments, when fresh and 
new, needed no ornament about the immediate edge, but 
as they became frayed and worn the threads were twisted 
and stitched together, and little by little, from such 
humble beginnings, grew the beautiful fabric we call 
lace. 

The fancy for ornamental edges during medizval times 
sought expression in diverse ways, and by 1250 we read 
in various accounts of men’s and women’s clothes being 
“slittered, dagged, and jagged,” which means that the 
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THE LACE BOOK 


edges were cut in patterns of leaves and flowers and 
bound about with a strip of cloth or cord, or sometimes 
a thread of gold, or the decoration might be cut from 
velvet and sewed on. 

Primarily the word lace signified a line or small cord 
of silk thread or any material which was used to tie to- 
gether portions of clothing, among both civilians and the 
military, as the doublet and hose, the sleeves to the body, 
or the stays and bodices of ladies’ dresses. In the “‘Paston 
Letters,” where so many of the fashions of the times are 
mentioned, in the year 1469 John Paston wrote to his 
brother: “I pray you bring home points and laces of 
silk for you and me,” which referred to these laces, made 
of silk, for tying the clothes together. “Points” were the 
metal tags on the ends of the laces to keep them from 
ravelling. There is no reference to lace other than this in 
the book, although there are many references to clothes, 
their fashion and trimming. But Lady Paston followed 
the manners of the times in placing her daughters in the 
families of persons of high rank, who had them trained 
in the various accomplishments deemed necessary for 
well-born females, among which skill with the needle 
held an important place. Royal ladies wrought their 
endless tapestries and embroideries with needles of gold, 
and used up pounds of gold thread besides, some of them 
working merely to pass away time otherwise unoccu- 
pied, and others, like the unhappy Mary Stuart, who 
was famous for her skill at needlework, endeavouring to 
bridge over the tedium of a weary captivity. 
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No two languages use the same word for this fabric. 
In English it is lace, from Jacier, to fasten. Lace in fests 
French is either passement, dentelle, or guipure. The 
Germans call it spitzen ; the Italians, merletto or trina ; 
pizz0 is the Genoese, while the Spaniards call it encaje. 
Flanders calls its priceless product peerlen, while the 
Dutch have it Aanten, and the Portuguese, renda. 

Two countries claim to be the birthplace of lace,— 
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Flandersand Italy ; and while the Dutch have contributed Sie eas 
more to the making of thread lace, it seems undoubtedly jRazseaus" 
true that Italy was first in the field with this beautiful 
adornment, but in its earlier form of gold and silver, and 

later with coarse threads of flax. It is in the Italian eas 
inventories that the earliest mention is made of lace, and 
Italy long sustained her supremacy in the production of mies 
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superb points. She worked right on, even though other See 
countries, envious of the immense sums which poured 

into her coffers, sought to prohibit the sale of her wares, 
and in retaliation, during the reign of Louis XIV, when 
her work-people were drawn to France, framed the fol- 
lowing laws : 
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“Tf any artist or handicraftsman practices his art in any foreign 
land, to the detriment of the Republic, orders to return will be 
sent him; if he disobeys them, his nearest kin will be put in 
prison, in order that through his interest in their welfare his obedi- 
ence may be compelled. 
~ Tf he comes back, his past offence will be condoned, and employ- 
ment for him will be found in Venice; but if, notwithstanding the 
imprisonment of his nearest of kin, he obstinately decides tol con- 
tinue living abroad, an emissary will be commissioned to kill him, 
and his next of kin will be liberated only after his death.” 
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THE LACE BOOK 


Different styles of laces may be roughly divided into 
the periods wherein they flourished, the dates in Flan- 
ders and Italy being approximately the same. 
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a From 1480 to 1590 was the Geometric or Gothic [esisued 
tas<| period, without brides. From 1590 to 1680 there were 
st floral forms held by brides, these being rendered neces- 
“| sary by the heavy character of the lace. At this time 


“modes,” as the different filling stitches were called, 
were introduced by various makers, and from this time 
until 1670 development and elaboration were constant. 
Not only were floral forms attempted, but figures, heads, 
scenes, and birds were used, and there was more lace 
made with meshed or net grounds. 
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gee From 1720 to 1780 little bouquets, sprigs, sprays, 
morexeseal flowers, leaves, buds, and dots were freely scattered over [EgisEA ck: 
seh asteee grounds, and these patterns we have since copied con- guetesesis 
He stantly, for their beauty cannot be improved on. rity ee 
Taste Among the old cathedrals all over Europe the stores jsmacaes 
Pee of lace are of fabulous value, being of silver, gold, and [Re,sisis 
waeags| flax. The number of ecclesiastical vestments which may pneeaee 
be trimmed with lace, and which are in use in the Pea 
Church of Rome to-day, give an idea of the immense sta 
amount of this costly fabric which could be used on RBIs Ss 
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a single set. The dalmatic, the surplice, and the alb are 
those most profusely ornamented with lace, although 
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LATE I.— Early Italian drawn-work. The 
background is formed by a dark thread stitched 
over the net-work left by drawing some of the 
threads of the linen foundation. I ifteenth Century. 
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must not exceed two fingers in breadth. In churches jPasainns 


where solemn high mass was performed there were [etzsiscag 
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white silk veils, trimmed with lace, for holding the |asansts 
NIN a NANA NIE 


paten. The towels for service on the altar were also ete 
richly trimmed with lace, often with sacred emblems Ses 
interwoven in the pattern. en 
Not only was lace used for the robes of the dignitaries |ryst#ur78 
of the Church, but the saints and madonnas were hung 
with the choicest possessions of their devotees. No lace 
was too fine and no jewels too costly to be devoted to 
this purpose. So many robes were bestowed on some 
of these saints that they were changed each day, or, like 
the rich albs of the priests, were worn only during the 
celebration of high mass, and preserved with the greatest 
care. In St. Peter’s at Rome stands a statue of St. 
Peter, said to have been cast by Leo the Great from the 
old statue of Jupiter Capitolinus. It is of very rude 
workmanship and stands with one foot extended. It 
is an objeet of great devotion to Roman Catholics, who 
cover with kisses the extended foot. On high festival 
days this statue is robed in full pontificals. On the 
jubilee of Pius LX, in June, 1871, it was attired in an 
alb and stole of old Point de Venise, with gold embroid- 
ered cope fastened at the breast by a clasp of diamonds. 
There was no one kind of lace devoted to the use of 
the Church, but the choicest of all kinds. Venice Point, p 
Siserusté Burano lace with its splendid net ground instead of as 
ground of bars, Alencon, Argentan, Mechlin, Valen- 


a 
NA Nia i 
OS re ciennes, all were used. 
BAA US 
Be 
a OGL Gs! NONI 4 
BRY Siaank ea VAIS ANT 
as" ps s Bo ape “oN SIG SPS ATMS HN etn ga 
Ny z aS ate as: és a v ma RS Wes Want Do ee WAY 
4 ” rn y S: Cr Be ese Neha Rien 
3 


Ee KB Fs NA 


5S 


PERE 
17) 


ay EY Fe 
SEEPS S . 


“Se dees 
BU 
eae 
uN 
iS 


cA 

Cicada oe 
aes 

a Fa NAS Fs PRS Oe 
Sse SI IS) 
Fs SN ca a 
Mie, ober 

m 


ve: 
ca 


Hy "e's gegen 
hance 
Sagar ae 
a 
7) 


ae Sate 


“a"etn'e'e 


Ny 
4 
Ni 
vy 
° 
Sa 


7% 


at Fa 


a8 
eS 
Sie 
4 AI 


seins 
Go] ‘ae 
G 


7] 
° 
é 
"_ 
ost 
3 
ra 
a” 
% 


T.% Fs 6 


4 
Zl of 
8 
% 


at a Pav 


Ox 
0 
RA piesa bone 


Wa OTRAS OB ot Mo UR 
Diels 


a> Ma BY) 


Rate 


O28, 
eeeesee 
iS 


iB 


2 Ses 
a i 


Wa Fa SN a 
WITS 


Pee] 
%, 


aa 


Roa 


5 
a 


Ee 


Ya 
i 
v1) 
NS. 
LA 
Ray 
Vv) 
f 
Ba 
” 
if) 


OVI AN 


7) 


es 8h ie A 
49% 4 


ae 
é 
cea 
SORA 
PISCE 
Wa ws Fa $F" 
ioe Re 2 


Aa Fas Man Cast 
Qc] 

tates ee 
STi) 

POSS 


D 


o 


Tas 4 
EES. 


5 ." 
Ni S 
Parad 0 Pa 28 a 


ea 


* py eet. 


My 

Lae 
y , 

Ke Be Hac A BGS 

‘2 


N 
5, 
i Ni 
Dk 


A Puoteasne te 
“atas 3 ea se Set RUBE DISD 
Sau Ys ars aZ Ba a a IO OIG KD rye aint 28 Oy 5M 
SaaS Sea 8S ota Ia a? anatn SWI BAN esi des PAIS Mae Ma > 
Pg BIG AT Py IMG US Ma Sho KAS Pau ® Ra a a Pa Pa "a 
Be SOUS ONS tod a oR a? Ys 98a? WaT Ms MA Pas a es Vs Me PM SANs 
SI ae i Oe BS TAC BIAS OS SA% a Ma Ga Ma AVM 0 CaP Me 08a 
re aa i ae St OT Ly Sue usta tea es 
eae % es o eprtity Parone ese cies MN A wane DIM IMAT A AIAT SOT 
Bane, RNs raya 4 es i 
RUNES ony 


ee S ae 
xuoe Sh tebe 


ANE SETS ES 
SPR FS 
Sy st Shh 


SS ae 335% ~ 
s 
Sit aue S Se SS seSee Sa 
RUPE DRED RCNEN CSO ESE SRS 
Se ae SO . ay x mo 
R BORPROR DISS BRSSDRRR AG ei ne Sts S R < S823 SBS 
Pn DIN OTCh DS NURIA DORA Saye e easel Gert SNOT Sasa 
BSOIS SPIN eels AGSER SAAC EN CREAR SCI NC he SSRN, SCR NIAG. Nite Nita ete 
Se = ae. co Q = eS te neice > s A 
REDON RSPEI DICED RDI DPD RIG SD ROE PDE PORES SEE 
Ses Nia N PANES BR a 
RAEN EN : Nae 
* 


EERIE OCOCOOOOCOAOCOORIORIODOCODOO FETE 
See SAS THE LACE BOOK SEES 


Bs Sera Na 
eb ma TER : A ae ~~ Pe 
SES The island of Burano, near Venice, had long been [asysaysgs 
SE ROE Wa 8 : " x eae aE 
Neuseeesaetal famed for its splendid laces. Of course its cathedral Bestest 
ee ae BRAD a 
ane 3 


> y » was = ~ 
f pag] Was not forgotten, and the sets made for the use of the Spey ae Ref 
ess} Church are superb. The old ones, which are now a 
deep coffee colour, cannot be surpassed by the modern 
3 ones, beautiful though these be. The firm and selid 
f ; . = . 
E@iewsexeeeey character of this lace has enabled it to defy the ravages 
ty 
is 
ss 


une 


Pee 
a8 
Rete 
3 
% 
Pu 
A 


ey 
Loe 
4 Be ie 
fs 
7] 


veg 
nc 


at 
sy 
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have been able to copy the ancient laces which were so 
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Nor was the convent or the paid worker the only 
source from which the Church drew her rich store of laces. (S*e332 
Great ladies have devoted years of patient effort to mak- [3 Rak * 
ing the lace to decorate altar or vestment, and in many ANS 
cases rivalled the skill of their sisters in the convent. 

In some ecclesiastical families the laces belonged to 
the members of the family rather than to the individual, 
and have grown steadily in magnitude and richness. 

The laces of the Vatican are well known for their 
sumptuous character, and the work which is constantly 
oy usaeae} bestowed on them keeps them in perfect repair. 
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In England, till the time of the Reformation, lace was 
used on the altar of every parish church. When these 
stone altars were abolished, and tables standing on a 
frame were introduced, about 1565, by Queen Eliza- 
beth’s order, the fine old laces disappeared, to reappear in 
some new form in the homes of those whose interest in 
the Church allowed them to get possession of them. 

While the anathemas of the Church were loudly 
directed at undue extravagance in matters pertaining [| 
both to dress and to indulgences at the table, there was 
no class which wore richer garments, furred or laced, or 
on whose table could be found rarer dainties or sweeter 
wines, than those of the princes of the Church. In 
France the lace worn by the Churchmen was of the 
greatest value and beauty, of home manufacture as well 
as of the splendid Venice and Flanders Points. The 
laces of the Rohan family were heirlooms and of enor- 
mous value. The Baroness de Oberkirch, in the “ Me- 
moirs of ‘the Court of Louis X VI,” speaks of seeing the 
Cardinal de Rohan, coming out of his chapel, — 
—‘“dressed in a soutane of scarlet moiré and rochet of English 
lace of inestimable value. When on great occasions he officiates at 
Versailles, he wears an alb of old lace, needle point, of such beauty 
that his assistants are almost afraid to touch it. His arms and 
device are worked in a medallion above large flowers. This alb is 
estimated at 100,000 livres. On the day of which I speak he wore 


the rochet of English lace, one of his least beautiful, as his secre- 
tary, the Abbé Georget, told me.” 


The Hebrews also used lace in their religious cere- 
monies, and their talth or praying scarf was often very 
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in one of the many pageants an ancient minstrel per- 

formed, whose appearance and dress are minutely de- 

scribed in “ An Essay on the Ancient Minstrels” in aes, 
** Percy's Reliques.” 
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“A person very meet seemed he for the purpose, of forty-five 
years old, apparelled partly as he would himself. His cap off; his 
head seemly rounded 'Tonsterwise; fair kembed, that with a sponge 
daintily dipt in a little capon’s greace was finely smoothed, to make 
it shine like a mallard’s wing. His beard smugly shaven; and yet 
his shirt after the new trink, with ruffs fair starched, sleaked and 
glistering like a pair of new shoes, marshalled in good order with 
a setting stick and strut, that every ruff stood up likea wafer. A 
side gown of Kendal green, after the freshness of the year now, 
gathered at the neck with a narrow gorget, fastened afore with a 
white clasp and a Keeper close up to the chin, but easily, for heat 
to undo when he list. Seemly begirt in a red caddis girdle; from 
that a pair of capped Sheffield Knives hanging a’ two sides. Out 
of his bosom drawn forth a lappet of his napkin edged with a blue 
lace, and marked with a true love, a heart, and a D for Damian, for 
he was but a bachelor yet. His gown had side sleeves down to 
midleg, slit from the shoulder to the hand, and lined with white 
cotton. His doublet-sleeves of black ed upon them a pair 
of poynets of tawny chamlet laced along the wrist with blue 
threaden points, a wealt towards the hand of fustian-a-napes. A 
pair of red neather stocks. A pair of pumps on his feet, with a 
cross-cut at the toes for corns; not new indeed, yet cleanly blackt 
with soot, and shining as a shoing- -horn.” 
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There is a portrait of Henry VIII, showing him in a 

costume with ruffles at the hand, and an entry occurs in 

the wardrobe book, of a pair of sleeves, “ruffd at the 

hands with strawberry leaves and flowers of golde em- 

broidered with black silke.” Also a pair of sleeves of 
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stis| and during the reign of Henry VII (1485-1509) gold [x 
eeazs| and silver lace as well as thread became an article of a 
ysaease| commerce from Italy. There must have been consider- |§3 
mizses\ able traffic in this fabric, for an act was passed prohibit- ve 
eh ing the sale of a packet of lace as a pound when it 


did not weigh twelve ounces, and that the contents of 
said packets should contain lace of the same goodness | 
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aS, Henry VIII’s making, in which “ruffles made or 
oe wrought out of England, commonly called cut work, 
Ky are forbidden to any one under the degree of a baron.” 
No woman whose station was of less degree than the 
“wife of a knight might deck herself with lace, or passe- 
ment lace of gold or silver, with sleeves, partlet or linen 
trimmed with purles of gold or silver, whitework or cut 
work made beyond the sea.’ 

It was in the second year of Elizabeth’s reign that the 
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them in shape. Starching became necessary, and women }f 
to do this business were brought from Holland. 


RTS 
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. . NAVIN 
In 1564 Mistress Dingham Van Der Plasse, a Flem- Fae 

: . RNY NAA NIA 
ing, came to London and pursued the business of a [erase 


starcher of ruffs, and taught the intricate process to 
others. The clergy fell afoul of starching, and Stubbes, {eszsasi cust 


: : : . : : : PISLIRLV TN 
besides inveighing against it, mentions also— 8 eb GY 


RA 
— “a certain device made of wires, crested for the purpose, and 
whipped all over either with gold thread, silver or lace for support- 
ing these ruffs and called a supertasse or underpropper. . . . 

“Great ruffs or neckerchers, made of hollande, lawne, cambric, 
and such cloths,” so fine and delicate that the greatest thread in 
them “shall not be so great as the least hair that is, starched, 
streaked, dried, patted, and underpropped by the supertasses, the 
stately arches of pride, towered over three or four minor ruffs 
placed one below another.” The outer, or “master-devil ruff,” 
was very rich, decked with “ gold, silver, or silk lace of stately price, 
wrought all over with needle-work, speckled and sparkled here and 
there with the sun, the moon, the stars, and many other antiques | 
strange to behold ; some are wrought with open work down to the me 
midst of the ruff and further; some with close work, some with a 
purled lace, and other gew-gaws, so clogged, so pestered that the he 
ruff is the least part of itself. Sometimes they are primmed up to 
the ears, and sometimes they are suffered to hang over the shoul- 
ders like flags or wind-mill sails, fluttering in the air.” 
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In Mrs. Bury Palliser’s “History of Lace,” which j 
covers the whole subject in such a comprehensive |i" 
manner, the “ Great Wardrobe Accounts” of Queen i 
Elizabeth’s time are freely drawn on. Abundant evi- seers 
dences are given in them of the magnificent way in : 
which her Majesty’s wardrobe was furnished forth, not 
only with what she bought, but with the splendid gifts 
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from subjects, which were rather in the nature of a tax 
than evidence of a desire to give. 

In 1577 Lady Ratcliffe gave the Queen for a New 
Year’s gift a night coif of white cut-work, flourished 
with silver and set with spangles. Sir Philip Sidney on 
the same occasion gave a pair of cuffs of cut-work. In 
the Wardrobe Accounts this cut-work is mentioned as 
being of both Flemish and Italian make, the latter being 
the more costly. 

Besides the cut-work, mention is frequently made of 
other kinds of lace. ‘‘ Bone lace” heads the list, and was 
so called from the use of fish-bones, which were scraped 
down to the proper size, instead of pins. The bobbins 
were also made of bones, the small bones in pig’s 
“trotters” being those generally chosen, —in England, 
at any rate. Italy used, besides small bones, bobbins 
of wood, with sometimes a pretty bead set in or a bit of 
silver. Mrs. Palliser says that lead bobbins were also in 
use, but the weight of these would seem to be prohibi- 
tory. After a time the bone bobbins were replaced with 
those made of wood, and the term bone lace becomes 
less frequent. 

“ Bobbin lace” was next in order, and afterward there 
was scarcely any end to the various trimmings which 
the Virgin Queen lavished upon herself, although she 
kept a stern eye on any too excessive gaudiness in the 
apparel of her loyal subjects. ‘Crown lace,” as its name 
implies, had devices of crowns; then there was “ Hollow 
lace,” “Parchment,” “Spanish,” “Fringe and Diamond ” 
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LATE IV.—A. Lacis, or darned net-work. 
Sixteenth Century. B. Venetian drawn-work. 
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lace, —all mentioned in these voluminous Wardrobe Sadan 
Accounts, which extend from the first year of Queen ee 
Elizabeth’s reign (1558) till 1781, and fill one hundred jgas2rt%s 

and sixty volumes. 
Articles of feminine attire were easily purchased at : : 
GaN Fae. Fay 


the shops of merchants by those who dwelt in cities. jyeasuiensies 
INL INL WA] sh ‘3: 


But the country ladies, who were quite as eager to be DRED 
“brave” in their attire, were forced to buy from peddlers, « g8s.20 
who carried their wares from one end of Europe to the 
other, and were eagerly welcomed whenever they 
appeared, as they were not only expected to show 
their goods, but to be able to tell the latest fashions are, 
in coifs and wimples, smocks and pillow-beres, ruffs, 
cuffs, and passements. Needle-made lace was always { 
more valuable than bobbin lace, and in Queen Eliza- 
beth’s time varied from 8s. 6d. to 50s. a yard, while 
the bobbin ranged from 3s. 6d. to 11s. 6d. 
The entries in these account-books seem to show 
that the laces worn and most in demand were of foreign 
wxszs} make, and imported from Venice, Lucca, Genoa, and 
:s us% Flanders. As early as 1454 a complaint was made by 
the women of London against six foreigners by whom 
the manufacture of cut-work, both of silk and thread, 
was introduced. During the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries lace was made in many counties of England, 
some of it of great beauty ; but in the early days it was 
the foreign lace which was worn. meta 
It seems amazing that Queen Elizabeth, herself an PSS PSEEN 
arch-offender in the matter of exaggeration of costume, 
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should have been so strict in her proclamations against 
the “inordinate use of apparel.” In 1568 the value of the 
lace imported into the kingdom was £775 6s. 8d., and 
the Queen personally was a small buyer, since she received 
for presents such quantities, all of the richest quality. 
Her very petticoats bristled with lace of “ Venys gold,” 
and none of them were so poor that they did not at least 
have a guarding of “Venys silver.” There was hardly a 
garment which was not edged with lace, and christening- 
shirts, mittens, and mantles or “ bearing-cloths” were 
richly laced, and aprons came into fashion. Laced hand- 
kerchiefs were given as love tokens. King Henry VIII 
himself had used “ handkerchers of Holland fringed with 
Venys gold, red and white silk.” They kept on gaining 
in richness with nearly every reign. In June, 1665, 
there are advertised as lost : 

“6 handkerchers, wrapt up in a brown paper, two laced, one point 
laced set on tiffany; the two laced ones had been worn, the other 
four new.” 

Everybody knows the sad ending of Mrs. Turner, 
who invented yellow starch, and expiated that crime 
and some others upon Tower Hill. Not only starch 
was needed to keep these huge ruffs in the desired 
shape ; there were setting-sticks and struts of either 
bone or wood, and the poking-stick of iron, which, 
being heated and drawn through the ruff, gave it the 
proper arch of pride. Queen Elizabeth no doubt con- 
sidered her huge ruff most becoming, and never dreamed 
that it was whispered about behind her back that she 
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that most often chosen. Mary Stuart had a small 
piece of hair lace given her by the Countess of Lennox, 
woven from her own white hair. 
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Sirus cause The clergy and those rich and powerful nobles of 
s@uceszsesze| SCOtland who could receive their “ passements” and 
i : ae guards from France and Italy, as did the rest of the 
fSAgasst.sas) world, used them no doubt according to the fashion of 
ae the times. Mary Stuart’s arrival in her dominions 
fgiegare s| stimulated yet further elegance of attire, and in her 
RES PR Wardrobe Accounts of 1567 are found records of passe- 


ments and Guipures, gold and silver lace, and most of 


8 seares : 
ea tee the varieties of thread lace then known. ‘The national 

PRINS my a . 

ES gatiantis dress of Scotland precluded the use of lace of a delicate 
ae Tee character, and an account of the costume of the women, 
OCS NY 8 5 Aone ; 

ae urge aca’ written by Martin in 1703, is as follows : 

A Sie ; ; P ; ; 
ses ee #48) ‘The plaid for women, being plaited all around, was tied with 
‘eeedwenenee| & belt below the breast. . . . They wore sleeves of scarlet cloth, 

“y3| closed at the end as men’s vests, with gold lace round ’em, having 


plate buttons set with fine stones.” 
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The bulk of the people not wearing lace, little was 
made except among the great, who worked at it them- mea Seen 
selves and had their maidens make it, so that petticoat |Za2re" 
and apron, neckerchief and fly cap need not be without {gr 
it. The quantities made by the captive Queen Mary 
seem almost incredible, fashioned from patterns designed 
by herself, “after nature,” of birds, fishes, beasts, and 
flowers. Of the latter 52 patterns, of four-footed beasts 
16, and of birds 124, were mentioned in her inventory. 

The sumptuary laws in England regarding dress 
must have been carried out in a half-hearted way, for eases se 
during the early days of the reign of James I (1603) (gurtansts 
the ruff, double, single, three and four piled, was the etme 


fashion still. The clergy yet railed at them, and “deep OE 

ruffs and shallow ruffs, thick ruffs and thin ruffs, ci ceed oe 

double and no ruffs ” were denounced from the pulpit. Paar 
In 1607, according to a play of the period called 

“What You Will,” a gentleman’s dress, as described by 


his servant, was as follows: 
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BADR EE D Ie “ A cloak lined with rich taffeta, a white satin suit, the jerkin 
SRA : J 
RONAN? covered with gold lace, a chain of pearl, a gilt rapier in an em- 
} g p g Pp 

broidered hanger, pearl-colored silk stockings, and massive silver 


spurs.” 
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The granting of monopolies “as numerous as the px se 
frogs of Egypt,” and then the rescinding of them, 
occupied King James’s attention for twenty years. 
The importation of gold and silver lace was the per- REDE 
Bee of the Earl of Suffolk, and no doubt he saw to jeer oe ;: 
it that plenty was worn. 
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LATE V.—Donna Iimilia Spinelli. Ruff of 
linen trimmed with Reticella or drawn-work 
and edged with Gothic Point. Sixteenth Century. 
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THE LACE BOOK 


The English Ambassador was so sure the marriage was 
to come off that he— 


— “caused above thirty rich liveries to be made of watchet velvet 

(pale blue), with silver lace up to the very capes of the cloaks, the 
best sorts whereof were valued at £80 a livery.” 
It seems as if Buckingham must have almost outshone 
the prospective bridegroom in the magnificence of his 
attire and the superb jewels he wore, which, by the way, 
were none too tightly sewed on, so that a few occasion- 
ally fell off, to be picked up by whoever would stoop for 
them, since their haughty owner would not do this, nor 
would he receive those that had once fallen on the floor. 
In “ Curiosities of Literature,” D’Israeli writes : 


“ Buckingham had twenty-seven suits of clothes made, the richest 
that embroidery, lace, silk, velvet, silver, gold, and gems could 
contribute.” 


Speaking of the Spaniards, Howell says (1623) : 


“ His gravity is much lessen’d since the late proclamation came out 
against ruffs, and the king himself shew’d the first example ; they 
were come to that height of excess herein that twenty shillings 
were us’d to be paid for starching of a ruff; and some, tho’ perhaps 
he had never a shirt to his back, yet he would have a toting huge 
ae ruff about his neck.” 

After the intricate ruff with its treble-quadruple 
plaiting, the fashion for what was known as “standing 
bands” came in. These were of linen either starched 
or wired to stand up stiffly, and edged with lace. They 
were seen as early as 1604, and were worn by persons of 
quality till the middle of the seventeenth century. Even 


before the standing band went out entirely, the “ falling 
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LATHE VI.—Donna Portia de Rossi.. Ruff 
of Reticella or drawn-work, edged with Gothic 
Point. Sixteenth Century. 
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THE GROWTH OF LACE 


band” came in, and was bordered by lace, embroidery, 
cut-work, or even pearls. It may be said that in King 
Charles’s reign the ruff finally died, and falling bands 
became the mode. These latter were worn by all 
classes save judges, and must have been very much 
more comfortable than the ruffs which preceded them. 
With them came “band strings,” so called, to tie or 
fasten them. These were often very rich, and were 
made with the collar or sold separately. Sometimes 
they were plaited, or made with bobbins, being finished 
with a medallion of lace or merely a tassel. ‘ Snake- 
bone band strings” are mentioned by 1652. It is agreed 
that the reign of Charles I (1625-1648) was the most 
elegant and picturesque in the line of costume ever 
known in England. Because Van Dyck painted at this 
time and made the dress such a feature of many of his 
wonderful pictures, the costume has become known by his 
name. ‘The perfection of this courtly costume was not 
reached tntil about the middle of the reign, for during 
the first decade the dress of his father’s (James I’s) time 
still prevailed. To the completed dress of the gallant of 
say 1630 almost every European nation had contributed 
its quota, and in Ben Jonson’s comedy of “'The New 
Inn,” first performed in 1629, a beau observes: 


“T would put on 
The Savoy chain, about my neck the ruff, 
The cuff of Flanders ; then the Naples ant 
With the Rome Pahant and the Florentine agate, 
The Milan sword, the cloak of Geneva set 
With Brabant buttons, all my given pieces, 
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with him on his Spanish trip, for which the gold and 
silver laces cost £15. ‘These nightcaps must have been 
very large, for King James required ten yards of needle- 
work for his, which cost £16 18s. 4d. Nightcaps held 
their own for many years, and in 1762 we find women 
of fashion wearing the “French nightcap” in the day- 
time. It was a large and flapping garment, so that a 
writer of the time says: ‘“ Each lady, when dressed in 
this mode, can only peep under the lace border.” 

During King Charles’s reign, if the lace ruff had de- 
creased in size, there was no less lace worn, since it 
blossomed out in prodigious fashion on the boot-tops 
and in rosettes on the shoes. By 1627 much fine lace 
was made in England, but it was not till 1635 that home 
industries were protected by prohibiting the importation 
of * Purles, Cutworks, or Bone-laces, or any commodities 
laced or edged therewith.” 

Under Cromwell such vanities as lace were ie 
suppressed, except among those like Cromwell’s mother, 
who would not lay aside her rich lace; but with the 
coming of the Stuarts such “fallals” as lace were once 
more brought forth and shaken out. Although Charles 
II issued many prohibitions, he himself loved Flanders 
lace, and wore it, too. The fashion of dressing the hair 
in flowing locks effectually killed the wide collar, as only 
the front could be seen, so that the cravat, richly laced 
and tied in front, became the mode. In the last year of 
Charles II’s reign the expense accounts show that he 
paid £20 12s. “ for a new cravat to be worn on the birth- 
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day of his dear brother.” Pepys wore one of these etek 
bands to church on October 19, 1662. He was so 
pleased with his appearance that he notes down: “So 
neat it is that I am resolved my great expence shall be {grke3 
lace-bands.” Pepys speaks many times of the lace on \Seurze 
his and his wife’s clothes, of gold lace, lace bands, lace of 
petticoats, garments guarded with lace; and _ finally, ae 
when his brother goes to Holland to seek his fortune, 

Pepys, in a burst of generosity, gives him an old coat 
trimmed with lace from off one of his wife’s petticoats ! 

Lace cravats were popular for many years, and were 
only beginning to be superseded in 1735. James II 
wore, on his coronation, a Venice Point lace cravat and 
ruffles, and the cravat cost £36 10s. 

William III and Mary did not hesitate to have much 
and costly lace, both of Italian and of Flanders make, 
and the expense accounts duly set forth the fact. In 
one instance six Point lace cravats for William cost 
£158, and it is in this reign that the extravagance in 
lace reached its height, everything being trimmed with 
it, even such homely articles as combing-cloths, “ toy- 
lights,” pillow-beres, night shifts, razor-cloths, etc. If 
the Queen pays £17 for a lace apron, the King exceeds 
her by giving £499 10s. for the lace to trim his new 
nightshirts. Nor were simple gentlemen far behind 
royalty, for in 1709 Mr. Gore’s wedding shirts are de- 
scribed as “laste with lace of eight pound a yard, the 
nightshirt lace three pound ten a yard.” 

“Good Queen Anne,” whose name has been attached 
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LATHE VII.—The Gonfaloniere Peretti. Ruff 
and breeches of cut-work. Portrait by Domeni- 
chino (1581-1641). 
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to so many objects from a hoop-skirt to a house-roof, 
did not spend quite as much money on lace as her jtgesis8 
sister, but she, too, when she wanted it for state occa- EPS ies 
sions, sent to Flanders for it. Until this time we find | 
that the term “ Flanders’ lace” covered all of this fabric 
which the Netherlands furnished. In 1710 Queen Anne 
paid £151 for 26 yards of fine edged Brussels lace, and 
two years later her bill for Brussels and Mechlin lace to 
one merchant alone was £1418 14s. There was no 
extravagance to which the ladies of the court did not 
go in regard to the quantity of lace lavished upon their 
clothes, and in an effort to stem the rising tide an 
embargo had been laid, in 1711, upon the importation 
of gold and silver lace, under pain of the forfeiture of the 
lace and a fine of £100. The companions of laces were 
the unguents, essences, and cosmetics considered neces- 
sary to improve the complexion. In 1730 Swift wrote: 
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.« ‘Five hours (and who can do it less in ?) 
By haughty Celia spent in dressing ; 
The goddess from her chamber issues, 
Array’d in lace, brocade, and tissues.” 
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ees The male costume was scarcely less exacting. The long 

wigs necessitated a weekly shaving for the head. The 
ill-paved streets wrought havoc with fine clothes and 
the rich laces with which they were trimmed, so great 
cloaks, often edged with gold lace, were part of every 
man’s costume. Each walk in life had its own dress, 
and each might choose to throw about him at night the 
Doyley, the Joseph, or the wrap-rascal. 
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Year after year the “ Great Wardrobe Accounts ” teem 
with exorbitant sums paid for lace. During the reigns rea Sus 
of the first two Georges we read of lappets and flounces, 
caps, aprons, stomachers, and handkerchiefs, and the 
second George was quite a martinet as to the quality of 
his lace and the profusion with which it was to be worn. 
To please him, and in deference to the prevailing Eng- 
lish fashions, when Queen Caroline first appeared in 
England she wore the dress most in vogue among Eng- 
lish ladies. She had on a gold brocade with a white 
ground, had a stomacher ornamented with diamonds, 
and a fly cap with richly laced lappets. During his 
reign English laces began to be held in greater estima- 
tion and more worn on high occasions, and edicts were 
passed prohibiting foreign importations. “is 

By 1760, with George IIT on the throne, much less {#24 
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lace was used in masculine attire, and the rich lace PRY PE 
which had been in daily use was laid aside, appearing {5 
only on great occasions. 
Early in the nineteenth century collections of old 
lace began to be made by women of fashion, and Sydney, 
Lady Morgan, gathered much in her travels. In 1818, 
at Paris, she writes to her sister: 
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“T have had to set myself up an evening dress, and though 
materials are extraordinary cheap here, work is wonderfully dear, 
so dear that I cannot get a plain dress made up under a guinea 
and a half. However I have made myself a very pretty dress with 
my own two hands, white satin with a deep lace flounce. With the 
skirt I got on beautifully, but as to the corsage, fortunately there 
is scarcely any, what there is being covered with falls, and frills of 
lace, so it does not signify how the body is made.” 
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From the cradle to the grave there was no place or 
occasion where lace was not worn in profusion, the only 
limit being the ability of the wearer to gain possession 
of it. The once beautiful Aurora von Kénigsmarck, 
whose form has become the colour and consistency of 
leather, lies in her coffin completely enveloped in folds 
of costly lace. She left directions that no expense 
should be spared to purchase Point d’Angleterre, Ma- 
lines, or Guipure for the last adornment of her body, 
and the jewels which were also coffined with her are 
worth a fortune. Many people were anxious about the 
way they should be dressed for the grave, and left par- 
ticular instructions in regard to the matter. The Duc 
de Luynes writes in his Memoirs: 
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“The Curé of Saint Sulpice related to me the fashion in which 
the Duke of Alva (who died in Paris in 1739) was by his own will 
interred. <A shirt of the finest Holland trimmed with new point 
lace ; a new coat of Vardez cloth embroidered in silver; a new wig ; 
his cane in, the right, his swerd in the left of his coffin.” 
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At christenings lace was always abundantly used. In |faetsut® 
1778 the infant daughter of the Duke and Duchess of 
Chandos was so weighed down by the immense amount 
of lace on her robes that she fainted. George III and 
Queen Charlotte stood as sponsors, and although the 
child’s mother observed her condition she said nothing, 
so that the dignity of the christening, with Majesty in 
attendance, should not be disturbed. As the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury gave the child back to its mother 
he remarked that it was the quietest child he ever held. 
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It died soon after, having never recovered from the 
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die coh A 5 
gy It was much the fashion for great dames to receive 
ANOS ane 

aN company upon their “uprising” a few days before the 
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aiececty christening. Lady Chesterfield, in 1802, received the 
Nac DMZISS IT é xe 
MAAN Queen and George HI “reclining on a state bed, 
gueaeszeat dressed in white satin with a profusion of lace, the 
eerereas counterpane of white satin embroidered with gold, and 
Hoek the bed of crimson satin lined with white.” 
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eet BEL It was the arrival of Catherine de Medici in France 


that disseminated the taste for lace through all classes, 
together with other luxuries that had their origin in 
Italy. It is true that it was at first the more primitive 
forms of lace which she brought with her, but, with the 
development of lace in Italy, France followed suit, and 
it was in full favour by 1550. ‘The effeminate Valois, 
dissolute and extravagant, gave themselves up to every 
species of folly. Their dress was as costly and_ brilliant 
as could be devised, and the last of this family, Henry ITI, 
paid so much attention to the preservation of his beauty 
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LATE VIII.—Faustina, wife of Count John 

of Nassau. Luff of lawn, triple -plaited, 
edged with fine Gothic Point. Portrait by Raves- 
teyn (1572-1657 ). 
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one of his favourite amusements was to “do up” his 
ruffs himself, spending a world of time and pains in 
clear-starching them and ruffling them with poking- 

sticks, getting them so stiff that they cracked like 
paper. Finally they grew so enormous and unwieldy reeaeges 
that they could be tolerated no longer, and ruffs sud- |f 
denly disappeared, and turned-down collars became the 


EN Na Ht 
Dae DRRSe DICK Bre 
RCN 
VIN AN 
Figaro 
Pai a a 


Bl ers) 


mode. But lace was still in demand, and Henry III ” 
led the court in the amount and costliness of that used js 
on his own person. At the meeting of the States of ce 
Blois, the King’s robes were trimmed with 4,000 yards a 


of pure gold lace. When the French queen made her } 
entry into the city of Lyons in 1600, the Captains of 
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the Guard were all dressed alike, their garments being jegiow 
heavily trimmed with gold parchment lace. iu 
“The coronall marched before them, mounted on a mightie courser, ua 
barded and garded with gold lace, himself aparelled in blacke (uemsuons 
velvet all covered with golde parchment lace.” wey ; 
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The inventory of Gabrielle, Duchess of Beaufort, 
1599, mentions handkerchiefs worked with gold, silver, 
and silk ; cuffs of cut-work, enriched with silver ; hand- 
kerchiefs of cut-work enriched with gold and _ silver ; 
and much linen also cut and worked. The sumptuous 
elegance of Marie de Medici’s costume has been amply 
portrayed by Rubens, and her laces and jewels were the 
finest to be had anywhere. Yet the time came when 
she was obliged to curtail her expenditure, owing to the 
clamour of her subjects, and in 1613 she, too, issued an 
edict prohibiting the use of lace and embroidery. For 
some years previous to this the court had been using 
quantities of the richest Point from both Venice and 
Flanders. Much lace had been made in France, how- 
ever, and many pattern-books published there, the first 
by Vinciolo, the Venetian, in 1587. He was commis- 
sioned by the King to print these books, and they were 
so much in demand that there were many editions, and 
grande dames made lace as did the great Italian ladies, 
for themselves, and also rarely for the Church. 

Boots, garters, aprons, cuffs, and falling bands were 
all garnished with lace, and though edicts were showered 
upon the use of it, the portraits of the time show that it 
was still the finishing touch to the toilette of beauty 
or of cavalier. That gallant boy, Cinq-Mars, Master of 
the Wardrobe to the fickle Louis XIII, is always re- 
membered by his 300 sets of lace ruffles. He was only 
twenty-two when he went to the block in 1642, his suit 
of “dark-coloured Holland cloth covered with gold 
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THE GROWTH OF LACE 
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lace, and a scarlet mantle with silver buttons,” setting 
off his handsome person, and befitting the way he met 
his untimely end. 

By 1634 boots and carriages, it is decreed, must show 
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3 no lace. In 1686 a fine of 6,000 francs, banishment 
s: sea for five years, and confiscation, was the penalty for 
ae cksseea| Wearing home-made laces as well as foreign. Yet Marie }Fgrzeuree 
eit de Medici still imported and wore gold, silver, and 


thread laces from Italy and Flanders. The waists of 
the gowns, stiffened to an extent that made them in- 
struments of torture, were cut out so liberally in the 
neck that the Pope at last interfered and threatened 
excommunication to those who persisted in baring their 
necks in this style. But this had little effect, and the 
superb upstanding ruffs of lace, stiffened and borne on 
wire frames, set off the painted faces of their wearers in 
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a most sumptuous frame, enhancing the whiteness of red tee 
the shoulders from which it rose, and adding another RAS: 
a fi Coe % 
lustre to-the brilliancy of the jewels that were crowded Rea Sis oe 
on neck, corsage, and hair. On one gown alone the Eee niet 
queen had sewn 32,000 pearls and 3,000 diamonds, in Para y 
addition to many yards of gold lace, and the finest Sete NA 
; ; EWE Na 
Venetian Point for ruff and cuffs. nal, mas ouae 
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Nor was the use of lace confined to the outer gar- 
ments only. A dame correctly dressed wore three 
skirts of different colours, all guarded or trimmed with 
lace, for each skirt was expected to show, and the 
fashionable colours for these petticoats were called by 
such whimsical names as “ dying monkey,” “sick 
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Spaniard,” “gladsome widow,” “rat colour,” “ fading 
flower,” and many other equally grotesque terms. 

During the regency of Marie de Medici fashions 
underwent a transition state, and the gorgeousness of 
the Renaissance lasted till about 1630, when for a brief 
time, under the edicts of Richelieu, simpler stuffs un- 
trimmed with silver or gold lace, gold thread, or thread meses 
lace, were worn. But this eclipse was only temporary, {4s3#45 
and men and women shone with even gayer costumes 
under the eye of the Sun King. 

Nor was the crafty Mazarin above the passion for 
Points, which he bought from Genoa, Venice, and 
Flanders. Later, under the fostering care of Colbert, 
the lace industry of France grew and prospered. This 
astute minister found edicts of small avail. It was of 
no use to prohibit the wearing of any lace greater than 
sees an inch in width. ‘ Canons,” enormous ruffles of lace 


mazes) just below the knee, were entirely prohibited, and, as 


CWT 5 
weueucus| usual, gold and silver lace was under the ban; yet so 


PS superior were the splendid laces of Italy and Flanders 
weet] that no royal mandates could compel the wearing of 
coarse, home-made fabrics. 

In 1665, Colbert, at one of his own chateaus, Lonrai, 
near Alencon, started a small lace-factory with thirty 
women whom he had brought from Venice. This first 
effort is connected by most authorities with the name of 
Madame Gilbert, a French woman who was a native of 


Alencon, and who was installed as head of the factory, Re Neey 
. ° SUNN A 
since she had already learned how to make Venetian arene 
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LATE 1X.—Bossuet (1627-1704). He wears 
an alb trimmed with Point de France. 
Portrait by Rigaud. 
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other places in France. It was originally called “ Point 
de France.” Later, specific names were chosen; and 
encouraged by Colbert, and fostered by the edict of 
Louis XIV, who forbade the use of any other kind of 
lace in his immediate court circle, Alencon lace grew 
to great perfection and beauty, and many people were 
at work upon it. Drastic measures were used to see 
that the edicts relative to the wearing of French lace 
only were carried out. In 1670 the hangman publicly 
burned “ one hundred thousand crowns’ worth of Point 
de Venise, Flanders lace, and other foreign commodi- 
ties that are forbid.” 

At the frequent balls and masques which were the 
diversion of the French court, the outlay for lace was 
immense. Louise de Querouaille had a man’s dress 
made to wear at a ball in 1672. The bill shows it to 
have been a very rich court suit: 
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gyesewa “For making a dove-coloured and silk brocade coat, Rhingrave 


breeches and canons, the coat lined with white lutestring and 
interlined with camblett ; the breeches lined with lutestring ; 
seamed all over with a scarlet and silver lace ; sleeves and canons 
whipt and laced with a scarlet and silver lace and a point lace 
trimmed with a scarlet figured and plain sattin ribbon and 
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By 1680 it was publicly stated that the laces com- 
monly called Point de Venise were made in France as 
well as in Italy, while in 1687 the Earl of Manchester, 
s| writing from Venice, complains of the excessive price of 
seysexase! the Point made there, and says he is sure it can be 
teas bought as cheap and in better patterns in England or 

; Paris. Never was dress more extravagant. Since the 
ponderous richness of the fashions of the Renaissance 
had been thrown off, it was lighter and more graceful. 
Beauties and é/égantes of both sexes gave their minds to 
this absorbing subject. She who could invent a new use 
for a bit of lace, and he who could contrive something 
bizarre in the cock of a bonnet, were sure of the plaudits 
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of their friends and the satisfaction of having their ideas 
promptly copied. There were such fantastic trifles as 
“galants,” “ladders,” “ fanfreluches,” ‘“ transparents,” 
“furbelows,” “ hurly-burlies,” “ what-nots,” “ Steinkirks,” 
“ Fontanges,” “ engageants,” “roses,” and “ palatines,” — 
all requiring more or less rich and beautiful lace in their 
composition. The skirts of the gowns were looped aside 
to show an under-petticoat quite as rich as the gown 
itself, and frequently smothered in lace in the form of 
whole fronts which hung from the waist, or two or three 
smaller flounces. The sides of the outer skirt were 
trimmed with lace set on in full shell-like ruches, or in 
“ladders,” and only the purse of the wearer, or her credit 
with the lace merchants, limited the amount put on these 
sumptuous gowns. Lest, even with all this elegance of 
attire, life should not be sumptuous enough, “ bath sets ” 
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were made, trimmed with lace, and comprising a gown, 
towels, and a great flounce of lace to surround the bath- Bae : 
tub itself. ates 

Changes of fashions were shown on lay figures, or apt 
dolls, dressed in costly stuffs and laces. At this time 
France had assumed her place as arbiter and leader in 
the world of dress, so these dolls were sent all about, 
to Italy, Flanders, Vienna, and England, and called 
“ Courriers de la Mode.” Two hundred years before, Seo 
Isabella D’Este had sent to France a doll from Mantua 
dressed in the style she affected, which was also worn by 
the Milanese ladies, for Mantua was famous for its caps so 
and its embroideries. Indeed, the well-known term [Rok3e2te% 
“mantua-maker” comes from the name of this city, ’ : 
now scarcely more than a memory. 

With the coming to the throne of Louis XV, lace was 
still in great demand. None, from grisette to grandee, 
but squandered all they could gather together on this 
fragile fabric. Ruffles were an absolute necessity on day- 
shirts, dress-shirts, and nightshirts, Valenciennes being 
the proper lace for these latter garments. For other 
occasions thetrimmings might be “ Point a bride,” “ Point 
4 réseau,” “ Point superfine,” “ Point brilliant,” “ Point AS EY, 
d’ Angleterre,” “ Point d’Alencon,” or “ Point d’Argen- |g i a 
tan.” The extravagance of the period in the lace put fests 
on thenight garments is shown in the Wardrobe Accounts a Ne 


as osha a 


of the Duc de Penthiévre (1738), who paid 520 livres  fagisusuens: 


ISDA 


(about $104) for the lace for collar and cuffs for a [rairusy 
nightshirt. His nightcaps were many and ornate. 
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They cost from 27 livres ($5.40) to 253 livres ($50.60) 
each. 

By 1730 the fardingale, which under the austere frosti- 
ness of Madame de Maintenon’s reign had suffered 
eclipse, regained its old-time proportions. This led to a 
change in the fashion of gowns, and once more yards 
upon yards of lace were needed for their embellishment. 
The thick and heavy stuffs worn in the preceding reign 
were rejected for gauzes and transparent materials, 
trimmed with flutterig lace, which was seen on every 
article of attire from slippers to fans. It was during this 
reign (that of Louis XV) that in the fancy of the great 
dames special makes of lace were relegated to special 
seasons, Argentan and Alenc¢on being called “ winter 
laces,” and their use being somewhat superseded by 
Malines and Point d’Angleterre. 

In Mrs. Palliser’s “ History of Lace” is given some 
items from the Wardrobe Account of Madame Du 
Barry, showing the amount of Point d’ Angleterre she 
considered necessary : 


“ One complete toilette of Point d’Angleterre, 8,823 livres [about 
$1764.60 ]. 

‘‘ A head-dress composed of two barbes, six pairs of cuffs, and a 
Jabot, all of finest Point d’Angleterre, 7,000 livres [$1,400]. 

“Trimming for peignoir, of Point d’Angleterre, 2,343 livres 
[$468.60 ]. 

“Trimming for a fichu, of Point d’Angleterre, 388 livres” 
[$77.60]. 


—and so on, while her bills for other laces, Alencon 
and Argentan, even as late as 1773, teem with borders, 
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LATHE X.—Marie-Pauline Bonaparte, Prin- 

cesse Borghese (1780-1825 ). Empire robe 
trimmed with black Guipure. Ruff of gold lace, 
wired. Portrait by Mme Benoit. 
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flounces, and festoons. Even a pair of sabots was 
trimmed with two ruffles of Blonde Tulle bordered with feds! 
Alencon ! a NCY RS 
With the coming to the throne of Marie Antoinette, 
wearied with the formality and etiquette of the old 
régime, the court, when not on dress parade, laid aside 
formal fashions, and frivolled in India muslin and straw 
hats. There was not much lace worn, except Blonde, 
which made frills at the sleeves and about the corsage, [228 gee 
and much of the eccentricity which crops out in every cease 5 
court found expression in the hair-dressing, which as- Sheep 
sumed such gross and ridiculous proportions that books PEPE? 
and newspapers are filled with sarcastic remarks on the een 
subject. Many little details of dress originated by the 
Queen were called by her name, like the fichus trimmed 
with lace and tied behind, which we now call “ Marie Has tat 
Antoinettes.” They were originally called ‘“ Archi- 
duchesses,” and were made from both Tulle and Marli, 
as well as from muslin. At the Petit Trianon the 
ladies worked at lace-making and embroidery as well as 
at farming, and flounces of Marli lace were embroidered, 
or at any rate commenced, and served as pretty trifles to 
show off white hands. Even the men worked at such 
things as lace work, and carried about with them 
little bags, called in derision “ridicules,” which were 
furnished with sewing-implements all of gold, and often 
jewelled. 
When a court lady reached her fortieth year she wore 
a coif of black lace and tied it under her chin. By 1789 [steices. 


MANIC RIAN 
AVIAN VI \ 


IROL 


‘ 


7 

% 
VIN 
Mas 
NA 
ty 


rs 
MS Fa 


i 
% Pm 
RY 5 


= OSTEO " 


ea 


is: 


3 
= 
Lety 


pian 


oy) 


Fab Sea as ID aby b , WF, Y y Papa AM aa an" 
bT D974 KG 3 Mad” 9 us AB p Ts Ys ARN ONAN OT) TN 
Bas 8% ; 05% oo MaMa Pa ep 

Pacis VAS Ms Maced a Waa PMO a A 

BOM aA Po CC ene KN 4 
v v CAN 5 Beas o Waals 5 


NM A 
we 


v, 
2 A fig 7 s x" es “4 = 
iF, om SP, as oot FP, 7% TF, oS = ce Se] TP, : i 
ARG So, ae) ’ al a| Pie) wa, Die a TST a 3 6 my K 
PANG Sad AS SPIN a VSG TPIS LES PU Lely y d SPIE 
Ta YaaS Ma B40 Po BNM 08 Pa CAS Ma MN Me 
6 COS My Ma PANE 
% Pa PTS Py RAL Py BEM a Pa BY AY Pa AEWA Py 
‘és Fg Vs » Fy Va Va a SPA APs 
409 Ma VMGAY My BYR AN Mo BER 08 Ma SGU PE 
ROAR A iene 
BL Sia Sila aie ies 
BN Sie 
ON eenelerneeta’otate’ are 


Ly 


va 


SA 
rast 


", 


rt 


*] 
sf 


ee 


3 
Paatt tas 


eaticececeey 
Bb 
Se 


oe 


PER ERF} 


ee se8 Estee ca 
SSIS IR Ty reacts Se eB 38 
DIDI es Beas sep aReoseeane Danas 
ALAS Ue a BS ct Ks ic re a eee a Fk Fe ys £ 
TURES eo isceeegeg cian ee ee 
5 te cesar ae SR ncaa eae age PNR aS 3 
en a Beebe a Sea Fe SUPT CNS gee NIA , 
Peace iene Nic ees oe ee Teer eee DRED REDE 
sparse Sea eae eres ee HCI AC IIR SDR EK 
seme hss eeatn ase ct eeee ee ee Pen eD 
ANNI. CN et Paar at a? 7% us Fa 
aoe OI IIE BOOK fe eo 
CRN os ee ee CE NAS 
sae OK EE OK, THE LA d with Pe hice 
aon cay < e Nana ae 
EQo% : ” trimm mee Bata , 
anus Pierrot, AS EAN 
eM oe pacha) a “ona es gr ge 
su Rane ladies wore caps “< e, the |i Sy 
Bi WN ‘ ] . ne ’ Ne ae % 
i NAS old a P in Fr a : r, 
fea only olc lace. ied, at least brief frais 
BRON tities o . died, ived for a me 
Sana uan olution be revive f se rai 
is With the Rev of lace, to ben ted the effect. o EDR EEE 
AS se late : c tas Nf 
ana and u a prec h Ss relon PICRDLS DIE 
oe facture who P s of hi =) Pen Yas Poy 
“eal manu Vapoleon, ] year degrees: ; 
SESE der Nap ing the early sels, and sts 
ec riod un during Brussels, : 
yeaeae2| perio ire, and du ; Alencon, this 
tas EDS , f attir e, - rial. ics of 
WN Ta coh, | ry O - lmpe . fabric 
pees luxu ‘e was rite Il 
CSAIN a more favou the x 
BRAS RAN once ‘e the d to 
SANS lace ; were atten 
ices Chantilly laces de time even to ily and court. a 
stan cnn ma is fami 
ee a arch, who s of his fi POE eee e 
exieseess| Mon f the costume es, and comm tain ex- jgsagnse 
PDI SG “Te res, ter RS 
BAER RED tails o factu to ente aS aR at 
Bunaeaen| de e manu only o "CSS. bra shaitiassaia's 
ate By SN hom 2 e not . to dr ess. P.O aasty NY 
cas saa urage se hin tion ee ceas 
BD SERE NAY enco d Jos P h atten ; SANS 
Nes bie rdere muc aws as PSR T 
poCranes leon o devote d gewg DR DIED 
<Rigtid apo to "ess and g PORE 
SS N but also d of dre ant Roe Sa 
AAI Ay . : raAVaA Ny foe: = WARE 
ae tensively, who was as “its See Sine ae fees 
EDDIE ess, ev on poe te 
Ree eS Empr lad to a year NENA 
eT oe) The too fe a f; ances y: PASCO DN 
geegeen only 00,000 tr In the PeNIeE 
Aa Birch hild, was er 1,000, in debt. Tes Od 
SNe a chud, nt ov tly in SANA 
Me eed ee nd spe stan y : dresses, erKSs 
PAE RG mes; a as con : uslin W-M4aS Pas 
cee! Costu then w hite m Nes 
cen ctares d even 200 w 500 to fetus 
TE Guee one hes, an ‘dered ing from PNA 
i RBs OFS clothes, } orde sting : flamers: 
Suna Maras 03 she ith lace, co 1S OL gece 
Seeanone 1802-— ; d wit d 558 pa Wa Nin 
PASEO Voy mme she ha Toni sh 
Eben pice i : d or tri ear Ss 1Ses. 4 Mee h 
PR eS idere he same y : d chem maths Dal, 
Peednonka mbro In the imme SDN 
wuonduacal oe ach. lace-tr nel is Tes oe 
ANN" oo francs e d 500 O flan aN Pas AR 
Ce AG 2,000 fra a Ss, an but tw Ke Bie oS 
SDS ilk stockings, were that paises, 2 
Racnona : silk s there close Tashi 
ESET white rdrobe was so # Gs 
Bd a hole wat owns nly gar- eee : 
ES who f the g he only g SON 
one! Ty her fit o re the RS 
NADY ince the set we the & eRe 
SANA . ts sinc . nd cor At Lo Sika Fy 
SPR etticoats, hemise a them. Pai 8 aie 
ge ae RS 2 Pp ; inter ache derneath 6 em- Pa at 
ENE RE YS win unde . tissue EI NA 
Neues! GVven in ; wear f silver meas 
CPE ble to own oO ruff BrAR AS TES 
Nee Mey OSSI yore a g . eck a Heit as 
CEOS ments p hine wor hite n BEVAS Mai Mas 
Sas nts ion Josephin d her w dded  esteas: 
nae gaaes tion d aroun d stu Saray cey 
Bet pig corona . Id, an . ired an PRE % 
4 S18" DANS : h go ’ avily w © Nie NIA) 
paeeeas re 5 of ex Pa PAS WA 
Bet SENN Taase ener 
Ry PNA TS Lash 7 or sr, J 
ATARI OS - . . * a NIVIN, - 
eecre a4 with jewels shat eekly oa 
SoS aS San aaa ean “chad 
=: oa uee 8% 38 - ENE A BES Bs en Cay tN 5 on 
KDRD EDR Rb eS Ia Pe Soa eS BAIR IG 5 EE 
v Ni I SE SA #: ashes qc PRE x rat a, Yas 
SaaS RRS eas ES ANIC Sige Se oS ap Bee mies he 
RS RRC oe eee eee eee 
UN ! Roc Crs a Pa pP He a Ma I, = Rie ie soe at baa Fe RINE . 
o% 5A PaaS Vast (Bee SE Se ba Kot raid aes a8 SoS a BRP Se Kenia 
as a Y FSM aM ses Shade tas SYS 720s Rite ras bapa Sean es pact BS Sep 
na Dice. rio aS isa haa Treat a ei Sst hc . Pat He Nel Boa cits Aen ae Sore 
: pe ES chattel Se ene ESB She asad use PE STE Pais 
: PR Se Ra a manatee canncaneess SPRY esiaicuncens: MATa 
re rk SRNL Sap Nicaea Sosa nd ec SS 8 45 SEND NE Se 
ae a MGS Se PANIES Sa A aE NS OMe AN SAS RAN Ts Sa NU 0S MB MAS 42h Soh PD ey 
aaa 8 M8 Rei IC aoc acto ence ike te ae Fa Sagrbcbtle 
scEbs cin site atu egiscnnees PEED ee passa ahaa 
= > EY Dd CS RE 
ie e Par ature 
KDR SED ees 


Ry 
es 
E 
Ss 
Re 


LATE XI.—Empress Eugénie. White and 
black silk Blonde lace. One length of this 
flounce three and one-half yards long, twenty inches 
wide, sold in London in 1903 for forty-five guineas. 
Portrait by Winterhalter. 
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The trousseau of Marie Louise, prepared under the cet 
critical eye of Napoleon himself, had an abundance of ; 
lace on the beautiful garments. Her bed was draped 
with fine Alengon lace made with the Napoleonic cipher, 
this figure being introduced into the coverlet, curtains, 
valances, and pillow-cases. At the birth of the King of weyses cr 
Rome the city of Paris presented a cradle, made of 
silver, gilded, and designed by Prud’hon. It was an 
exquisite thing, crowned by a figure of Glory upholding 
a brilliant star. Silk curtains fell away on either side, 
and the most delicate Alencgon lace composed the cover- 
let, while the lace flounces bordering it fell to the floor. 

When Mademoiselle Permon became Duchesse 
d’Abrantés in 1800, her trousseau was the first one of 
elegance and beauty seen in Paris since the Revolution. 

It contained, as the bride described it with real girlish 
delight, — 

—‘*full-trimmed chemises with embroidered sleeves, pocket-handker- 


chiefs, petticoats, morning gowns, dressing-gowns of India muslin, 
night-dresses, nightcaps, morning caps of all forms and colours,” 
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—and the whole of these garments were embroidered 
and trimmed with Valenciennes, Mechlin, or English 
Point. The wedding gown for the civil ceremony was 
trimmed with Point lace. The bonnet was of Brussels 
Point, from which fell a veil of fine Point d’Angleterre 

large enough to cover the whole person. Empress a 
Josephine was present ina superb “redingote” trimmed ates 
with “ magnificent Point d’ Angleterre and with bows of 
turquoise-blue ribbon.” 
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In a letter from the Duchesse Edmée de Brancas, 
dated Paris, 1778, she says : 


“The craze for the Neo-Greek costume which has been in favour 
ever since the Revolution demands that every line of the female 
form should be in evidence, and lays stress on much that were 
better concealed. ‘To me it is quite disgusting.” 
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The colours affected were all called by fanciful names, a 

certain shade of brown being “ terre d’Egypte,” while for Jasesagus 

ladies’ gowns such colours as “gorge de pigeon” were [P2geratis’ 

all the rage. Bayne ene 
The Baroness de Courtot, a member of the old 7é- pe nn a 

gime, who returned to Paris in 1800, wore on her 

presentation to Josephine a gown of gorge de pigeon, 

“with the waist up under the arms and a long train.” 

The dress was decorated with a jabot of Flemish lace 

fastened on the bosom with a diamond clasp. zsnsaceses 
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Madame Tallien, who was noted for her extravagance, [isagi ses, 
was the possessor of 365 head-dresses and bonnets, all |¥ 
more or less lace-trimmed, and 400 gowns, varying in 
value from 50 to 1,000 frances each. ‘The appearance of 
the court was very gay and bright, since Napoleon 
*| abhorred dark colours and would not permit them to be 
worn before him. 

About this same period (1801) there occurred in 
Cassel the wedding of the Duke of Meiningen with the 
Princess of Hesse. The trousseau was on view in one 
of the rooms of the palace. The dresses were displayed 
avvee.s, upon a long table in the middle of the room, and round 
imsaeaes} about stood smaller tables on which lay the body linen, 
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the bridal robe, hats, shoes, coiffures, and smaller articles. 
An eye-witness goes on to say: 
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“Many of the dresses were extremely rich and elegant; all had 
immensely long trains and separate sleeves, either of old Point or 
embroidered muslin or lawn. The bridal robe, I was told, was a 
gift from the divine Queen Louise, who had chosen and had it 
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carried out after her own design in Berlin. Nea hieninie 
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This “ divine Queen Louise” was the lovely Queen of 
Prussia whose portrait, coming down a stair, is so popular. 
The scarf of lace which she always wears, like so many 
other personal details affected by royalty, —as the hanging 
sleeves of Anne Boleyn, or the ruff of Queen Elizabeth, 
— was first worn to hide a defect. This is adescription (asses 
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of Queen Louise at the opera, by the same witness : AN 


“She wore a white muslin gown, with a little posy of violets at 
her bgsom, and a kind of turban of silver-spangled crépe on her 
wonderful blonde hair. Round her throat was draped a curious 
filmy scarf-like veil of delicate white lace. When her Highness 
first came to Berlin, she suffered from a slight swelling in the 
neck, and took to wearing this scarf in order to hide it. The 
scar has long since disappeared, but she retained the habit of 
wearing the scarf, and, strange to say, the ladies have adopted it 
as a settled fashion, and all go about now with their neck so 
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It was this same young and lovely Queen who tried to 

induce Napoleon not to deprive her husband of half his : ee 

kingdom of Prussia, but which Napoleon did, neverthe- (yetasesssia: 

less, at the Treaty of Tilsit. 
Napoleon had special laces made for his own and the 

royal family’s wear, with the Imperial bees introduced 


as a part of the pattern. 
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PRE been done away with. The wedding veil of the Em- 
ia ee ab . . ey 
weaunsera} press was the gift of the city of Liege, and was large 
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EDDIE SIC The French laces no longer retain their distinctive | 
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faysttice character. Alencon is made to-day at Venice, and the 
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anceyeces| styles have become so merged that it is difficult to dis- 
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eSeedaenty tinguish them. The Flemish influence, however, seems 
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CS Ss 5 fe Mas Fa G 
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RIS DID tries that lace forms only one more item in the list 

seguecgues| Where each country claims priority. There are no 
records to show that any Flemish lace was made before 
the fifteenth century, about the time it was made in 
Italy, and the early forms were Gothic in character, as 
was to be expected. These passed, and designs drawn 


from flowers took their place, and “ Rose Point” was the 


ESipaurtas as world of art and all the higher forms of artistic indus- 
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LATE XII.—Cornelias de Graef. Collar, 

band strings, and edging of cuffs Point de 
Flandre. Cloak and doublet edged with black 
Guipure, garters and roses on shoes of this same lace. 
Portrait by Nicholas Khas. 
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: mas The imitative Dutch always bettered the article they 
ae uae copied, and the lace made by their men, women, and 
Ses! children was no exception to the rule. Not only was it 
es e "s made at the homes of the workers, but in great estab- 
masaeyectes| lishments called Béguenages, one of the most famous of 


these being at Ghent. Different qualities of lace, and 
of course great varieties of patterns, were made in the 
lace schools, and were sold both for home use and for 
exportation. No Dutch vrouww considered her dress 
complete without some edging of lace at least on her 
cap, and generally her skilful fingers could make it if 
her pocket was too lean to buy it. Just how early lace- eneeaNee 
making began in the Low Countries it would be diffi- 
cult to say, but it is known that long before it was 
applied to secular uses it was owned by churches and 
ecclesiastics. Many rich vestments still belong to the old 


at churches of Brabant, made of the splendid old Brussels 
es lace, and so well cared for that they retain to-day their 
= old-time elegance. In the magnificent cathedrals of 
Si Holland will be shown you treasures of lace that are 


#3: 
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absolutely bewildering, not only those belonging to the 
robes of the priests and the cloths of the altar but also 
votive offerings to madonnas and saints. These often 
take the form of robes made wholly of lace or richly 
trimmed therewith, veils, or whole suits for the Infant 
the Madonna holds in her arms. 

The Hollanders had many methods of economising, 
—selling the splendid cloths they made at home, and 
wearing an inferior quality of English manufacture ; or 
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gs7aeszen' find any record of lace being exported to that— 
Peas ansed 
3 Giana — “country that draws fifty feet of water, 
SoRas a In which men live as in the hold of nature, 
Ra BEN ae And when the sea does in them break 
ceases And drowns a province, does but spring a leak.” 
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g é They might go without lace, but, when they wore it, it 
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3% was that made of choicest flax, and at home. Countless 
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portraits bear out this statement, as well as testifying to 
the fondness these burghers had for rich raiment and 
twisted chains of fine gold made in Venice, which city, 
in the centuries of the Renaissance, led the world in 
goldsmith’s work. They copied, it is true, the laces of 
Venice, but this was only till they learned the intricacies 
of needle point. After that they were quite able to 
stand alone. 

The Dutch artists of the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries painted charming genre pictures of life among 
the simple as well as among the great. Card _ parties, 
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painted more realistic pictures of this character than |e 
Mieris, while the portraits of Mierevelt, Jan de Bray, PRR EPR 
Franz Hals, and Rembrandt show what dignified and rigs 
elegant gentlemen these burgomasters of the Nether- pepe ae 

fa SANs AS 


lands were, how sumptuous was their attire, and with | Sephies ; 
what a grand air they wore it. The lace roses on their eee sete : 
shoes were not too small a detail to be duly given point iB 
for point, while the falling collars, fichus, cuffs, stom- 
achers, and caps of their wives are painted with such 
faithfulness that the quality and kind of lace is easily 
discernible. 
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; The use of lace seems to have been encouraged rather 
cub ees than repressed, and the chief care for the Dutch was to [agistg 
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Soo TSA NA ; A RDI 
Seeeae RS keep at home their skilful workers who were tempted to  {fartex 
Iss YPN = ‘A pbs fe 
SSc akaeaee.a| other countries to teach those less skilful the arts and [istais 
2 EQN SRS ’ i x ° : DIC 
igeetegccezer| crafts in which the Flemings excelled. So alarmed did jyaearee 
st , 48 ers AE 
a Rn, the Flanders burgomasters become at the number of [eistsis 
: NP lace-makers that emigrated to France, attracted there by heat, 
SEN 8 Oa : matte 
eee kez! the offers of Colbert, that in December, 1698, an act ronan 
3 errs 


pare was passed at Brussels, threatening with punishment any jFatys 
: EDS person who should entice away her work-people. Even 
gysee48) with the loss of many skilled hands, more than enough 
#*| lace was made for home consumption, and in 1768 
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Pitan England alone paid Flanders for lace, $1,250,000 
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east or west, that has not depended and does not still 
depend largely on the wages of her lace-makers, the 
greatest drawback to this industry being its merciless 
destruction of the workers’ eyes, many of them losing 
their sight when in the neighbourhood of thirty years of 
age. Even so, there are always plenty of apprentices to 
be had, the lace schools of West Flanders alone num- 
bering over 400, with more than 30,000 scholars. The 
Béguinages harbour many more lace-workers of all ages, 
for by far the greater number of inmates are women of 
independent means, who live at these institutions, come 
and go as they please, the only requisites being that they 
are not married, will come within the walls at a certain 
hour at night, and have enough money to maintain 
themselves. During a large part of every day they 
labour for the benefit of the institution, which is pre- 
sided over by members of a Catholic Sisterhood, who 
also have in connection with it a lace school. The 
Béguinage at Ghent numbers several thousand of these 
independent workers, beside the immense numbers of 
children and young girls in the school itself. 
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Quite different is the position occupied by Spain with js#s% 
regard to the lace made within her borders. Quantities Seeks 
of course occupied the attention of the many nuns 
which dwelt in such a Roman Catholic country. They 
copied very faithfully the beautiful Gros Points de 
Venise, and these were used wholly for the Church, meena, 

‘s2z4 adorning its altars and the robes of the priests. Little [FeS2s* 
was known of this store of lace treasures till the middle PRAT 
of the nineteenth century, for the Spanish grandee, ever SRK 
a wearer of choice raiment, laced his garments with the ad ea 
products of Italy, France, and Flanders, or with laces ead 
of silver or gold. Few laces ever achieved the vogue of 
what was known as Point d’Espagne, the most splendid 
trimming of the seventeenth century, worn extensively 
by all the world of powerful and great, and, although 
called Spanish Point, yet largely made outside of Spain 
and sent there for sale. With the changes of fashion in 
both men and women’s clothes the use of this lace has 
wholly declined, the remnant of its glory still shining in 
subdued form on the uniforms of the army and navy. 

Spanish Blonde, the only other famous lace of Spain, 
is yet worn in mantillas and flounces; but in modern 
times this is no longer made in Spain except in small 
quantities, the French market supplying the demand, 
and making these laces in the well-known Spanish style, 
with a fine net ground and heavy florid pattern. 

Germany never occupied an important place in the 
lace-making world, though she early began to copy in- 
dustriously from France in the north and Italy in the 
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pillow and bobbins with her, and found time amid her 
varied duties to make enough “ Potten Kant” to keep 
her caps trimmed, and enough to edge the many fine 
linen cloths which stood on table and mantel-shelf. 
There are one or two old pillows, still set with pins, the 
thread yellow with age and the bobbins quiet for many 
a long year, treasured in museums in New York State 
and in Maine. But these are only occasionally to be 
met with. Like most of our luxuries, our lace came 
from London, and plenty of it was on sale here. Too 
much attention and too much money was bestowed on 
these gauds in the opinion of our ancestors, and they 
found it necessary to frame sumptuary laws for the 
guidance of the light-minded, just as was being done in 
Europe, to check over-indulgence in world’s gear. 

In 1634 the Massachusetts General Court prohibited 
the purchase of “any app’ell either woolen, silke, or 
lynnen with any lace on it, silver, golde, silke, or 
threed.” “The very fact of this prohibition being framed 
shows that there were sufficient quantities of these 
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About 1658, when the lady was close upon sixty years 
of age, she had from London shoes of damson-purple 
Turkey leather and satin, scarlet stockings, and a light 
violet-coloured petticoat, “ grave and suitable for a per- 
son of quality.” She had a spotted gauze gown, a 
“striped” silk, a cinnamon silk, and a flowered silk, 
“with partes (ruffles), as they rate them, to weare in the 
sleeves, as the fashion is for some.” Silver gimp and 
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THE GROWTH OF LACE 


church of a Sunday morning a purple and gold atlas 
gown, cut away in front to show her black velvet petti- 
coat edged with two silver orrices. Her head-dress was 
a “frontage,” or “ Fontange,” and she wore around her 
neck a “Steinkirk” edged with lace. The news had 
probably not yet arrived that Fontanges had been 
“out” a six month and “flat heads” were the mode. 

Nor was the dandy less solicitous about his appear- 
ance. From 1730 till half a dozen years later his gold- 
laced coat was buttoned at the waist, and then left to 
fly open to the throat, to show as much “bravery ” as 
he could muster in the way of lace ruffles. These 
were repeated at his wrists. 

Governer Montgomery, when he occupied Fort 
George, had not only much household furniture sent 
him from London, but clothes as well, suitable to his 
quality. Among them was a suit with “open silver 
lace,” “a scarlet coat and breeches trimmed with gold 
lace,” and many lace-trimmed shirts. 

New York and New England were, however, away 
behind Virginia and the Carolinas in the elegances 
which could be obtained there without sending to 
England. John Frison of Henrico County, Virginia, 
had on sale in his store, beside farming-tools, such as 
they were, the following expensive articles : 


“ Holland night-caps; muslin neck-cloths; silk-fringed gloves ; 
silver shoe-buckles ; embroidered Holland waistcoats; 2 doz. pr. 
white gloves; 1 lace cap; 7 lace shirts ; 9 lace ruffles ; holstercaps 
of scarlet embroidered with silver and gold; gold and silver hat- 
bands ; a parcel of silver lace ; and a feathered velvet cap.” 
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laces for sale. ‘The presence of the many officers who suet 
. 2S a Sais 
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New York, “gold and silver vellum lace, gold and aa iV 8: 
silver bullion fringe, silk sashes, and hat feathers, for iS 


the gentlemen of the militia and army.” 

Indeed, ten years earlier, there was enough finery 
here to necessitate the services of a cleaner, who adver- 
tises in the following words : 

“Thomas Davis, Dry Scourer from London, now lives at the 
house of Mr. Benjamin Leigh, School Master, in Bridge Street, 
near the Long Bridge, where he cleans all sorts of Gentlemens 
and Ladies cloathes, Gold and Silver lace, Brocades and em- 
broidered work, Points d’Espagne, cuffs and Robings, wrought 


beds, hangings and tapestry, flower’d Velvets, and chints, without 
hurting their flowers, at a reasonable rate.” 


We find aprons were as fashionable in New York as 
they were in England, even though Beau Nash declared 
them only fit for Abigails. By 1751 you could get 
them of “flower’d and plain gauze, lawn, gauze with 
Trolley lace, and finely flower’d.” 

Three years later (1754) appeared this announcement : 


“M. Derham, milliner from London by way of Philadelphia in 
the Rachel, Captain Joy, at her shop near Alderman Livingston’s 
in South Street, has brought a genteel and new assortment of 
figur’d ribbons, plain ducapes, satten do, gauzes, catgut, Paris net, 
white and color’d blond lace, silk edgings, thread do, black silk 
laces and fringes, hollands, minionette and other muslins.” 


RSE Sea DEY 
VARS a AS IS IG I PG Bd 
cf 


TAY a RN se TA Sa Toe a LTS S/S DT 2 AS ORES q EO 
Fs Meds OH heat chad act hate toode hide, ae ohne okies Sud cmat cod a otan aoa omae cea, 
gus’ Maas ah S%a $5 SECC RSC SE Oe: STAR SUE USB OTS EAL TSU 
bss on oR 7 St aS SPIN ONS PRS APS RNY ohaducheate Ha aad 
BA a AU a AS Ca EBA SEA aN a HA aS Pa YS ASFA A aS PAN PTS Uae Ca EA 
IS Wier tata ANTS TAR WII) Sd ANIA) OI) Wy LOI ORS © 
Ea Ta PEMA Ma BTA Mn aS a BETA MG US BGG aS Pag BEVIS Ma BEV 08 Fa AVG aS Ma NOM Oy SHG 09 Pa WI. UN a PAN, Pa Ma 
CASA ASIN PPS) Shey SMM Padus bitte Shes tae ue ep 
MSG SAS OR, SA EES eA . 
RRS ARTA PASTAS AREAS ” i ‘ 
Foes teas 2 irae 2 77] 
DE NBN Es Oy ODN e 


MS < 


Sorry 


auto? 
A id eeicl-4 


Sy bis yucky 


OOO 


A 


ais rat ais 

ORAL Sa 

Gaon ans Ea: 

TS). eae 8 ha, bps 
on LS 


SARE TSA. 


a ane 


ra 
Sagas wy, Ke 7 
wa 
S71 
TS 


VIN VN 


2 


"a 


b> 


at a 


‘ah? 
eS oe 
O71} 


Piet 


Co) 


as. 
Ae 


Last 

ae, 

a sas . 

Rae oka 
"a = 

TS 


fa SIS : 
SID Ay Ns 
AM ASI iors 
test 
Oy INI 
SHE Gat ates 
ISIS a 
Mi n° a FG “afh) tee 
LIA VSL NDF 
a P 
1 i LenS 
MS 


Se 
"mt P| 


LATE XIV.—Portrait of George Washing- 
ton, by Rothermel. Showing use of lace, 
probably Mechlin, in Colonial costume. 
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There are more than a hundred other articles mentioned 
in Mistress Derham’s list of goods which concludes as 
follows : 

“ Kyery thing in the millinery way is made up in the newest 
fashion, such as lappet heads, caps, French handkerchiefs, ruffles, 


stomachers, ruffs, sleeve and glove knots, shades, capuchines, hats, 
bonnets, etc., at the very lowest prices.” 


In 1762 there is advertised a special importation of 
“ gentleman’s superfine laced and plain hats, dress’d and 
cock’d by the most fashionable hatter in England.” In 
addition were to be had castor and felt hats, and a par- 
ticular kind of felt hat with gold lace and feathers. 

By 1764 there could be bought at Moore & Lynsen’s 
Vendue House such fine “apperl” as a “suit of super- 
fine white broadcloth trimmed with gold, and a suit of 
superfine blue trimmed with gold vellum holes.” This 
same year Nicholas Stuyvesant advertises “ Gentlemen’s 
ruffles of Blonde lace.” 

Colonel Washington sent to London in 1759 for arti- 
cles needed by his wife. No lace is specified, but there 
are caps, handkerchiefs, and tuckers ; “ double handker- 
chiefs,” a black mask, a silver tabby petticoat, and a 
“tuckered petticoat of a fashionable colour,” and two 
handsome breast-knots. All these articles were prob- 
ably trimmed with thread or metal lace. Nearly all the 
portraits of Washington in state dress show lace ruffles 
at the sleeves and a cravat or breast ruffles of the same. 
In later life Mrs. Washington’s caps and kerchiefs were 
always edged with lace, and some of this, of both 
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Lenzuolo uno di revo di tele cinque lavorato a 


punto. 


Peza una de tarnete @argento facte a stelle. 


Lenzuolo uno de tele, quatro lavorato a radecxelo. 
Peze quatro de radexelo per mettere ad uno moscheto. 
Tarneta una @oro et seda negra facta da osst. 


Pecto uno @oro facto a grupi. 


Lavoro uno de rechamo facto a grup, dove era suso le 


perle de Madona Biancha. 
Binda una lavarata a poncto de dow 
lenzuolo.” 


From the Inventory of Angela and Ippolita Sforza-Visconti. 


Milan, September 12, 
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O other article of attire has been so Satis 
hermmed and hedged about with re- /EE232 
strictions, orders, edicts, and laws as 
this, the most becoming of all the 
frivolities of woman’s attire. Writing 
in the twentieth century, when the mas 


a 

: ke 
Fa at 
Ca 

“ 


Sic] Lo oy 
Rs ae is 


aT aa a 


utilitarian and entirely ungraceful habits worn by men eee 
have superseded those rich and graceful costumes of a PSPS 
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JDLATE NV.—Princess Eleonora di Mantova. 
Ruff and cuffs of cut-work. Portrait by Por- 
bus the younger (1540-1580 ). 
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back and forth, and which were sewed to the lawn with 
buttonholing, such parts of the lawn as were unneces- 
sary being cut away. 

Little by little new stitches were tried, different de- 
signs were introduced, and the first work which bore 
any resemblance to lace and eventually grew into its 
finer forms was called “ Drawn Work,” or Punto Tirato, 
some of it being of great delicacy and beauty. 

Punto a Reticella, or “Greek lace,” as it was com- 
monly called, was made in both insertions and edgings. 
It was really the first needle point, as well as the first 
lace ; since both cut- and drawn-work, which had pre- 
ceded it, were more lace-like material than real lace. 
Greek Points or Feticellas were made in abundance 
from 1480 to 1625. Not only did they decorate vest- 
ments:and altar-cloths, but whole shrouds were made of 
them as well. The earliest of these points—made in 
stiff geometric designs, such as were used in Gothic 
eysaeecas| architecture—were at first threads buttonholed over, 

the foundation being cut away, or threads being drawn 

out, and little loops called “ picots” or “purls” being 

set along at intervals. Later the varieties of pattern 

became greatly extended, wheels were introduced, and {& BS 

triangles with inside ornaments of great beauty. De- |faey 
signs alternated in the points, giving it great variety, and 

toward the end of its career the patterns lost their 

geometric tendency, and, as far as the limited nature of 

the work would allow, followed the style of design 

popular in other laces of the Renaissance. In some of 
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THE LACE BOOK 


the richest of the old Greek Points, to add to their 
beauty, silk threads of different colours were introduced 
as well as gold and silver. The best means of studying 
this lace is in the splendid portraits of the period, when 
artists delighted to linger over every loop and purl, and 
rendered the lace with a fidelity which betrayed their ene 
appreciation of it. re ae ee 
Although it was freely worn in France, Germany, 
England, Spain, and Flanders, little of it was made in 
any of these countries. In its home, Greece, and in the 
Ionian Isles and Italy, enough was made to supply what 
was needed in all these other countries. As finer laces 
were made, the Reticellas fell into disuse, and their pro- 
duction declined. With each succeeding year, under 
the skilful fingers and in the artistic atmosphere of 
Venice, all work became more and more beautiful, and 
the next step forward was Punto in Aria,— literally 
“point in air,” showing the departure from cut-work, or 
drawn-work, in having no cloth or thread foundation 
upon which the pattern was worked. It was in reality 
what we call “lace,” worked on a parchment pattern 
upon which the design was clearly drawn, and enriched 
with many very beautiful stitches, the various parts of 
the design being connected with “brides,” or bars, made 
of buttonholing and ornamented with loops of thread 
and sometimes with tiny wheels. 
It was not difficult to trace how, little by little, this 
lace became the celebrated Punto Taghato a Foghami, 
which was made in the same manner as Punto in Aria, 
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LATE XVI.— Ileanor of Toledo, wife of 

Cosimo II, Duke of Florence, died 1562. 
Showing chemisetie of drawn-work very beautiful 
in design, and net of knotted gold threads. Portrait 
by Bronzino. 
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LATE XVIl.—** Punto in aria.” STtalian 
needle point. Early Sixteenth Century. 
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THE LACE BOOK 


which those born in the purple considered their own 
prerogatives, gave rise to sumptuary laws, which sought 
to regulate the expenditure of those who wished to 
lavish too much money upon splendid gauds. Perhaps 
the earliest sumptuary law framed in regard to women’s 
dress was that passed in Rome, 215 B. c. and called the 
Oppian Law. This provided that no woman should 
possess more than half an ounce of gold, wear a dress of 
different colours, or ride in a vehicle in the city, nor 
within a mile of it except on occasions of public reli- 
gious ceremonies. This order was repealed twenty 
years later. In more modern times the first important 
sumptuary laws in Italy were those of Frederick II 
(1194-1250). 

The Great Council forbade the use of any trimming 
which cost more than ten lire in all. 

In the next century (1348) colours were a matter 
against which laws were framed, and neither dark green 
nor black gowns were allowed to be worn in the morn- 
ing; while in 1330 edicts had been passed allowing only 
embroidered figures on dresses, not painted ones. By 
1414, however, the manufacture of gold lace had so far 
progressed that the horses in a state procession at 
Venice had housings of gold lace. Of course this was 
of a less rich character than that used on clothes. 

Prohibitions of gold embroidered and trimmed gar- 
ments were passed in 1481, but, notwithstanding this, 
the manufacture and wearing of gold lace continued. 
About 1500, Hercules I, Duke of Ferrara, created the 
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LATHE XVIII.—Gros Point de Venise. Six- 
teenth Century. In process of construction. 
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Order of the Golden Spur, and to the gift of the spur 
was added a sword, a mantle trimmed with gold lace, 
and a grant of money. With these emoluments a 
quantity of service was expected. About ten years 
before this, on January 26, 1491, at the wedding fes- 
tivities at Milan held in honour of the marriage of 
Lodovico Sforza and Beatrice d’Este, the fétes were a 
succession of most gorgeous pageants, in which men and {gaee3 
women were robed and jewelled with a richness unpar- SAN 
alleled even in the days of the Renaissance. In a 
tournament which was one of the crowning festivities 
of the week the combatants entered the lists in com- 
panies, clad in fancy costumes, and bearing the devices 
which were the fashion of the day. The Mantuans, a 
troop of twenty horsemen, were clad in green velvet 
and gold lace, and bore in their hands golden lances and 
olive boughs. 

The old burgomasters of Florence made a firm stand 
against indulgences in dress and ornament. They 
aimed their strictures against the frivolities of women’s 
attire, though the fop of the day was as much bedecked 
in his way as the belle was in hers. Dante aims some 
of his scarcasms at the rich chains and crosses worn 
about the neck and over the doublet, and the girdle of 
gold or silver, studded with stones and fantastically (ysevasug: 
wrought, with which the good citizen begirt himself purty: 
instead of with leather, as he did in earlier days. Tor : 
the guidance of the feminine part of the Republic of 
Florence were these laws framed at the time when the 
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THE LACE BOOK 


only lace so far known was that twisted of strands of 
gold and silver. 


“No woman of any condition whatever may dare or presume in 
any way in the city, suburbs, or district of Florence to wear pearls, 
mother-of-pearl, or precious stones, on the head or shoulders, or 
on any other part of the person, or on any dress which may be 
worn upon the person. 


Item. She may not dare or presume to wear any brocade of 

old or silver, or stuff gilt or silvered, embroidered or trimmed 

with ribbons, neither on her shoulders nor on her head, nor on any 
garment as described above. 


Item. She may not dare or presume to wear more than one 
pound of silver in the shape of garlands and buttons, or in any 
other way, on the head or shoulders, or otherwise as has been said 
above; except that besides the said pound of silver she may wear a 
silver belt of fifteen ounces’ weight. 


Item. She may not dare or presume to wear any slashings, in 
any robe or dress, neither at the bosom nor at the sleeves, nor to 
cuffs or collars, larger than the seventh of a yard according to the 
measure of the yard of the wool-workers, and these slashings shall 
not be lined with skins either of wild or tame beasts, or with 
silk, but only with woolen or linen, nor must they be trimmed 
with fringe either of silk, silver, or gold, or gilt or silvered. 


Item. She must not wear on her fingers more than three rings 
in all, and the said rings can have no more than one pearl or 
precious stone in each, and the said rings must not exceed the 
weight of silver allowed above. 


Item. No person in the city, suburbs, or district of Florence 
shall permit himself or presume to give in any way to any woman 
any kind of collar or buckle, or garland, or brooch of pearls, or of 
gold, of silver, or of any other precious stone or similar thing, by 
whatever name it may be called. 

Item. No individual, tailor, dressmaker, or furrier, shall dare 
or presume to cut, arrange, or line any of the said scarves, dress or 
sleeves, prohibited garments, nor make any of the things forbidden 
by the present law.” 
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LATE XLX.—A. Gros Point de Venise. Six- 

teenth Century. B. Punto tagliato a fogliami. 

Seventeenth Century. ‘** Rose Point.” Both speci- 
mens are needle point. 
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bride, forms a curious commentary, since the rich stuffs, 
damasks, brocades, and velvets are calculated by the 
‘eee weight, and “great pearles” are given with 
unstinted lavishness. Yet there is the letter of the 
law observed in a “ gold ring with one large pearl.” 

It can readily be seen how heavily such laws as this 
would fall upon the workers in gold and silver thread. 
Some of them left Italy and settled in other countries, 
where they pursued their trade and instilled a demand 
for these luxuries. Others remained at home and es- 
Be caped the edict by making the lace of flax thread, coarse 
PREG Sha at first, heavy and raised, and growing finer and finer 
Bewesceesees! with the demand till it resulted in the exquisitely fine 
: eu dgsuea} flat Point which became the pride of Venice and the 
s “4| desire of all the world. Both sexes made use of lace in 
their personal attire, and even before there was any 
‘geuusersses| distinct record of its export the fame of Venetian lace 
aqsecaeee| had spread far. But while Venetian laces were in great 
£57845" demand both at home and abroad, and the revenues 
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aeeaeee Another sumptuary law of 1514 lays down the law 
Seuss! regarding the cut and character of “ ladies’ cloaks, laces, 


meshes gloves embroidered with gold and silk, embroideries 
5 é bd 99 
AB stb generally, fans, gondolas, and sedan chairs.” In order, 
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THE LACE BOOK 


however, that Henry III, King of Navarre, who after- 
wards became Henry IV of France, might be duly 
impressed when visiting Venice in 1574, ladies were 
permitted and even urged to wear all sorts of cos- 
tumes, jewellery, ornaments, and laces, “even such as 
were prohibited by the ordinances.” 

Curiously enough, lace does not appear in the pro- 
grammes of any of the guilds, yet it was one of the most 
important industries of Italy. Beside being made in 
nunneries and secular houses, the great ladies themselves 
devoted much time and attention to making it. The 
production of it in private houses continued to the latter 
part of the seventeenth century, for De la Haye, travel- 
ling in Italy, notices that “when the ladies are at home 
they entertain themselves by making their Punto in Aria, 
which are the Points de Venise so much valued in France.” 

To assist not only the convent workers who had and 
maintained with pride their own patterns, but others as 
well, books were brought out containing directions and 
patterns planned particularly for “ noble-minded ladies.” 

The earliest-dated pattern-book is of 1527, and con- 
tains patterns only. It was published at Cologne by 
QO. Foelix. There are, however, undated pattern-books 
which have come down from monasteries, and they show 
patterns for edgings of Feticella or drawn-work as well 
as insertions, and so extremely beautiful that they vie 
in delicacy with the needle point, or Punto in Aria. 

In 1537 Zoppino published his book of patterns, 
“ancient and modern.” The use of lace became more 
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LATE XX.—Called ‘** Leader of the choir of 
Henry 1V.” Collar of Gros Point de Venise. 
Supposed to be by Van Dyck (1599-1641 ). 
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and more extended, and the patterns numerous. While 
the general character remained the same, there were Satie tied 
certain stitches guarded as secrets by the convents j3 Shes 
where they were invented. 

As early as 1550 Matio Pagani brought out: 


‘A good example of the laudable desire of noble-minded ladies 
to learn the art of making Guipure laces, with 31 engravings.” 
KOUDR 
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In 1546 Andreoni Vavassore (called Guadagnini) feist 
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“New Universal work, entitled the Crown of Embroideries, in {#azzaneBax? 
which worthy ladies and maidens will find various patterns for 
making collars of shifts, covers of cushions, silk coifs of many 
kinds, and a large number of works for embroiderers.” 
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The idea of attracting the mother’s attention by pro- 
viding occupation for her daughters seems first to have 
occurréd to John Ostaus. In 1567 he produced : 


* A most delightful way of occupying your daughters with 
work, such as the chaste Roman Lucretia gave her maidens, and 
upon which they were found employed with her by Tarquin and 
her husband Collatinus, as described in the first book of the 
Decades of Livy.” 
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The most famous lace book in both Venice and 
France was that published by Federico Vinciolo at Paris 
in 1587. It went through many editions, and was in 
two volumes, the first devoted entirely to cut-work, 
the beautiful patterns for which are shown in white on 
a black ground, and the second volume showing lacis, 
or darned work, most of the designs being in squares, 
with counted stitches like modern worsted work. Se 
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As early as 1596 patterns were published by Giacomo 
Franco for lace made with bobbins, suitable for sheets 
and handkerchiefs. There were many other books 
showing designs for cut-work, drawn-work, and the 
Gros-point, which was worked on parchment. 

The cut-work was made so beautiful that it became 
greatly in demand, and was introduced into France, 
where it became very popular. As the making of 
other lace trimmings arrived at a greater state of 
perfection, the use of cut-work declined, but during 
the whole of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries it 
remained in fashion. When no longer popular for 
dress and outer garments it was used as borders for 
linen underwear and household linen. Of course the 
high Church dignitaries had first choice of the exquisite 
convent laces. One set of nuns might begin the mag- 
nificent altar laces or those for the ecclesiastical robes, 
and die before their completion. But there were 
always plenty of willing and industrious fingers to take 
the work right up and carry it on. Nor were these 
laces confined to personal decoration for Cardinal or 
Bishop. In the inventory of Giovanni Battista Valier, 
Bishop of Cividale di Bellemo, written in 1598, mention 
is made of five pieces of bed-linen of needlework Point, 
“ancient works.” There were pillow-cases of the same 
lace, besides napkins of similar work equally old. 

In the sumptuary laws of Venice in the years 1616, 
1633, and 1634, the use of this lace was proscribed. Yet 
fashion circumvented these laws and retained the use of 
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LATHE XXI.— Point de Venise a Réseau. 
Needle-point lace. Seventeenth Century. 
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THE LACE BOOK 


Luigi Mocenigo into office, April 18, 1768, is described 
by an anonymous contemporary. The share of the 
Dogaressa in the festivities seems to have been of equal 
importance. She went to the palace by water, accom- 
panied by her mother and many other female relatives. 
Seated upon a dais in the great hall, she received the 
congratulations of the members of the Electoral College 
and of others present. The festivities lasted three days, 
and on one evening there was a ball, during which the 
Dogaressa danced a minuet. Her outer robe was cloth 
of gold, like that of the Doge. The underpetticoat 
showed in front where the robe flowed aside, and was 
smothered in floral sprays of gold lace. On her head 
she wore a lace veil so disposed as to look like a berretta, 
though lace lappets fell from it on either side of the 
face. ‘The costumes of the ladies present showed that 
the use of gold lace and jewellery was not diminishing. 

The appearance of both men and women during the 
Renaissance in Italy was more beautiful and polished 
than among any other nation in Europe. Their dwell- 
ings surpassed in comfort and luxury any of the habita- 
tions of the noblemen of northern Europe. The style 
of dress varied continually, and nowhere did it assume 
such importance. Even while the Church was gather- 
ing in the richest work, beautiful graduated fronts were 
being made for the great Neapolitan ladies, showing the 
demand there was for these sumptuous trimmings, 

The earliest Italian inventory which gives the names 
of the laces in vogue at the end of the fifteenth century 
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LATE XXII.—Gold lace edging robe of dam- 
ask. Steteenth Century. Italian, bobbin-made. 
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silver and gold, only one mention of lace is made. 
When the bridegroom rode out of Ferrara to meet his 
bride, his father accompanied him and wore “a suit of 
grey velvet covered with scales of beaten gold, worth at 


1 A ducat is worth about 114 francs, or roughly speaking about $2.30. 
2 The camora was a sort of coat. 
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LATE XXIII.—Thomas Francis Carignan of 

Savoy. He wears collar and cuffs of needle 
point, ** Van Dyck style,” 1634. Portrait by Van 
Dyck. 
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ITALIAN LACE 


Nor were the ladies the only ones who changed the 
fashions of their garments radically and often. The 
splendid gorget ruffs of Punto Gotico were succeeded 
by the square collar bands and edgings, or by the collar 
wholly composed of the costly Gros Point de Venise. 

The portrait of Francis Carignan, Prince of Savoy, 
painted in 1634, shows the Van Dyck Point in the 
height of its beauty and in the richest Venetian Point. 
Points were succeeded by lace with a straight edge, 
which was made in the most beautiful patterns of flow- 
ered laces (punto taghato a foglami) about 1664, both 
in Italy and France. 

The fashion for wearing it was straight about the 
corsage, which displayed its beauty to the best possible 
advantage, and also threw into relief the lovely shoulders 
it encircled. 

Fortunately for us, the dark-eyed beauties of Italy 
still live on the immortal canvases of her painters, and 
present @ picture vivid almost to reality of those splen- 
did days which we have learned to call “the Golden 
Age of Italy.” 
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PUNTO TAGLIATO A FOGLIAMI, flowered lace, known 
variously as Venice Point, Gros Point de Venise, Rose 
Point or raised Point, made in silk, white or coloured, or 
flax thread. 

Punto Gorico is reticella or Greek lace of the earli- 
est style, when the patterns were copied from the Gothic 
architecture then in vogue. 

Punto Burano is the lace made on the Island of {gaeegaveys 
Burano, not far from Venice. Much of this beautiful weit sta 
fabric was made there during the eighteenth century, 
and this particular variety has a réseaw or network | 
ground, not the brides or bar ground. This network {gahtpa2%% 


TARVIN 


was made entirely with the needle. From this fact the Sashes 
lace is not unlike both Brussels and Alencon lace, which ; 
have similar grounds. The old lace was extremely 
beautiful, and was made with the finest thread. The 

making of this lace was revived in 1872, and the Royal 

Lace Schools are situated on the island. Only the 

choicest laces are made there now, but they are no 

longer exclusively Italian in character, since beside the 
Venetian Point, flowered laces, and Venetian Rose Point, B78 
Brussels, Alencon, and Point d Angleterre are copied Ne 
there with the greatest skill. 

Point Lace. In Venetian laces, as in those of every 
other country, the term “point lace” grew to mean 
that the lace was of the finest quality, and made with a 
needle and thread. Connoisseurs, however, now use the 
term “point” to indicate lace of a superior quality and 
exquisite design, whether needle or bobbin, so that the 
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LATE XXIV.—Italian bobbin-made lappet, 
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Venetian Points are so solidly and beautifully made that 
#} they do not wear out or tear like the more fragile French 
laces, or like the Venetian Points a Réseau. 

Even after the severe sumptuary laws of Italy forbade 
the making and wearing of gold and silver lace, threads 
of these metals were woven or embroidered into flax 
thread laces for their further enrichment. The collection 


of laces belonging to Sir William Drake, and mentioned  jRas4susasy0y 
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LATE XXV,—Italian bobbin-made flounce, 
twenty-two inches wide. Seventeenth Century. 
Photograph by Charles Balliard. 
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what resembles the Guipures made in different countries 
as well as in Italy, and was used for ecclesiastical linen, | 
and, by the upper-class Italians, for the trimming of bed 
and table linen. The chief characteristic of this lace is 
the variety of knots used in its making, which were tied 
with the fingers, individual workers sometimes ee 
knots and combinations of their own which were very 
beautiful. The method of manufacture is on a pillow, 
the threads being cut into short lengths, so that they can 
be easily handled and knotted. At the present time, 
since gold and silver laces are no longer made, this lace 
is formed of thread, and has become a peasant lace, used 
by the contadini to ornament their undergarments. 
GUIPURE was a kind of lace formed of gold and silver 
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Guipure, although that name is now chiefly applied to 
lace made of black silk. 


BNF 0D V4 BEY ds 
Ua AUacat Ms warm hs eRe ets 8 


p PURI 
INNIS SONI Ri 
ge 2 NMS Ss ON, Z HF 
GS oA ERS BS eS or Sia Biel a I 9S aM Sa See i AN LA Ia RNY I SN Meld 
4 NSE LNG eS a MING IN Se RIS MD NG OG I OB OBIS hs Rae Fa NBA AS aN AS 1 AR IS wm 
SE BIRD na St TS ce SRS SIE ac ie ic FI ST SI SI fe SI ae et ee TS “RL Tas KD IAS 
SN SCS SEOs OIG DIS ONG EN ISG NG OAS PS PEIN VG AN ANG Yar PS Pad", Be eee CAIN ANN f 
BY’ Ta REA Wy Pa S. P, Be eee ee apa us RA I) ot Oa LVS 0 Fa, Ras’ SS Fis eee @:. 
"aha 0 ICV SN SPS Is EIN AIS VN OMG iad BINS ts 
7 Ste as ase ceca uc SNe POE See Se 4 Fa Yas Ma MO 
TS AN Sica pitt te Bees Vast Sah SANING Ua 
OT oh Wit iotsa TS) mo ERS SIE IONE iE: AS a WF y° Pa pe ny oh 
gt rasa a ee io rare ee Be 


oT) rasa 


LATE XXVI.—Marie de Medici (1573-1642 ). 
Standing ruff of superb Point de Venise. 
Portrait by Scipione. 
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edge, while the later ones had a clover-leaf edge, which 
made it a little heavier. These tape Guipures are still 
made in Italy, of handsome design, but lacking the charm- 
ing irregularity of the old patterns and hand-made tapes. 

Genoa Lace. The rich old city of Genoa was 
famous for its lace as well as for its gold work and 
jewellery. Perhaps it was on account of the number of 
goldsmiths that Genoa was among the first countries to 
make a sumptuous trimming made of slender wires of 
both silver and gold. They made this lace-like material 
in small quantities late in the fourteenth century. So 
popular was it that Venice followed suit and made it 
also; but it was not until several hundred years later 
that Genoese Points became well known and in demand 
all over Europe. Few of the inventories of royalty fail 
to mention Point de Génes, and Marie de Medici had 
much of it; but these laces were of silk or thread, since 
the Genoese Republic had made sumptuary laws regu- 
lating the wearing of gold and silver lace, as did the 
other Italian cities. 

While Venice held the palm for needle-point laces, 
Genoa was unrivalled for her bobbin lace, although she 
made needle point also. But the exquisite pillow-made 
fichus, collars, kerchiefs, and even aprons were univer- 
sally sought, and more in demand than edging lace. 
Pieces like this necessitated the use of very large pillows, 
and each pillow required four workers to attend to the 
700 or 800 bobbins used. The lace now made in Genoa 
is a sort of Guipure, and is sold in France. 
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LATE XXVII.— Bobbin-made lace flounce 
Made at Lucca. 
Century. 
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CARNIVAL or BRIDE Lack, as it was called, was made 
in Italy chiefly during the sixteenth century. Like much 
of the lace of that period it was Reticella, made over drawn 
threads, but its characteristic was that the initial or 
monogram of the family or person for whom it was 
made was wrought in it. When such lace was made for 
the personal hace of brides, it was worn at the wedding, 
or at festival or carnival times. 

ARGENTELLA Point closely resembles the French 
laces, Alencon or Argentan, and was made when the 
heavier raised laces were less popular. It has one great 
point of difference from the French laces in that the 
figures are not outlined with a raised cord or thread, but 
simply have a flat buttonholing. The designs are sprays, 
small ovals, or circles, and it was much esteemed on 
account of its delicacy and whiteness. The groundwork 
is a fine net. 

Punto bE Racusa. Ragusa, a city near the north- 
westerm coast of Greece, was one of the greatest Adriatic 
ports of Greece during the fifteenth and part of the 
sixteenth centuries. The peasants of the near-by Ionian 
Islands, and of the villages along the coast of Greece, sent 
to Venice, through Ragusa, drawn- and cut-work in which 
they excelled. But these were not the so-called Ragusa 
laces, which were made of gimps of gold and silver 
thread fastened together by bars, and wrought on the 
edge into a pattern of loops and trefoils. While Venice 
soon excelled in thread laces, the gold laces of Ragusa ene 
were deservedly famous till late in the seventeenth 
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century, but were finally driven from the field on account 
of the expense of the material, the prohibitions against 
them, and the beauty of the designs and workmanship 
of the flax thread laces. 

ALOE Lack, a fabric curiously delicate in character, 
considering the material of which it is made, has been 
woven in Italy since remote times. The pith of the 
aloe-tree is split into threads, and woven, tatted, knit, 
or twisted with bobbins into a sort of lace. Sometimes 
ss large pieces like shawls, lappets, and table scarfs are 
made; but the lace is of little use, since washing 
practically destroys it. It is made not only in Italy, jgakte a 
but in the Philippine Islands, South America, and the sn 
Barbadoes Islands. It is always more interesting than (x24 
beautiful and is seldom used. 

The superb Medici collars, which are familiar to us 
from the portraits of the period, were not complete 
without the framework of fine metal wires which 
supported them. In Italy these were called verghettz, 
and such large quantities were required that many 
people were employed in their construction. These 
workers, and others of like trades, gathered in one 
particular quarter of Venice, which was called after 
them, and it still bears the name. 
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LATE XXVIII.—Shawl made from pith of 
the aloe. Made in Azores Islands. Nineteenth 
Century. 
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Part III— Flemish Lace 
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view, but from the artist’s side; from [ykake? 
the standpoint of the éégante; from 
the demand of her housewives for the 
union of utility and beauty; and from the lovers of 
flowers as well. mite 
The Dutch, even while at war and busy wresting 
geneva, their little garden spot from the encroachments of the 
siexe-| Sea, had time to spend in learning and perfecting the 
secret. of pictorial art, whose natural birthplace more 
appropriately seemed the sunny and beauty-loving Italy. 
Their conquests in China had brought to Holland 
specimens of porcelain, and the Dutch potter sought to 
imitate this in his coarse pottery, smeared with a finer 
surface, on which the decoration was laid, and succeeded 
in producing ware of great beauty and use. When 
commerce brought to her shores furniture carved and jy 
beautifully inlaid, she straightway set to work to copy EPR Pa 
ss $ this, and bettered the models. Her goldsmiths wrought |asaees% 
wears} with a delicacy and beauty that could vie even with 
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THE LACE BOOK 


Venice, and would it be natural that in lace she should 
fall behind? She not only had the artistic capacity to 
make this fabric, but had also the patience and intelli- 
gence to raise flax, the most necessary article to success- 
ful thread lace-making. 

Flax is a plant native to Egypt, and, transplanted to 
the soil of Holland, it was tended by the best gardeners 
in the world, who gave to its cultivation that unweary- 
ing care which vastly improved the quality of the 
plant. Delicacy of fibre and silkiness of gloss were 
the points aimed at, and in these the Dutch flax was so 
superior to any other that it was soon in demand all 
over Kurope. ‘There were many trades, grouped around 
and allied to the use of flax, that soon sprang up and 
became important. The growth of the plant was but 
the first step. It had to be hackled, or the fibre 
separated, bleached, spun, and sometimes dyed. Into 
the production of the finest thread went eyesight, and 
almost life itself, so difficult and under such disadvan- 
tageous circumstances was the making of it carried on. 
In order to keep the thread moist, so that it would not 
break, it was spun in underground rooms. These were 
so dark that artificial light was cast upon the thread, 
which was twisted over a black cloth in order to show 
it, its almost gossamer character causing it to elude 
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p14 TE XXIX.—‘‘Little Princess.” She wears 

an **underpropper” of wire beneath her lawn 
ruff, which is edged with Gothic Point. Cuffs edged 
with wide needle point. Portrait by Moreelse 
(1571-1638 ). 
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FLEMISH LACE 
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flax—that is, before it was made into thread—could 
be manufactured into lace worth £700. 

It is true that there have been no definite written 
records produced to substantiate the claim of Flanders 
that she was first in the field with pillow-made lace. 
There were no pattern-books published before those of 
Wilhelm Vosterman, who died at Antwerp in 1542. 
The patterns are shown on small black squares and are 
of medizval designs. The prevalence of lace-making in 
all classes is shown by the quaint dedication, which 
reads as follows : 
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that therein may obtayne greater conyge delyte and pleasure. 

“These books be to sell at Andwarp in the golden Unycorne at 
Willm Vorstermans.” Saas? “ius 
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There were also those of Jean de Glen, who died at 
Liege in 1597. It is also true that none of these books 
contains patterns for bobbin-made laces. 

For the first mention of bobbin lace we are obliged 
to fall back on that old Italian inventory of the Sforza 
sisters, of 1493, in which one item reads: 


*‘ Binda una lavarata a poncto de doii fuxi per uno lenzuolo.” 
(A band of work done with twelve bobbins to trim a sheet.) 
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If the Italians were the first to use the pillow and 
bobbin as well as the needle, the use to which the Dutch 
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all sorts to a great value, arms of all kinds, ammunition for war, 
and household furniture. 

“From England Antwerp receives fine and coarse draperies, 

fringes, the finest wool, saffron, and a great quantity of lead and 
tin, ‘sheep and rabbit gine. and other fine peltry and leather, beer 
and cheese, and other sorts of provisions.” 
This list shows that, while Holland exported almost 
exclusively manufactured products, she imported chiefly 
goods in the raw, while the choicer imports were again 
exported to other parts of Europe. 

Pillow lace was made not only in the convents, but in 
the schools as well, and as early as the time of Charles V 


it had been part of the education of girls. 
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LATH XX X.—A. Bobbin-made Flemish lace. 

Sixteenth Century. B. Mechlin, bobbin-made. 

The sprigs made separately and worked in.  Seven- 

teenth Century. This is said to have belonged to 
George 1V. 
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manded. At first this demand was supplied by joining 
a dentated or pointed edge to the flat band. In the 
seventeenth century there were many attempts to make 
wide lace. Italy and France made it in strips and sewed 
them together. But Belgium invented a better way, 
by making the lace in small pieces, following the con- 
volutions of the pattern, similar to the method of joining }s 
needle-point patterns. It was the skilful manner in 
which these Belgian laces were put together after being 
made in pieces which gave so much success to the 
Flemish industry. The richest and most complicated 
patterns could be made in this way, individual workers 
doing special parts of the design, which, when put to- 
gether, made a splendid whole. 

The Flemish makers did not use such slight patterns, 
with very open grounds, as were common in Italy 
and France, but gave their attention to ornamental 
close parts, with contrasting stitches to bring out the 
elegance of the pattern. The style of these laces, heavy 
and floriated, went admirably with the linen collar, and 
the style passed into France. Until Mazarin died in 
1661, Louis XIV wore these collars, or rabatos, of 
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LATE XXXI.—Portrait of a young man. 
He wears a collar trimmed with Point de 
Flandre. Portrait by Jan de Bray, died 1697. 
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pillow-made Guipure lace, and they are shown in several 
of his early portraits. He was fully 25 when the use of [a RE 


Venetian needle points came in, and turned the attention }iaF33e4842 

of the king and his minister to the making of similar laces. ona cates 
Brussels lace—Point @ Ajguille—was the most beauti- Sse 

ful and costly of all the needle lace made in the Low 

Countries, and its successful manufacture was confined |FRs 28! 

to the city of Brussels itself. The grounds could be 

either a réseau or of brides. As in Italian laces, the 

brides were the earliest form of connection between EDO PDE 

different portions of the pattern; but they were soon [fysaters 

discarded, and by the end of the seventeenth century the 


ground a réseau was used entirely, except when, in or- hastraces ss 
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two grounds were used in the same pattern with very [egict? 
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beautiful effect. State 
Just how early one kind of Brussels bobbin lace came 
to have the name Point d@ Angleterre applied to it is a 
matter of doubt. Enthusiastic collectors of lace, par- 
ticularly if of English birth, claim that English Point 
was first made in England and was successfully copied 
by the facile Dutch. Certain it is that England could not 
begin to supply the demand of the English court alone 
for this lace, and that large quantities of lace were |gyreyrts 
bought in Flanders and brought boldly into England, or 
smuggled in, in coffins, by dogs, or in any other manner 
which cupidity and inventiveness could suggest. To 
give some idea of the enormous amount of Flemish lace 
which was smuggled into England, Mrs. Bury Palliser fuses 
FNS i: 
Tyo aT Ra NY ta RAR A 


PiN eg PAIS SRA WAIT A 
Na Rigo RAN SDAA 


and rs e = g 
DONT WSN 
hE ENE 
bas, Matty 
SNe 


st 


a 


‘sess 

are: 

aA, 
4 ed 
id FS 


2 


ig 
eis tra 


sete 


Sane 
ee 


"e's ee 


“SE 
‘J 
m4 
a Fa 


eaislg 
D 


Pa 
O23 
Pe 


AY Fa 
“ 


BP SPO PES 


did 


PSL TA 
Or 
ae wee es 
at C3 a 
rae 
fa Na! 


Bc TITL 
LT) 


2 
i 


OF 63! 
t dee 


st 

L/] 

Ria 
Rar 


i 


3 
‘ 
= 


wa "48 
Is 
% 


an 
sh 
o 
Ya 
Le AI 


i, 


ie 


U7T 
RAN Mig 

177 
Ol 


LAT 


Gas 


LT) 


Sizm! 


8 8 a a UY Mi 
Bacon, 
ews 


cus 
Maat Ms 
Pit 


oS 
o 
v 
wy 
LIA 


EIS : 
.. SAEORS 
f d 


Weep 


Bias Wasa Va v d 
faa YG a Pa WGA 5 BENG AT Pa a AIS V4 0S Fa SE oN $7 Va od Mf vy . Ria Ricca Hic 
DS OAS NG OS MIS II ON PAIS CMAN SS OP é a NS WAS NaS 
ABYSS a BONG US a FAN Pag EV AS BEG AS Mg BEI AS Ms BM AS Eg FY Ma EAE Pa PRY na ae aH BTA Ha BTaN % 
PSA ANANZI AT led AN ANIL LCD ANIL Ae WNT WAIL ANTS WLS AY LO 


: 
: 
Ss 
fies 


Tas 


5 woes pee ket iio 


ee Seuss gt rises 


ae Ete ia Keep ate: ne Ba a RR i 
bi ace cies ie SSCgHS cbs cise aug cease eka cet 
ee ao apis Fas Et ERO nS aS Fa aN SS Mana OG PRS BN OAS 
rachis Lara sige ge age teat hao paa eae eg gn ans ceases agen Gegeepae seas ee gi 
Sena aaa n e Bie a8 Ms ON PRL PAIEINICYS BITS S ae em Fak Meat at ag OS a Seana Khid y 
EROS 2 RTE OE eat ES PRE AA ROPE CMe LE Oe SENICEDIC 
PR UND 50020-0606 .0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0 0-0 mT ia 
seas tas i THE LACE BOOK eR) 
ey oa ae Eee a Fos mers 
2 PORTER RPS EDR ke 
Pee Re . mac aeaans 
BES Beste quotes the account of the seizure of a vessel by the Zeecgus 
ay S ey ‘ . a an RY bic A 
eetecaea tee Marquis de Nesmond, bound for England in 1678, Peereae di 
eee c . : 4 Mass SIN NZ: 
aes loaded with Flanders lace. Without counting the Pay, roe 
wy . Ce NA SAE: 
Maueeszs| collars, fichus, handkerchiefs, aprons, petticoats, fans, Pty yg 
dasavengy SDE DI ica 
q . : we RAD Nie hie 
eas7xase} and trimmed gloves, there were in addition 744,953 ells ae 
EN S of Brussels lace. Senses ean hie 
sen Ten . - ? a Oi SN Oe 
Gas RNS aay The earliest Points d Angleterre were made in sep- eee 
VTA Ni 5 A Sato ° ° PR i ACL RS eet 
tazcuszs| arate pieces, each piece consisting of its appropriate net PREP 
Teistdacns . me neee gente 
Hivcewseeuse| or meshed ground and pattern. Later, however, the |2ataiins.si@ 
Bat RE RELY SS AE 
¥.. 28% re as a 
; PRE flowers were made by one set of workers, the meshed tian ae 
RDNONIAY : c : Tt tA 
wctgige| ground by another, while a third stitched on the flowers RRS 
ae NIAACNIA A Fog Seite OMdNy ee 
geveseess! with needles. pie a 
Songs ceases : SET 
Hane e Biche Rid Madame Du Barry, from whose lace accounts items AES en 
SBMS TENS BN 2 Ne a 
ENivigawiaeee! have been already quoted, used Point @ Angleterre also. \Saiutenss 
BRON RSG : ete : P ASEAN TLS 
taatancezs esl In these inventories it is sometimes specified as “ grande es aaveant 
Bc? big bid . : RKP D 
Seat ee dentelle de Gros Point d@ Angleterre.” When little jrarertee 
* SS kas ‘4 BY ere . . . oer Se NA 
sateances| Philippe, son of the Regent, died in 1723, in his inven- paseeget 
. . . . . . LARD Ok IN! 
tory there is one item of “six peignoirs of fine silk, |siw ie. 
. . e \ , aM Fo. 
trimmed with old Point d Angleterre a réseau.” ee 


st 
Wain 
Si) 
"20% 
“ap-Yae 


The groundwork of Brussels lace was sometimes made 
by the needle, in which case the lace was three times as sas 


mated 


2] 
VI 
a se 


ts 
i. 
ay 
Sid 
Sai 5 . ° r Fy 
want} expensive as when it was made by pillow. The needle- }F Ke Ae 
WSS A ° Pa Q 
aS“ made réseau, however, is much the stronger of the two, /e#jcurs: 
vee its 
gaN 5 e ANI i 
aeneec! since the thread of each mesh was twisted by the needle |Pmtsrys 
Heh ue RNS) x 
PNY ‘ 5 F . eae ‘ a ‘: rae i® Pa 
noubis four times, while in pillow lace it is not twisted in this reat 
NONI . : ° : ESS 
weve way at all. The pillow lace is difficult to repair, and |Seas2e% 
hives : Re Die Nie eB 
Rwszeussey! the part always shows. ‘The needle ground can be (eszgnwies 
SYS URES ded d : See eae 
mato, Mended so as to escape detection. Sane 


Within the last eighty years since the invention of 


tahetateen a 
oc 


S 
"4 e 


as 5s 


7) 
“ae 
tes 
roy 

aad Fs bY 
oes] 
“e080 


a Se aC OS y SN Ne NaH 
4 MAIS > McA MANY Naa 6 i BAD Or out Sa 
Bee ee Site Sie S oaecesae oe fo ge ee Nig haty 
289 0 VAS a PEA OMe PAS MKS fe ema Hes 
2G US Eas, EI S thes Nig ee by vs 5+, ©.) 
ied i (Ne) S We! “ae “NGS "a % . aye ray" 

See 7 Os DNA Ts ASM REDS a : 

pT) 3 TOIT oy Dale shy Sled say Pel Sk DST a Sie RPC CLs rat 

ARITA LTS. LS rb ta tad ae 

SAS Pate SERBS Aa ZN ae Ie DG eo Bt 

NARI DR Ana Ia ANA LANSDOWNE WN DI NZIS 


en's 
Beha Nice Niet Nels Nictch iciea Siete ited ISIion Niche ICAI NIA NIA Sa Tee Ts 


NINE IRANI OSSD AGT LS A OIL ULSI ON LRG Oooh ANAS) AN TSI ANT 
SOV 


OVEN ONT, Shad 


J 2 i Lad 
SSM 
ie 
"40 


ie B 

BH Di ea et DeDIgR 
f03 Fa path pe See aes ‘i o:. 

oe * ¥ V T\ % Rey a tes 

GLOBE EBT OR BO ONO ON IO BNE: 


were Oe le Bw. 


LATE XXXII.—Portion of cap. Point 

dV Angleterre & Brides. Bobbin-made lace. 
Seventeenth Century. Photographed by Charles 
Balliard. 
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machine-made grounds the needle ground is seldom 
made, on account of its great cost. 

The needle-point Brussels lace was made, as was the 
Alencon, in strips or bits, and then joined together, the 
process of joining being one of great delicacy. The ‘ 
flowers and sprigs were and are made separately for ae 
Brussels lace, and then worked into the ground. These 
needle-point flowers are called “ Pont a L’aiguille.” seen ny 
Those woven on a pillow with bobbins are called “Pont PELE 
Plat.” In the old pillow laces, flowers and ground were { 
wrought at the same time; applied lace was unknown 
to old lace-makers. As in the making of Alencgon lace, 
each piece of old Brussels passed through the hands of 
different workers, who did only one thing and then 
passed the bit on to the next worker, who in turn did 
her share. The bits were finally stitched together, and 
the whole, when complete, seemed as if wrought in one 
piece, so carefully were the joins made. 

The making of needle point, even in its infancy, was 
not different from the way in which it is made to-day. 
The pattern is first drawn on parchment and tacked to 
a stout piece of linen. The leading lines of the pattern 
have threads laid on them, which are caught down here 
and there by means of stitches. The brides, or bars, or 
the réseau if the work has a grounding, are worked in 
around the pattern by the needle. 

In the eighteenth century pillow-made lace in needle- 
point patterns was made in Flanders in large quantities. 
Much of this lace was called Point d Angleterre. 
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LATH XX XIII.—Francis Hewry of Orange. 
Gothic needle point on collar and cuffs. Gold 
lace on cloak. Portrait by Mierevelt (1567-1641). 
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made of different sizes or forms, to indicate quickly to 
the worker the particular thread used on each. For Sane eats 
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such laces as Valenciennes or Mechlin, filmy and deli- EEI3u8% 
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cate in texture, very light bobbins were used, so as not {geesanans 
to strain the thread. In the coarser Guipures heavy 

bobbins are used. On the cushion is stretched a piece 

of parchment on which the design is drawn. To form |ERUsEN% 
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the meshes, pins are stuck into the cushion, and the (areaq7egs 


Pag Meas sta 


threads are woven or twisted round them. The pat- rns 
S Yad FaNNNG a 
Fe 


tern on the parchment shows the places for the gimp, [asarisk 

which is interwoven with the fine threads of the fabric. fegisteuses 

The work is begun at the upper side of the cushion by {gaetenc4e 

tying the threads together in pairs, each pair being at- Jisuisans 

tached to a pin. The threads are twisted, and crossed, jStsusts', 

and secured by the pins which determine the meshes. nit 
The most important pillow-made lace in Belgium to- jfas? 

day is Valenciennes. We are accustomed to consider 

this as a French lace, and so it was originally, but the |5 

work has long since died out in its native city. In fact, 


i Hapatae ss by 1656 the Belgians were making Valenciennes lace as 


R04, fine, and as beautiful, and of exactly the same patterns 
: as the French fabric. By 1684 there were left in Valen- 
ciennes only threescore lace-workers. 

The seventeenth century was somewhat advanced 
before there was a surfeit of the pointed laces, the later 
styles of which were often called Van Dycks, which had 
varied, from the acute point of the old Gothic laces, jsgeta 
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its appearance was hailed as a great novelty. The lace 
was quite unlike the modern product of this name, and 
had a large, clear mesh. The thread was of exquisite 
fineness and colour. 

The best Valenciennes lace made to-day, as well as for 
a hundred and more years, is that from Ypres, in West BaPereeRY 
Flanders. Its fineness is exquisite, and the patterns are a Eh 
very elaborate ; some of the fine old pieces two inches 
wide necessitated the use of 200 or 300 bobbins; pat- 
terns wider than this often called for 800 to 1,000 bob- 
bins, all on the same pillow. 

The tedious process required to make this lace 
accounts for its great cost. A lace-maker could hardly 
complete more than a third of an inch of a wide width 
in a week, and it would take one twelve years to com- 
plete enough for a flounce for a dress. Such lace as 
this would sell for $400 a yard. France buys annually 
from Belgium, at the present time, over $4,000,000 
worth of Valenciennes. When this lace was made in 
the city of France, from which it takes its name, the 
DR fabric made in Belgium was called fausse Valenciennes. 
Bruges and Ghent, as well as Ypres, have long been 
centres for the making of this lace, though the Bruges 
Valenciennes has a groundwork made by two twists of 
the bobbin, while the Ypres ground takes four or five 
twists, making it finer and firmer, the patterns standing 
out much clearer from the grounding. 

A series of treaties concluded at Nimequen in 1678- 
79 made a difference in the nationalities of a number of 
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LATE XXX1IV.—Point d Angleterre a réseau. 
Part of a lappet. Eighteenth Century. 
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k between Holland and France which had begun six years 
before. The countries engaged in these treaties were 
Holland, France, Spain, and Sweden. Spain ceded 
Valenciennes, Ypres, St. Omer, Cambrai, and many 
other towns back to France, while France ceded Ghent, 
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Ris crys ie In 1685 came the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes, 


by which the lace industry of France suffered so se- 
verely ; for the proclamation was followed by the emi- 
‘| gration of about 300,000 persons, artisans of all kinds 
as well as men of letters and science. These refugees 
#228) sought an asylum in Holland, England, and America, 
: and spread the making of lace into widely divergent 
places. The value of the gold and silver lace trade of 
"7x"| the city of Lyons alone was valued at 4,000,000 francs 
Basis oe yearly, and this was transferred to Genoa. The work- 
eue284 men took with them their trade secrets, and France was 
egsusyeayzs) thenceforward obliged to buy the gold lace she needed 
Bue D Ok instead of being able to supply the world. 

The American colonies opened quite a promising field, 
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Ghent, Binche, Liége, and Antwerp have been and 
still are centres for the manufacture of lace. In some 
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of 200 years since, where the pattern is made with the 
bobbin, and the fanciful fillings are put in with the 
needle. 

Under the two great heads, needle and_ bobbin, 
come all the varieties of lace: the differences aoe 
caused by design, size of thread, and arrangement of 
stitches. The ornament or pattern is of the first im- 
portance in making lace, the grounding being added 
either for strength or because the character of the 
design makes it necessary. 

From the very infancy of Flemish art a constant 


Sees Wr 
2s 
DALAT 3 


NA NIP ie 
PINSON 


i 


ISIS 
LAN] 
S 
3 
Fa 


SETS 
a 
at 


] 
Ta 
NS 


re) 


Fs eh AE 
a 
aa 

33 

ra! 

a 

Lay 


CAS 


Tu 


WSF aad 
25D APRN 

Mo Fay 

1h NX 4 


OF BOG 
= 

* 
VA 


AMA 


‘4 
as 


INL Nes 
Ww 
Sig 


a ue 


ahs 


% 
at 


Aa FD 


8 Fy, 
Ho May 
bake 


V5 
&: 
M4 aS Fs HV SS 


as 
Pi} 
ar 
ro 
Parad a 3%: 
Gi, 


TAC VS) 
eis ha 
GS Age Ge 


's B : 5 
SKB intercourse was maintained between Italy and the Low 
CoN AN ‘ 4 4 5 é 
gasgenses} Countries. The Flemish designs were somewhat similar 
SE DUNO WE 5 i 
weasaeas| to the Venetian, but both Flemish and French were 
Ny NZS NI] : : : 
RAS more floral and flowing than Italian designs of the : 
VINES a 6 5 4 a Bi 
vices Same period. In fact this was so noticeable that Bishop z 
RBEN WN RGN % . : ae ; . : 
PE Berkeley pointed it out early in the eighteenth century. jeasaeurskaige 
ENS EUs ie rae ee By 
TMS aA % ANIL ICA 
PHIU VES DRA 
NOY Digs 
RANA Ce oes 
oe CLAN A AS 
ENT sees ate 
RS a% Ware 
NAN ay soase, 
ORGS Yas | 
RAS a Me 
ORE $4 
2 v A 
USGS % oT] 
SAL AINI Wiest 4 
78 a ee ¥, OE De Sot 
eee Bat % SP, 8 Pa BTA P, lat ase aaah : ‘ a 
* 4 ‘a VAY ® MV, S "2 ¥, WAN WA rw , 
SN ERNE ie DY BE PIE pie three et ona se ee 
BRS Se PS ae Eee NESSIE SK NIC BIC SK Iie Se Si mad 1 Pa and a PZ UTA Py Parte a es 
SO MSs Was OMA EGR OVAL Fs IVA Sn Ms Se Sa Ya Ma Wasa ta Na Se 5 OMAN, Pate OA 
ac rs Va SEAN PBS ROS De Nias Mas BEG 0S Fn OM AS Da BAZ Sa eestbaicty Fa IM a8 ha NIM 09 Ma 9-% 6 Me oy P74 
SMa Sh SOROS PRASAD AS TS ANT ANI Sheseas taser. ICICI ICO SPIRALS Y: 
aA Se eee Nel NES Sea ae se Ne Dy iy SOND REND MT RIA 
Metta Wa try SUR Ny ATS NANA Pancreas 4 OMA Pape 


P BUBIz Ss 05 sae Se cag ben sag e ”) YS Coys 
<x Oe ht BRS BEG 5@ athe Ai BOS By 1 3"s*. SOs 


LATE XXX V.—Lubens’ wife, by Frans Hals 

(1584-1666). Ruff trimmed with fine Gothic 
needle point. Cuffs and cap with Flanders bobbin- 
lace, and stomacher of gold lace. 
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** How have France and Flanders drawn so much money from 
other countries for figured silk, lace, and tapestry? It is because 
they have their academies of design.” 


Besides their academies they had been further pro- 
tected by a particular stitch called the “ crossing-stitch,” 
the secret of which was guarded as carefully as possible. 
Italian laces were imitated perfectly in Flanders and 
France, while Belgian fabrics, and to some extent English 
laces as well, were made only in the country of their 
birth. The taste for flowers, so largely developed in 
the Flemings and Dutch, found expression in their 
artists, and soon crept into their pattern-books. The 
favourite tulip, the forms of which are so admirably 
adapted for use in geometric patterns, was soon utilised 
in the splendid laces of the period, and when the tulip 
mania was at its height it was reflected in rabato, band, 
and passements. 

From 1589 to 1650, the ruff, with all its eccentric 
convolutions, was gradually superseded by the flat collar 
of Dutch linen, with an insertion and edge of lace, or 
with simply a rich lace border. The fashions of France 
and Italy were adopted in Flanders with certain modi- 
fications which gave them ever an air of quaintness ; and 
while the grand dames of Italy and France were wear- 
ing their hair all a-frizzle, the Dutch dame drew hers 
smoothly back and covered it with an exquisite cap. 
The modest cut of her gown was enhanced by the muslin 
kerchief trimmed with splendid Flanders Point, or the 
finer Gothic Points, the result of many weeks’ labour 
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THE LACE BOOK 


with the needle. ‘The Dutch ladies and their sedate 
husbands live before us, to-day, in the magnificent por- 
traits of such masters as Rembrandt, Wan Dyck, and 
half a dozen others. Never again will such portraits be 
painted, since the era of magnificence in dress, at least 
for men, has taken its departure. 

No less objects of pride to these exquisite house- 
keepers were the many cloths for shelves of dressers, 
mantel-shelves, tables, and other everyday articles. Most 
of these were lace-trimmed, with the rich and heavy 
products of bobbin and pillow, which could be so 
cheaply bought and were so durable. They had a dozen 
uses for lace which were quite peculiar to themselves, 
and some of them seem curious enough. 

In 1807 Sir John Carr wrote his “'Tour Through 
Holland,” and, although a close observer, he has little to 
say about the manufacture of lace save at the Bégwinages, 
where it still flourishes, and, curiously enough, also at 
the workhouses. The workhouse at Antwerp particu- 
larly claimed his attention, and he notes that its inmates 
were employed at making many varieties of the fabric. 
As some of the residents of this institution come from 
the best families, and are sent there for disobedience 
or insubordination of some sort, the choicest as well as 
the coarsest laces are made within its walls. 

He also remarked at Leyden a curious use to which 
lace was put: ; 


“As I was one day roving in this city, I was struck with 
the appearance of a small board ornamented with a considerable 
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LATE XXXVI. 

bobbin lace. Belgium, Highteenth Century. 
B. Fausse Valenciennes, edged with Trolly lace. 
Belgium, Seventeenth Century. 


A. **Fausse Valenciennes,” 
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transferred to England, and is given to a class of laces 
with grounds which resemble the Flemish Trolle Kant 
grounds, and which have a thick thread cordonnet. 
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There were also Brussels, Point d@ Angleterre, Point 
Gaze (one of the earliest laces made and still manu- 
factured), Mechlin, Valenciennes, Lille, Binche, and 
the black lace of Grammont. 

Brussets Lace. The needle-point lace of Brussels 
is called “ Point Gaze,” or Point dAiguille. 'The 
bobbin-made Brussels is called “ Flat Point” or Poznt 
Plat, the word “ point” referring entirely to the quality 
of the lace. There is an appliqué lace, in which bobbin- 
made sprigs are applied with the needle to machine- 
made ground: this is called Point Plat Appliqué. 

PoInt D’ ANGLETERRE, a rich bobbin-made Brussels 
lace, attained an enormous vogue during the seven- 
teenth and eighteenth centuries. One reason why the 
old Brussels lace was such a beautiful fabric was on 
account of the delicacy of the thread. The flax which 
made it was grown in Brabant, and the city of Courtrai 
was particularly famous for its flax, which was steeped 
in the water of the river Lys. The thread now used is 
machine-made in England from Belgian flax, which is 
sometimes blemished by the addition of cotton. This 
thread cannot compare with the hand-spun flax thread 
of a couple of centuries ago, and the lace suffers in con- 
sequence. The hand-spun thread was made in lengths 
of about 20 inches and then knotted, and this style of 
thread was in use till about the nineteenth century, 
when machine-made thread was first used. With hand- 
spun thread the spinner could draw only a length of 
about 20 inches from the distaff, so then it had to be 
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this kind of lace was made by applying the needle-made 
flowers to bobbin-made net, made separately. The most 
elegant and becoming laces were made in this way, the 
Sisezueszer, softness of the pillow-made ground, with the sue, 
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Ses lace only was allowed to be worn. These lappets hung ae nae 
eRe Sane down behind, and were of regulation lengths for re- eee eH 
ae spective degrees of nobility. The privilege of wearing ae 
ES paveatae aes full-length innpes was allowed only to princesses of the rc, ae 
B pares blood. hss 
peysatas Some interesting pieces of Brussels lace have recently eo 
BER SEEN 7S an 


been sold at Christie’s in London. Among them was a 
fine flounce of Brussels needle point, made for some of 
the christening garments of the little King of Rome. 
The design was most elaborate, and part of the pattern 
consisted of the Napoleonic “N” upheld by cherubs. 
This piece brought £120 ($600). - A very fine court 
train was sold at the same time for £140 ($700), —a 
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small price considering its beauty and perfect condition. [sare 7re* 
It measured 3 yards and 32 inches by 3 yards and 4 oe 
inches; the centre was filled with a design of leaves, and 
the border was composed of pansy and morning-glory 
flowers. A pair of old Brussels lappets reached £10 
($50) and a small old veil with Prince of Wales feathers RPA 
in the pattern brought £8 ($40). Renee 
Bincue Lace of the old make resembles the old rea 
Valenciennes very closely. Both the towns of Binche [£344 
and Valenciennes are situated in the province of aa Sua 
Hainault, and it was conquest at the end of the seven- [3iars73 
teenth century which gave the town of Valenciennes to 
France. Modern Binche lace is machine-made net 


with bobbin sprigs applied. In the old lace, which was 
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called Guipwre de Binche, the favourite grounds were KE] ; 
the spider and rosette forms. Laces were made at ear 
Binche prior to 1686, since in that year they were sub- mena : 
ject to a royal edict. ‘They were esteemed in France, asta 
where not only were there bedspreads, night-robes, and [Rests seg: 


Ki 


skirts of Dentelle de Binche, but “ cuffs of three ranges,” 7 
fichus and garnitures of the same lace. The designs are [is 
floral, covering well the whole extent of the pattern, ce 
and the groundwork is delicate and pretty, with more {t 


variety than the later Valenciennes patterns. 
Mecuuin Lace has a place all its own, and at one 
time was so popular that it gave its name to all varieties 
of Flanders lace. After 1685 the laces from the different 
towns became known by their appropriate names, and js 
the real « Mechlin, the finest lace of all,” was often called [Es 


108 a 
VTS 
P% 9 Mai 
en WA 
ab h 
PEMA any ae FM aS a EM ABE A OS a MAC "aN Sees tee eas on NZ a NIT NII NIT 
DAS aS SR 2 OU aC RO, OU Bees 
oF Ps Ba M05 Va Sa SY Eide Bit Site ie oi Sie te Siete FS oe Die oie Tele 3 NigTo DT Talley BNA 
epee ANTS PCTS se Bee OR ep Oe epee eta eae RD Di tak 
Sia Se % She SCHR RE Se ae ee ee oF aBENS 03 aA Po SAS NIA NIT 
BIS OI CA MRIS MN LS OSs HANS MS wb RTD aera 4 R akates WNL ‘i 
Pema aba “2B a4 ”s Bae aaa aS aC “gS tas oR aoa A Ma Pe NIA NIA NAS Oe 
V4 Was CI PS VG MAIS AS ORAS 0 I PRR Se bees Tm Ata Otis US 3 See 
SOT oa NT eT DT i IAT Sh No IT AT TOT OT a TS APTOS ORG. Pah 
TVA IG% AGG VAAN ND OL ASG PIG ORES PN Me Die Diseases 7 SSK DRRK DIRE 
BEM AS Hs BE AS Fag DR ZAN Mag BMA Mag FU AN Ma ZAUS Pa SRV AS a GAS Ma BENG AS Van FAG nS Mg BM a PP A Fg IV 08 Mg BGAN Pa NG a Pe NEMA AS Fa NTIG AS Fe 
VA OB ANN AN ANS LASTS ARAN AN ALT WALI ATI I ARLES ALAA IL DARN 
A a EFT 2 SP Has aba a Zan Pa SVAN TaD aS a EAN a BEAAS Fata "a STAY a NET NO PO TEAS aA Ma EAA Ma ETA Ma AY PVD 
CAIRN TNT LSA ANTOWAN ANT GU ANON ANTS RRL ARS RAIN Ol 
Band  BEaaN a BETES Pa SS%4 1 VaBEZ4 Ca BSH A Cad A a BETH YAY BAN Caf Fan BB NH HENAN a NNN wa Ha Ca Mas MPa” Me 
ed AN NA nd AN lg AA ANI ANOS od AN te eT I LAI OS 


Beans Ma ema CaM AS MaMa MAM ANP 


-e WY Fo NR aS Mn BM UY Pa BPG AN a PM ANP BEM AN 
RON R DN RIAN RIS ER RIC 


WS Fg ha 84 Ms 
OR 


of a" 5" 


Ge} 


6g Sa 


% 
a 
. J] 

es 


mea? 
Set 
ne: 


SES Maas oes 
eee 


ee 


y 
iy é 


LATE XXX VIT.—Portrait of his daughter, 
by Albert Cuyp. Corsage trimmed with 
Flanders Point (1605-1691). 
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contained a variety of pretty fillings (a jowr), the mesh 
body had little flowers, sprays, and sprigs scattered 
over _ it. 

This pretty, graceful lace was much esteemed for 
trimmings and head-dresses. Many afternoon caps were 
carried gingerly about in boxes and baskets when our 
great-great-grandmothers went out for a social afternoon, 
and the lace most in vogue was old Mechlin. It achieved 
its greatest vogue before 1755, when its place for delicate 
trimmings was largely taken, at least in France, by silk 
Blonde. 

ANTWERP Lacr. When the rage for Mechlin lace 
was at its height, all the neighbourhood near Mechlin, 
Antwerp, and Louvain took to making it. As early as 
the seventeenth century the industry was started, and 
while Mechlin was the chief lace made there, a style 
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called Potten Kant was also made. ‘This was essentially 
a Dutch lace, and, while in the several centuries of its 
manufacture it has undergone modifications, it still bears Bick 
some of the symbols it originally had. This pot lace was cone tes: 
an elaborate design figuring the Annunciation, with 
figures and flowers. Late in the seventeenth century the 
figures were omitted, and to-day all that remains is the 
two-handled flower-pot with floral devices straying over 
from each side. Owing to the symbolism, this lace was 
at one time in great demand in Spain, whither much of 
it was sent. But with the destruction of the monasteries 
it was no longer needed, and now is chiefly made for 
peasant wear. 

FLemisH Gurpure, and Tare Laces. Guipure lace 
was made either with the needle or with bobbins, the 
heavy parts of the patterns being held together by bars 
worked with a needle, or by the twisting of the bobbin 
threads. ‘This old Guipure was very costly, made as it 
was of gold, silver, or silk threads only, and could con- 
ae wees! sequently be worn only by the royal or rich. Later the 

“241 name was applied to thread laces and those formed with 
‘8, bobbin-made tapes, in which style of fabric the Flemish 
easily excelled. The patterns were very bold and striking, 
the thick portions being varied by different jowrs and 
merely held together by twisted thread bars making 
meshes of an approximately round shape, sometimes 
further embellished with picots or loops. The modern 
tape laces are being very successfully made, the beautiful 
old fillings being carefully copied. 
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FLEMISH LACE 
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These modern tape laces follow, as did the ancient ragatigie 
ones, a style of work which was confined to the Nether- {* : 
lands. It was invented by them, and its peculiar char- 
acteristics—the use of the fine Flanders thread and the 
close and regular weaving of the tape—have never been 
copied. Flemish bobbin lace used frequently to be called 
Guipure de Flandre, to distinguish it from the needle- 2 
point laces. See ee 

Litte Lace. About the middle of the sixteenth [easge 
century Lille was not behind her sister cities of the (S#ss* 
Netherlands in making fine lace. Like so much of the 
other Flemish lace, her chief product was bobbin-made, 
and its most marked peculiarity was the ground, a clear 
simple network upon which the pattern, outlined witha 
heavy thread, stood out in good contrast. The Lille lace 
was similar to that of Arras, and the grounds of both were 
formed by crossing the threads of two sides of the hex- 
agonal mesh and twisting together the two threads on 
the other four sides. The clear ground of the Lille and 
Arras laces made them admirable for trimmings when 
gathered or ruffled up on fichus, kerchiefs, or nightcaps. 
The more modern laces, however, had grounds powdered 
with dots or little sprigs, and, while formerly made in 
both black and white, are now made in white only. 

By the Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle Lille was transferred 
to France, and then, after being retaken by Prince pie 
Kugene and enjoying a period of Flemish rule once ae 
more, it was again ceded to France by the Peace of 
Utrecht. These changes in government had caused {yi 
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LATE XXXVIII.—Duchesse de Nemours. 
Flounces of Point Appliqué. Portrait by 
Winterhalter. 
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GUIPURE DE BruGEs is what is now known as Duchesse 
lace, and is a thread bobbin lace of varying degrees of 
fineness. ‘The pattern is made in sprigs, since it is gen- 
erally floral, and united by brides or bars. It is popular, 
as it is a “real lace,” and not very expensive in its coarser 
qualities. Its greatest drawback is that it thickens and 
draws up when washed. The religious communities of ? 
Bruges make most of the Duchesse lace, and a similar fae ee ak 
lace is made in Venice, where it is called “ Mosaic lace,” [E2835 ane 
since it is built up of small sprigs and pieces. 
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“ Item, three towels of white drawn-work, valued altogether at 


thirty crowns. 
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“ [tem, one pair of cuffs of cut-work enriched with silver, valued 


at twenty crowns. 
** All these towels and handkerchiefs, which were found in the 


“* Item, two white handkerchiefs of cut-work, valued together at 
little coffer which the said defunct lady usually carried with her to 


twenty crowns. 
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Part IV — French and Spanish 


Laces 


to Spain,’— and then he proceeded to 
make good the saying. 
While it remains true that for years 
and years Italy was the arbiter of 
fashions, France under the Medicis and Valois sparkled 
with gold and jewels and rippled in costly laces. Cloth 
of gold and cloth of silver, further enriched by embroid- 
ery, Jewels, and the richest lace to be had, were not too 
elegant. for both men’s and women’s wear. Clouet’s 
portraits show how very insignificant the early laces 
were, mere edgings of little beauty. ‘They were mounted 
on starched and plaited linen ruffs, called retondes. 
Spanish capes and collets montés, as well as chemisettes, 
called gorgias, that covered neck and shoulders, were 
also worn in the time of Catherine de Medici. 

The drawn-work was handsome, and in that or lacis 
or darned netting the workers of the period excelled. 
Catherine de Medici herself was an indefatigable worker 
in embroideries and cut-work, and passed many an 
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character, and one thinks of her more naturally as brew- }eegqitgus e: 
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ing poisons and planning conspiracies than as peacefully as 
working with a needle. After the death of her husband, 
who was laid out “dressed in a Holland shirt most 
excellently broidered about the collar and the cuffs,” 
she arranged for herself a mourning costume which she 
always afterward wore. It was elegant and luxurious, 
and, most important of all, becoming. It was the cus- 
tom for widows of high rank, for a certain period after 
their bereavement, to wear veils when they went out of 
doors, with high gowns, and turnover linen collars with- 
out any lace. They were further expected to remain in 
absolute seclusion for forty days. Catherine de Medici 
was the first queen to ignore these customs. She carried 
the outward mourning, however, into her surroundings, 
and had a mourning-bed of black velvet embroidered 
with pearls and powdered with crescents and suns, with 
all the bed furniture to correspond. She had still an- 
es eatee other bed draped with darned netting or lacis, and she 
Hebe ay not only worked this lacis herself, but kept many girls 

ae and her servants employed on it also. This lacis was 
commonly made in squares, as being easy to handle, and 
a single pattern filled each square. These squares were 
joined together by an ornamental pattern of stitches, 
and made very beautiful bed-covers and ornaments for 
all kinds of household effects. 

SPS In the inventory of Catherine de Medici, recorded 
Ge after her death in 1589, in which the bed already 


VIIA PAS 
VAN 
BNI 
BSS Nich Wi 
Bey ASL Y 


as 


9h NM: 


si Ea a8 


US 


ari 
py. 


7 oS Fa BRK ON 
Mass 8 NARS Oi 


0 0 AGT Va pwd a IV aS 
4 a 8 


ROKER 


a a 
aN. 


Faq VAN 
2 PLS aS 
7 aN 
SA) 
mat 


WTS 


oh a BV 
de ed 
% 

ad Sa; 


mee 
Ma: 


ee NTS) 


p. 


23 


RORY Les 
Ae BQ Mg A aS, 
Fog Rn Vas Fs OM! 


at as 
Paps 
a? RAN Wg 0% OS Ta BY. 
m 
at 


RON TN Poh INL-© 
™ 
as ‘= 
iA 


DIGITNO] 
CON Lae) 


1.94 a Fa Nn 
eb 
Tq “apy. 


aS aa 
RICTSD 


Ni 
LSS 
War “a 9. 
5 Saat a 


N 
¥ 
a 
Fy 
le 
he 
x 
% 
N 
5 
7 


epic 
Bei) 


Sa 
Aes Fa 


aT er] 


a a 0 Fa 
"ee 


7 
RN 
BI 8 
at Fa 


S aioatey takes awaas 


EFA a 2 pa RN GS 
CAN} 

as 

Bs wes 


ne 
EZ 


sv 
aS 
CISA ISLA 


3 


fap 
UNIAN NANI) 


a Fai 


3 
Si) 


6 Py- 


gu Fa 
Be 
DR tie 2 : 
Bey RAS ey UR NN 
oP aT a 
Chen” 
hee Bee, o 


ois) 


My Paid Ms 
0s Raat 


a ae 
1] 
a? Fg pi 


A aie 
ae, one 


% 
o 
AT 


a a 
a Fa 
LAS 


4 a Fa v9 S Me 
ORIN) 

RAs) 

Pas 

Pi7] 

VT 


| 
ja? 

»s 
oS 4 
Fan 
ah 
sc 


toot SN 


Fg NAMA ORAM Fs NM 
Fans Fa 


LA 
ams 
wi Si 


aR 
aS 


; 


i 
D 


es 


te 


24 


2 


"s"a?s7o"e"se"o" 0's 


be 


6 


aa 


pa JNA Ni 
as aD nie ats ae 
Rue maa FatMy sS Pa 
Yaa % Macs iS 0° Ect 


Ca BUA My NU 
eres: 
ata SUL 


ast 


i) 
v 
Na Te ie 
Au seecusys RIT Ores ON ety 
SOS Sacer aaoneacnes 


aS "BGO aN a ss “E So 
a Sada HS WHI 5 MAGS BANG WPAN 
K Pg SBA Va SVG AS Pig BVH AS Pa NI ZAAS Ha SLY AY Pg HIG AS Mg kD 
ese eee ane! PEARS SSN. S shares Fa eB ohais RWI NIL macnn eT one AN 
BGT Fa BY. My 08 a aba aaa aaa py mPa Pate CaSO “al V MA" Mae Ha raBCTAAS Fa BEA Pal AS Pa BS NDS NI KD a WAT hy eee 
ws VINE VR DELS RST een AAT ARR Ra SPL a ML a SPs RLS Te OU Ma Date OY ra Oa Pg Ba Oi eo Ya 
BSS aie a eee MeN ety Nad ROOD RS ORC DOE DIDI REID RDI 
VINO ARAN RUS RRS BA AIS US IS AN) A ie ANd ANTS WN ots Mae YaVanDs SPA Ma PMI 4PM eA? Pa 8 Ma Cai Sas 
Hee YORI GT SaRaNe Sa ra DNV NN a EVAN Mo NOMS Pa IG 0 Fa BIOS a ZA AA asa NAST Fae aT rab eS Cae 8 a VG UN a OG 
Re Fa OOS es SPiN M7 RDN 9% as ty Marat Pa 
as a na st 


Ke 


‘sInw [0 aouvbvanagea 
bumoys (689I-1¢¢T ) eounag fo [TT hawayy 
fo ubrias ur 70g 7N0O—'XIXNX ALT 


ee Se, eee oe ry 


is raey RX 


Per he : ‘: 
Perret eas iss. 
aera 


oe anes 
a? He 


SS 


om 
oj 


r 


~ 
Kody 
os 


SAE STE: 


SAY : 


Fae 


Se 

“te we} 
fey ¥ '. 

era 


Sox ase 


ia he 
GS 


ssraraa 


Siaee al: 
Re: 


Sate > owe 
Pry 
Tu v-¥ 3 a 
3 Raa as 7 7 a 


PTE 
ee ia 


PPPS, 


Pat ai 


hs on < 
RoE ae 
LAT) 


j 


OR Ota 
uf ad tea CA 
Poa NA ats NP OO Oe 


Seat Si 


7 


es 


er 
AOI 


st! 
ian 
-ve 


G 


Ss 
a sk 
“I 

8 


? 
Se 
fa 

Past Oe. 

seat 


STS 
on 
bo he Ro} 
ah Fa eG A 
oe 
rs 
Carat wha os 


a 
aa a) 


oi 
ast Fa % 
au 


Ee 


x3 CaP Mas a) i ae 
ADK S Pe atk 4 gach ma a7 
ee methe Sos cle. ce ean ces 


rare ae ERE 


le 


Wig aaguccetsacigiastces Saacancuake Sas Caeagestsatstcate, 

* 

eS ae, Soe ee shgilys: 
eS A 


Had Fa 09-9 9% 
8% Ota RN 
eae eS CABINS CAEN AY Co RWG 0 aM 
Zid 


aS Fs) 
ASSP SL Orisa 


STATS 
Neate PTs 


Sete SA ° y > a] BW N Fe: 
» 2. 


Fa SB a Sa 4S 


ROO OK 


SO ie Hi 


AND SPANISH LACES 


CLECCSESCSLSAA SERS SS CRE S £4 


FRENCH 


mentioned is carefully described, there are also enumer- 
ated two coffers, in one of which were 381 of these lacis 
squares, unmounted, and in the “ other were 538 squares, 
some worked with rosettes or with blossoms, and others 
with nosegays.” 

In 1559, when Margaret of Savoy was married, her 
trousseau contained gold-embroidered dresses and quan- 
tities of jewels and lace. The bridal dress was yellow 
satin, with the bodice embroidered in jewels and gold. 
Her mantle was trimmed with lace a foot wide, and she 
had in addition a cloak of cloth of silver trimmed with 
lynx fur. 

By 1579 the ruffs worn at the French court had _be- 
come preposterous, so large that the simple function of 
eating was almost an impossibility, and so full that 
twelve lengths or yards of material were easily tortured 
into one of them. ‘They were worn by men and women 
alike, and the grotesque effect presented by a company 
wearing these monstrosities is shown in many pictures of 
the period, but they were pleasing to both Catholic and 
Huguenot alike. The court ladies not only wore what 
laces there were,— Point Coupé, Drawn Work and 
Darned Net, but they made it also. 

Fashion usually holds her sway undisputed, no matter 
what political upheavals take place. There was an ex- 
ception to this rule in 1583, immediately after the 
murder of the Duc de Guise at the Etats de Blois. 
Deep mourning only was worn, no gay or fashionable 
costume was tolerated. If a demoiselle was seen wearing 
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a ruff, or even a simple rabat trimmed with lace, it was 

torn from her neck and trampled under foot. But this -ezst#.s 
emotion soon passed, and all was once more caprice and hed 
folly. 

In 1594 Gabrielle d’Estrées wore a “cotte of Turkish : 
cloth of gold with flowers embroidered in carnation, EPR 
white, green, and silver.” With this was worn a gown 
of flowered green velvet lined with cloth of silver and 
trimmed with gold and silver lace. Thread lace of the 
finest point was lavished on the neck and sleeves, and 
even on the back of the gown. 

As the Venetians advanced in the art and produced 
more beautiful lace, the French court demanded it, and 
were eager to squander such fabulous sums on it that 
the government thought it time to interfere. 

One of the strictest edicts against excessive ornamen- 
tation of clothing ever promulgated in any country was 
issued by Louis XIII in 1629. The chief interest it 
now has is the enumeration of the ornaments and trim- 
mings then worn. ‘That it was seriously enforced seems 
hardly probable in view of the pictures of the day, 
which show splendid costumes for both men and women, 
decorated with the very articles prohibited. The edict 
was called “ Regulation of Superfluity in Clothes.” In 
Article 133 of the document is the following : 


“We forbid men and women to wear in any way whatsoever 
embroidery on cloth or flax, imitations of embroidery, of border- 
ing made up with cloth and thread, and of cut-work for rebatos, 
capes, sleeves, done upon quintain and other linens, laces, passa- 
maynes, and other thread work made with bobbins. 
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* And we forbid the use of all other ornaments upon capes, 
sleeves, and other linen garments, save trimmings, cut-work, and 
laces manufactured in this country which do not exceed at most the 
price of 75 livres the ell, that is, for the band and its trimming to- 
gether, without evasion ; upon pain of confiscation of the atorenid 
capes, chainworks, collars, hats, and mantles which may be found ae 
upon offending persons ; as well as the coaches and horses which SG Sia 
may be found similarly bedecked.” ees 
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Under this same monarch lace handkerchiefs and 
lace-trimmed garments were prohibited to all classes be- 
low the nobles. Those under the ban dared not openly 
defy the decree, so they wore bunches of ribbons and 
streamers to supply the deficiency. ‘These streamers 
became known as galants. 

Scarfs trimmed with lace came into fashion in 1656, % 
and formed a very graceful adjunct to ladies’ attire. eh 
They did not meet with the approval of all classes, 
however, for some disbanded soldiers roaming through 
the streets of Paris amused themselves by snatching 
these scarfs from the ladies’ shoulders, claiming that it 
was against the law to wear them. After half a dozen 
of these offenders had been hanged by the police, the 
nuisance abated, and scarfs were once more worn in 
peace. During the carnival of 1659, we are told by 
Mdlle de Montpensier, — 
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—* the court masqueraded in delightful fashion. On one occasion 
Monsieur, Mdlle de Villeroy, Malle de Gourden, and I wore cloth 
of silver with rose-coloured braid, black-velvet aprons, and stom- 
achers trimmed with gold and ples lace. Our dresses were cut 
like those of the Bresse peasants, with collars and cuffs of yellow 
cloth in the same style, but of finer quality and edged with Venetian 
lace.” 
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When Colbert came on the scene he profited by the 
knowledge that the edicts issued by the Valois kings had 
been evaded in every way, and that the prohibitions of 
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Louis XIII had met with small effect. So, to gain his 
object of preserving to France her own revenues, he set PRA 
sure he was at first much hampered by Mazarin, who 
was not so deeply concerned in stimulating the industries 
and Italian laces. But in 1661 Mazarin died, and after 
this the Minister of Finance was able to take the place 
: : 5 “ : . OSE Dy 
Our interest is chiefly concerned in his attitude }ixeisiz: 
toward the lace industry, but this was only one of the jet 
were started, workmen skilled in every branch of labour 
were invited to settle in France, inventors were encour- 
lutely prohibited from emigrating. rata 
He conceived the idea of bringing to France skilled 
Italy and Flanders, reporting to the King that “ there 
will always be found fools enough to purchase the manu- 
from purchasing those of other countries.” 
To learn how best to accomplish his object he applied ff 
NUN 3 ¢ k 
faouv'so| Bonzy, Bishop of Beziero. This prelate recommended 
SO 


about the matter in quite a different fashion. To be aie 
of France but that he could buy and wear both Flanders 
he desired in the administration. Bas pda ak 
Nis ea) 
; . : j : ; , PSR Or 
objects he had in his active mind. Other new industries 
aged and protected, and French workmen were abso- 
Zaha Pai" 
workwomen, so that French lace should rival that of 
factures of France, though France should be prohibited 
to the French Ambassador at Venice, Monseigneur de 
Ree cnycenar 
eee 
items} Sending some women from Venice, where “all the poor 
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LATE XL.—Claudia (1547-1575), daughter 
of Henry Ll and Catherine de Medici. luff 
and chemisette of drawn-work edged with purling. 
One of the earliest French portraits showing lace. 


Painted by Clouet. 
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families and all the convents make a living out of this 
lace-making,” to teach the girls of France. 

The experiment succeeded, and a few years later 
Colbert wrote to M. le Conte d’Avaux, the successor at 
Venice of Mgr de Bonzy, as follows: 


Fores 
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“T have gladly received the collar of needle-point lace worked in  }Pemavar 
relief that you have sent me, and I find it very beautiful. I shall 

have it compared with these new laces being made by our own lace- 

makers, although I may tell you beforehand that as good specimens 

are now made in this Kingdom.” 
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The town of Alencon had long been a centre for the 
RONEN ANIA 


manufacture of Point Coupé and needle-point lace. PSE ey 
In 1665, when Colbert was considering where best to |etustsu 


VIANA 
place his colony of imported lace-workers, he received 
a letter from Favier Duboulay, saying : 
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“It is a fact that for many years the town of Alencon subsists 
only by means of these small works of lace that the people make 
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So what more natural than that this little lace-making 

S megerecs) town should be chosen? Curiously enough, the greatest 
ESiSaestN2241 opposition Colbert received was from the old French 
“ lace-makers themselves, who were so wedded to making 

the old style of laces that it was almost impossible to 
teach them the new. However, the minister persisted 
and was ably assisted by his forewoman, Mme Gilbert, 
or Mme La Perriére, — authorities differ on this point, 
— and they soon produced such beautiful pieces that not 
only was the great Louis himself satisfied, but his 


| courtiers eagerly seized the laces which were exhibited 
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shone in her ears. Her arms were bare and encircled above the 
elbow with gold open-work bracelets set with opals. 
cloves of cream-coloured Brussels lace.” 


She wore 


On August 15, 1665, a company was founded by 
royal ordinance, with an exclusive privilege for ten 


SSeS ar ast 

SESEES years, to manufacture Point de France upon a large 
SS: scale, and made enormous profits during the period of 

= Nahe its existence, which ceased in 1675. The state furnished 
Sa a fund of 36,000 francs in aid of this company ; the im- 

= “ haat portation of foreign lace was forbidden; and it was 
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specified that all the laces of Venice, Genoa, and Ragusa 
should be copied in France. In 1671 the Italian 
Ambassador at Paris wrote home that Colbert was on 
the way to bring the making of thread lace to perfec- 
tion. Never was protection more beneficently extended 
over an infant industry. On November 17, 1667, there 
appeared still another edict, prohibiting not only the 
wearing but the selling of passements, lace, and other 
works in thread of Venice, Genoa, and other foreign 
countries. On March 17, 1668, this was followed by 
still another prohibition, declaring that the wearing of 
these foreign laces was injurious to the country, since 
the manufacture of lace gave subsistence to many 
persons living in the kingdom. ‘The last edict regard- 
ing feminine attire, which was published in France, was 
dated 1704. 

“'Transparents,” as they were called, came into 
fashion in 1676. Mme de Sévigné writes: 
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“ Have you heard of transparents? ‘They are complete dresses ¥ 
of the very finest gold or azure brocade, and over them is worn a 
transparent black gown, or a gown of beautiful Point d@ Angleterre, 
or of Chenille velvet like that winter lace you saw. These form a 
‘transparent’ which is a black dress, and gold, silver, or coloured 
dress beneath, just as one likes, and this is the fashion.” 


When Mme de Montespan was at the height of 
favour she is described as wearing “ Point de France, ss% Res 
and her hair in numberless curls, one on each side of }§ 
the temples falling low on her cheeks.” 

Little fancy capes made of Point d Angleterre or 
French lace were called Palatines after Charlotte Eliza- 
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THE LACE BOOK 


beth, daughter of the Elector Palatine. She invented 
them to cover her neck and shoulders, and in winter 
wore them of miniver. 

In 1679 Louis XIV gave a féte at Marly, and, in order 
to encourage the new manufacture, gave orders that 
each lady of the court, on retiring to her room to change 
her costume, should find placed ready for her use a costly 
dress of lace. Even the austere Mme de Maintenon, 
while sparing in the use of jewels, was very partial to 
elegant lace, and kept the young girls at St. Cyr busy 
making it for her. 

Nor were the churchmen more abstemious in their 
use of this rich ornament. Fénelon, the pious Arch- 
bishop of Cambrai, had four dozen pairs of costly ruffles. 
The sleeve ruffles were a more important portion of the 
costume than one would consider possible. They were 
arranged in layers as early as 1683, and were known by 
the name of engagéants. These were not the ones which 
turned back over the sleeve of the dress, but hung over 
the wrist. By 1688 they had reached their highest 
expression in France, and so popular were they that by 
1690 all England had copied the fashion and was wear- 
ing them too. Their proper arrangement was a matter 
of deep consideration. “I have been told,” writes 
Furetiére, “that the wife of President Tambonneau 
takes a whole hour to put on her cuffs.” 

The “ Fontange,” a style of head-dress originated by 
Mlle Fontanges’ tying a lace handkerchief over her 
disordered tresses, immediately became the mode in 
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LATE XLI.—James Stuart (1688-1766 ), and 

his sister Louisa. He wears a cravat of Point 

de France. The front of her gown, sleeve ruffles, 

and cap, called a **Fontange,” are of the same lace. 
Portrait by Largilliére. 
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Under the reign of Louis XV they remained much the 
same, with garlands curiously interwoven, into which 
were worked patterns of different stitches, the whole 
presenting a wreathed and garlanded effect of great 
beauty. 
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of the Revolution swept over France, Argentan lace- 
works flourished. Guyard’s children succeeded him, and 
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serene} Out to one Ktienne Nicholas for the annual sum of 
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Of course he would not be content to pay this large 
sum unless his profits were in proportion, so it seems 
safe to say that probably as much as 8,000 pounds of 
lace came into France that year. There was a pro- 
hibition against the Points of both Venice and Genoa, 
so their laces could not be declared in the receipts. 
Undoubtedly many pounds of them were introduced, 
however, under other names, or by smuggling. 
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On all sides were courtiers and attendants waiting 
for perquisites by means of which they hoped to eke 
out an income which would cover the immense outlay 
to which they were subjected on account of the elegance 
and luxury demanded, and for which the court set the 
standard. The ladies wore their berthas and sleeves 
trimmed with Alencon or Argentan. When the [eiisice 
sleeves were short, these ruffles were called engagéantes; | : 
when long, pagodes. The lace trimmings on. skirts pee, 
were volantes, or flounces, which were called tournantes \Sisurttee 
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when they were applied horizontally, and quélles when fesions. ses 
aus ry ; : : Fait" OMe 

put on vertically. The edge of lace (when not insertion, RRS 
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in which both edges are finished alike) is ornamented fiveticasis 
RORY 


on one side and plain on the other. ‘To the plain edge jszsurora 
is lightly attached a strip of lace called engrélure, or “8 
footing. This, in the old laces, was made of flax 
thread, like the lace itself; in modern lace it is made of 
cotton thread. 

The patterns for Points de France, when not copied 

from Italian models, had a regularity of arrangement 

asus.cskezs, Which was not to be found in Italian laces of the same 
#8 period. It was this very regularity which led little by 
little to the doing away with the brides or bars and the js wae 
substitution of a regular réseaw or meshed background. Mes 
There are still to be found, in collections, flounces made 
for the court dames of the ancien régime, in which are 
figures and emblems of the time of the Great Louis. 

When the Prince de Conti married Mlle de Blois, 
the King’s wedding gift was a set of toilette hangings 
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Century. Style of Lows XIV. Needle point. 
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made entirely of Points de France, while other members 
of the royal family gave her a bedspread and valance 
of the same costly material. It was this same Mlle 
de Blois of whom Mme de Sévigné writes in 1674, 
saying : “ She was as beautiful as an angel, with a tablier 
and bavette of Point de France.” 

The prodigality in dress at this period in France is 
scarcely conceivable. Neither men nor women hesitated 
to beggar themselves to shine in laces and diamonds, 
and then, when they had squandered everything, still 
kept on the same wild pace till merchants refused to 
supply them any longer. On the occasion of the 
betrothal of the daughter of Monsieur with the Duc de 
Lorraine, the festivities lasted for several days. Each 
day for a week Mdlle de Blois appeared in a different 
costume. Once she wore a coat of Gros de Tours 
richly embroidered in gold touched with flame colour. 
She had on a splendid set of diamonds, and a mantle of 
gold Point @ Espagne six yards and a half long, which 
was carried behind her by a Duchess. On another 
occasion her coat and skirt were cloth of silver trimmed 
with silver lace. 

It was at the end of the seventeenth century that the 
Steinkirk came in,—a necktie of the finest muslin edged 
with lace. This was passed about the neck and tied 
once, the long ends being twisted and drawn through a 
buttonhole. The legend is that this fashion of wearing 
these cravats came about as the French princes were 
hurrying to battle in 1692, in the engagement between 
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84} Marshal Luxembourg and William of Orange. How- [paras 
wees} ever this may be, the hit was a happy and becoming 
; Saha one; the style was followed, and women, too, seized on 
ava 
guiucegis| it. Indeed, it became quite general in England as well 
eae as in France, and it even crossed the water to America, 
Mionsusea) where in the “court circle” at New York we hear of 
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both Steinkirks and Fontanges. ‘The feminine fashion of 
fastening these laced cravats was not by passing them 
through a buttonhole, but by pinning them on one side 
of the corsage by a long bar pin. In the prologue to 
“Don Quixote” we find: “The modish spark wears a 
huge Steihkirk twisted to the waist.” Sir Walter Scott, 
correct in small as well as large details, speaks of Frank 
Osbaldiston in “ Rob Roy” as having his cravat, “a 
richly laced Steinkirk,” taken from him by the High- 
landers. 

With the advent of Louis XV the wearied nation 
wanted something new. The Ponts de France under 
Louis XIV had been chiefly remarkable for their meshed 
grounds, often large in size, the bars being ornamented 
with little loops or picots of thread. The lace mesh was 
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SRE? now much reduced in size, a form in which the picot 
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28 could not be used. ‘To counteract this plainness, mesh 
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SOS grounds of different patterns were happily contrasted in 
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which had never before been attempted. Such fillings 
were inserted like little jewels in the centre of flowers ; 
they extended into medallions, along the edges ; they 
spread into fans and shells infinite in variety, wonderful 
in beauty. So exquisite were some of these fillings that 
in small and costly bits of lace they filled the whole 
background, making a product infinitely richer than 
when the ground was a simple mesh. 

The use of finery which seemed excessive under Louis 
XIV went even farther under Louis XV. Everything 
ss} possible was trimmed with lace. The perquisites col- 
““| lected by those connected with the court often rose to 
immense sums. The ladies of the court attached to the 
Queen’s chamber were nominally paid 150 livres a year, 
but they were able to sell for their own use the candles 
which had been once lighted. This item would not seem 
to be a large one, yet it brought in an income of 5,000 
livres. . The profit on wax candles was so great that it 
was shared among many. ‘Those candles which were 
unconsumed when the play was ended went to the garde- 
meuble, while those that remained after lighting the 
King’s meals were apportioned among others. Every 
three years the linens and laces of the Queen were re- 
newed in order that the lady of honour and the royal 
nurse might sell the supply on hand. When the 
Dauphine died, Mme Brancas at once asserted her 
rights to all that pertained to her toilette, and this 
brought no less than 50,000 crowns. The profits of her 
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“To-day Madame de Luynes brought the furnishings which she ea Ar oe 
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had chosen for the Queen, and which were shown to the ladies of (grasasux 
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honor. They were bedspreads for the great and small beds, and (g2eRsus 
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pillow-cases trimmed with Point @ Angleterre of the same pattern. jeuotauers 
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These furnishings cost 80,000 livres, for Madame Luynes did not KOR 
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renew the handsomest bedspreads for the Queen. PAS aE 


The old “furnishings” were the perquisite of Madame 
de Luynes, and she seems to have shown unusual con- 
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pe TE XLIU,.—* Unknown Princesses.” They 
wear aprons, fronts, sleeve ruffles, and cups of 
Point d@ Argentan. Attributed to Belle (1674-1734). 
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of Madame Du Barry are fairly preposterous with the Seid he 
sums spent for Brussels and Point @ Angleterre. In (egw 
these accounts is also mentioned India muslin so fine |" aarces 
that a length sufficient to make four dresses weighed 
but 15 ounces. 

While the French laces with which we are most 
familiar, and which were the most costly and beautiful, [fgsazas3e 
were made with the needle, France also had her bobbin 
laces. Colbert directed that “all sorts of threadwork, 
both with the needle and with bobbin on the pillow” 
should be made in the lace-works he established, but the HEX 
bobbin laces had a later start. The towns where bobbin aanaietnee 
laces were made under Colbert’s administration were Senate 
Arras, Le Quesnoy, Loudon, and Aurillac. They were 
soon overshadowed, however, by their better known ee 

Fa a a OM 


neighbour, Valenciennes, the place where the most Festa 
NON NIAY 


esteemed of bobbin laces were made. rege 
Valenciennes lace attracted but little attention when [See 

it was first made. It was not till the eighteenth century 

that it became esteemed and accepted as one of the 

laces demanded by fashion. Indeed, none of the pillow- 

made laces, Mechlin, Valenciennes, or Chantilly, enjoyed 

the reputation at first which caused the needle points of 

Venice and Alencon to occupy so prominent a position. 

Still, the love for lace had been implanted, and the 

noble work done by Colbert in establishing works all 

over the Kingdom bore fruit later. While needle-point meas 

laces may be said to have reached their supreme heights 

in the seventeenth century, bobbin-made lace came to Pees 
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its fullest expression in the eighteenth century and has 
never since been excelled. 

Under Louis XV fashion demanded soft and filmy 
laces, which were bobbin-made, the very materials and 
mode of manufacture making needle point stiffer. The 
earliest French bobbin laces, like those of other coun- 
tries at this period (the sixteenth century), were of gold 
and silver threads, — Passements or Guipures as they {gargs 
were called. Le Puy and Muirecourt were the _ best- Sra as 
known places of their manufacture, and these laces are 
made there yet. The patterns have changed little, 
being geometric, with formal floral forms and star-like 
centres. 

The making of these laces at the present time is one 
of the chief industries of Auvergne, where nearly 200,000 
women, living simple lives in the mountains, add to 
their meagre incomes by lace-making. They are able 
quickly to follow the dictates of fashion, since they can 
vary the materials with which they work : silk, worsted, 
and goat’s or even rabbit’s hair being employed with 
equal facility. The most popular lace of the last century 
upon which they have been employed is a black silk 
Guipure. Cluny lace, a new name for the old-fashioned 
passement, was also a favourite for a period, the name 
being derived from the famous Cluny Museum in Paris, 
where examples of ancient laces are preserved. 

The old gold and silver laces are still made, but of 
course in greatly diminished quantities, since this form 
of the fabric is no longer used on men’s dresses. 
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FPRENC oH AND SPANIS H LACES — 


The fancy for laces with fine grounds, which was so 
marked in the eighteenth century, was a great misfortune 
to the Guipure-making centres. 

Point de Milan, another pillow-made lace, suffered 
also, since it was a lace of scrolls and large effects, the 
gimp being rather heavy. 

The dress of the élégantes of the period of Louis XV 
abounded in every description of sumptuous negligées. 
Many of these gowns were of the finest lawn and mus- 
lin, very richly bedecked with lace, which had to com- 
bine the qualities of a filmy lightness and a capability 
of “doing up” well. Valenciennes lace seemed most 
happily to combine these qualities. By this time it had 
passed through the various stages of different ground- 
works, and the clear square or diamond-shaped mesh 
had been adopted, its regularity displaying the floral 
ornament of the pattern to the best advantage. 

For elegant dress, when silk lace was demanded, 
Chantilly, after a period devoted to experiment and 
struggle;-suddenly sprang to the fore. The material 
employed for the black laces is a silk thread called 
Grenadine d Alais, and the patterns of the old Chantilly, 
whether of black or white silk, are distinguished by the 
introduction of vases and baskets to hold the flowers 
which form the design. Black laces, however, never 
had the vogue of white, and were chiefly used by elderly 
ladies, for shawls, scarfs, and any outdoor garments, 
or for mounting over a brilliant colour. It is much 
more in demand now than in either the seventeenth 
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LATE XLIV.—Charles de France (1757- 

1836) and Marie Adélaide de France. The 

lace apron, sleeve ruffles, cap and cravat and ruffs 
are Argentan. Portrait by Drouais. 
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made at Chantilly were revived with great success. 
Mrs. Palliser says that lace was never more in vogue 
than in the early days of the first Empire, and the 
orders given by Napoleon and the members of his family 
and court were the richest ever received by the French tee 
lace-workers. His sister Pauline, Princess Borghese, BREE: 
says herself that she is “ passionately fond of lace,” and 
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her portraits show that it was always used in some {eartays eA oe 
~ BS aeaace See 

fashion or other on her gowns. The bed-coverings [Asi&.sarus 


ordered for Marie Louise by Napoleon were made of (S2sas2e 
Alencon, and, besides the bedspread, consisted of tester, HES 
valance, pillow-cases, and curtains. Ba naan 

The Empress Eugénie was also fond of lace, and 
much Alencon was bought for her. She had one 
flounce of Alengon of such exquisite quality that its 
manufacture occupied thirty-six women for a year and 
a half. Marie Antoinette and the Empress Eugénie 
were, however, equally fond of Blonde lace, and in the 
celebrated portrait by Winterhalter the Empress wears 
a gown trimmed with it. This piece of Blonde, 34 
yards in length and 20 inches wide, was sold in London 
in April, 1902, for 48 guineas ($252),— not a large price 
considering its history. 

Even before her marriage, while Mlle Montijo, she 
delighted in visiting the lace shops and hunting out 
choice pieces. In 1865 she organised a competition 
among the lace-workers of Chantilly and Alencon for 
two dresses, one of each style, and when they were 
completed, dressed in the Alencon gown, she distributed 
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LATE XLV.—A. * Vrai Valenciennes,” 

showing ua bit of fond de neige, or snowy back- 
ground. Bobbin lace. Early Eighteenth Century. 
B. Old black chantilly, with double ground. 
Bobbin lace. Early Highteenth Century. 
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FRENCH AND SPANISH LACES 


the prizes. The price given for the gown she chose was 
£3,000 ($15,000). 

The layette of the Prince Imperial was quite as rich 
as that of his predecessors, the King of Rome, or the 
“Grande Bébé,” as Louis XIV was called. The chris- 
tening-robe, with its cap and mantle, was composed of 
Alencon, while the same lace was used for the coverlet 
of the cradle, the curtains of which were of finest old 
Mechlin. His frocks, of which there were twelve 
dozen, were either trimmed or largely composed of this 
same costly lace, and the caps and aprons of his nurses 
were also trimmed with it. 

There was another bobbin lace often mentioned in 
the contemporary literature of the day during the six- 
teenth and succeeding centuries, called Mignonette, 
which was a light, inexpensive trimming and popular 
among the lower and middle classes. ‘The farmer’s wife 
generally managed to have enough Mignonette to trim 
her best .caps, its lightness rendering it admirable for 
this use. The lace was made from thread bleached and 
spun at Antwerp, and was never more than two or 
three inches wide. It was largely exported, and was 
made not only in Paris, but in Lorraine, Auvergne, 
Normandy, and Switzerland. This is one of the laces 
of which an old writer speaks as being exported in large 
quantities to the “islands of America.” 

Paris herself was long a lace-making centre, records 
existing as far back as early in the seventeenth century. 
The more common laces like Mignonette, Bisette, and 
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Point de Paris were those earliest made by the Hugue- 
nots who settled there. As finer laces were required these 
Paris laces improved and became fine and delicate in 
quality. Gold lace was made in Paris long before the 
time of Colbert, and was known as Point dEHspagne. 
It was often enriched with pearls and jewels and was 
renowned all over Europe for its fine workmanship and 
beauty. The revocation of the Edict of Nantes broke 
up its manufacture. ‘These makers of gold and silver 
lace in the time of Louis XIV had their own particular 
quarter in the Rue Sainte-Honoré and Rue des Bour- 
donnais, while the thread-lace shops were confined to 
the Rue Bétizy. 

In 1704 a report made to the Chamber of Commerce 
of Paris estimated that one-fourth of the population, 
varying in age from six to seventy years and of many 
conditions of life, supported themselves either wholly 
or in part by the making of lace. The number fell off 
greatly, so that in 1850 there were but 250,000 workers. 
In 1903 there were barely 120,000, and these cannot 
make a living, as the work is poorly paid, the most 
skilful earning about two francs for twelve hours’ work, 
while the ordinary workers receive but from 60 to 80 
centimes. 

But Paris, as several times before, has awakened to 
the folly of letting such a valuable industry die. On 
June 16, 1903, the Chamber of Deputies passed two 
short clauses which were appended to the Code of 
Education, enacting that in the lace-making departments 
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“ Hitherto a child has been compelled to attend the primary 
schools until the age of thirteen. Now, such laces as the Alen¢on 
and the exquisite and rare Rose Point require an apprenticeship 
of at least five years. Therefore it follows that a girl will be an 
expense and a burden upon her parents for nineteen years, and at 
the end of that time, according to present rates of payment, she |s4uraee 
will be capable of earning only from 60 to 80 centimes at first, 
reaching 2 francs a day when she has attained great proficiency. 
Naturally, parents prefer farm labour or domestic service for 
their daughters, and hence there is a constant drainage from the 
country districts to the large towns.” 
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If the new clauses be intelligently administered, the 
new schools of lace design and lace-making will have 
the very desirable effect of stemming the tide which is 
rapidly depopulating the country districts, by providing 
the girls with a means of livelihood at a still early age. 

The’ principal centres of lace-making to-day are 
Paris, with her revived interest in the art, and the 
Le Puy district, which, earliest in the field, still holds 
her own as to quality and quantity of lace made there. 
The 100,000 lace-makers are scattered along the Haute 
Loire, and in the Puy de Dome, where the women 
meet at the house of one whom they call the “ béate.” 
This woman, for a small sum, provides a fire and light, 
and, to help pass the long day, either reads or tells ear 
stories. It is in Normandy that the lace-workers, as Re Nees 
their ancestors did centuries ago, take their pillows to 
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the lofts over the cow-houses, gaining a slight warmth 
from the beasts beneath them, which obviates the smoke 
and expense of a fire. These N ormandy peasant 
workers still use the patterns handed down by previous 
generations, their strong artistic sense enabling them to 
improve them and give them great grace and delicacy. 

Machine-made lace is not so great a rival as one might 
fear. Real lace always has been and always will be an 
article of luxury within the reach only of the few, and 
these will always buy it. In many old French families 
there are pieces of lace which have been heirlooms for 
generations, and which have a value to persons of taste 
and culture beyond even that of the family jewels. We 
have quoted from the expense account of the Duc de 
Penthiévre for the year 1788, when his ruffles and sets 
of lace embraced ells of the most costly makes. That 
these precious fabrics have been carefully preserved is 
most certain, since the present Duc de Penthiévre, in 
April, 1903, presented to his ward, on her marriage with 
the Marquis Gouy d’Arsy, some priceless old laces. 
The Comtesse de Chateaubriand is another holder of 
quantities of antique lace treasures, and interest in re- 
viving this industry is felt not only in France, but in 
Italy and England as well. 


Reference List of French Lace 


Ponts DE France. This was the name given during 
the reign of Louis XIV to those rich laces made in 
France which were almost exact copies of the Venice 
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LATE XLVI. — Queen Marie Antoinette 
(1755-1793). The lace on skirt, corsage, and 
sleeves is Blonde. Portrait by Mme Lebrun. 
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and Milan laces of the same period. These home-made 
laces were intended to take the places of Italian and 
Flemish laces, and they did. Their cost, however, was 
extreme, so that their wear was confined to the wealthy. 
The mode of making these laces was similar to that 
employed in the Gros Point de Venise, and it was 
under the superintendence of Mme Gilbert that the 
French and Italian workers evolved the beautiful fabric 
which became known a little later as Point d’Alengon. 
During the time of Louis XIV the groundwork of 
Points de France had been rather regular meshes, which 
were ornamented by loops or picots. Little by little 
these meshes were reduced in size, and grew to the 
ground called petit réseau, or small mesh. The hand- 
somest of the Points de France at the commencement 
of the eighteenth century was known as— 

Point DE SEDAN. The city of Sedan was selected 
by Colbert as one of his lace centres, and this large- 
meshed Jace, with bold springing patterns, was success- 
fully made there. The lace has a varied thickness 
imparted to it by different stitches which give high relief 
in some parts of the pattern. Much of this lace was 
used on the splendid rochets of the bishops of that time. 
It closely resembles Gros Point de Venise. The use of 
lace during the reign of Louis XIV was prodigious. 
Even such visitors as came to the court were presented 
with cravats, collars, and cuffs by the magnificent Louis. 

Point D’ALENGON. The final evolution of this lace 
was completed by about 1678, and from this time was 
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called by the distinctive title of Alencon. The quality 
of this lace, which is a needle point, is its crisp firmness, 
due to the character of the cordonnet, or outline, to the 
edge of the pattern, which is made of horsehair, giving 
it a peculiar wiry feeling, as well as a firmness to which 
is due the preservation of much of this perishable fabric. 
Louis XIV and Louis XV were its two greatest patrons, 
and with the Revolution in 1794 it suffered greatly and {% } 
has never again assumed the place it once held. pees ig: 

The process of making Alencon is tedious in the ad 
extreme. After the grounds became small, the button- 
hole stitch was too thick and clumsy, and a lighter and 
clearer mesh was found to be necessary. After much 
experimenting this grew to be the hexagonal mesh 
known as the distinctive Alencon ground. The lace is 
made in sections, each part by a different worker, and 
the sections are afterward joined by nearly invisible 
stitches. The pattern is printed on bits of parchment 

Pa about ten inches long, green being the colour commonly 
Segre used, as showing up the lace better. The pattern is 
yeas ekeee, then pricked, and the parchment is stitched to a piece 
ets “azuae| Of coarse linen. The outline of the pattern is then laid 
on the parchment in two flat threads held in place by 
tiny stitches which go through the holes in the parch- 
ment. This is the first stage, and is the only part of 
the work done by this particular workwoman. The 
laid outline is then given to another worker, who fills in 
the ground, or réseau. The worker of the flowers uses 
a long needle, and her task is to make the buttonhole 
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igs ees} compare favourably with what they brought in the hey- Rails 


day of their fame. Within the past year, at Christie’s, 
Brana ia in London, an Alencon panel for a dress front, 44 
Betas 202" 41 inches deep and 17 inches wide, brought £43 ($215). 
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LATE XLVII. — La Duchesse @aAumale. 
Flounces of black chantilly luce. Nineteenth 
Century. Portrait by Winterhalter. 
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8-inch width fetched but a guinea ($5.25). 
At the present time Alencon lace is made in Alencon, 
Bayeux, and even in Venice. It is being imported in 


S27; fair quantities to America, since each year there is a Roe Na Ne 
DacKy slowly increasing demand for “real lace,” as it is called rea es 
Se “#4 in distinction from that which is machine-made. It [FR aesuy 
2a does not take the rank it once did: Brussels, Mechlin, PRS 

and Valenciennes taking precedence over it. pa 
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Pornt D’ArRGENTAN. Like Alencon, Argentan is 
also a needle-point lace, these two being the only needle- 
point laces of France with a net ground. The name 
Alencon is a much more familiar one than Argentan, 
although the two laces were originated at about the 
same time; yet the output from Argentan never 
reached the amount made at Alencon. In 1744, when 
the manufacture of lace was progressing briskly, there 
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were at Argentan about 1,200 workers, while at cette 
Alengon and its neighbourhood the number was close [eisisis: 
to 8,000. This was the period when, in order to supply NaS he 
the demand, work-people were enticed from one town [pemsicas 
to the other,—to the great uneasiness of the super- sate 
. ANA Pasney 
intendents who had large orders to fill. iin oes 
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In 1788, according to that indefatigable traveller, 
Arthur Young, the industry at Argentan was very 
flourishing, since the value of the lace made there 
exceeded 500,000 livres ($100,000). The Revolution 
killed the manufacture of this lace, which was revived 
in 1808, but failed in 1810. By 1874 it was once again 
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re-established, and the lace is still made in small quan- |s2tas“% 
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tities. The difference between the two laces is chiefly rea seen 
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mézexs2s| small-mesh ground, while that of Argentan was coarse jgieeeshy 
enough to be called a “bride” or bar ground. The 

patterns are larger, bolder, and more scroll-like, the 

relief higher, and the workmanship coarser and more [go 283528 
effective, from its close patterns and clear bride ground, : 
than the more minutely worked Alencon. The hex- Sea as 
agonal bride, the great characteristic of Argentan lace, 

has sometimes worked within each mesh a small six-sided eR 
solid dot. This particular style of ground was called eNee nie 
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réseau rosacé. Another famous ground was the bride ikisar, 
picotée, or bride bouclée, as it was called, since each 
bride or bar was ornamented with four or five little 
loops or picots of thread which gave it a very ornate 
appearance. The style of manufacture is similar to 
that of Alencon. 

The other well-known laces of France—Valenciennes, 
Chantilly, Blonde, and Tulle—are all bobbin laces. 
The first province in France to establish the making of 
pillow lace was Auvergne, and its earliest product, the 
precious gold and silver laces, was largely exported to 
Spain, since the consumption of these rich trimmings in 
that country largely exceeded the home manufacture. 
Even in the face of the fact that many of the inhabitants 
of France depended on this industry for their support, 
they were harassed by sumptuary edicts of the most 
stringent character. 
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Charles 
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In 1639 the Parliament of Toulouse issued a decree 
which the seneschal of Le Puy made known to the 
inhabitants throughout the town at the sound of the 
trumpet. This decree prohibited, under penalty of a 
large fine, “everybody of either sex, quality, or con- 
dition from wearing any sort of lace, whether of silk or 
white thread with glittering passement of gold or silver, 
real or false.” 

It can be imagined into what a desperate condition 
such a foolish move threw the lace-makers of the 
region. They were rescued by the eloquence of a 
Jesuit priest, who prevailed on the Parliament in 1640 
to revoke the decree, and for his good offices the lace- 
makers chose him as their patron saint, and St. 
Francois Régis is still invoked by the lace-workers of 
Auvergne. 

The Aurillac laces of gold and silver were in demand 
at court. A mantle of “Pomt d Aurillac gold and 
silver? belonged to the Prince de Conti, and it was also 
used for veils, sleeves, and guards or bands bordering 
garments. 

Ciruny Lace. The Guipure made at Le Puy and 
an old variety of lace has of late years been called 
Cluny lace. It is a coarse lace with brides or bars, and 
is very effective, particularly when made in black. ‘The 
old patterns were fine and graceful, both in scrolls and 
in floral forms, and there is a certain rich elegance to 
the black lace which makes it seem strange that it has not 
become more popular. The earliest history of this style 
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of lace is entirely lost. It was the trimming called Opus 
Filatorium in ancient times, and then was Opus Arach- 
neum, or Spider Work, in the Middle Ages. Patterns 
for this work filled the pattern-books of the sixteenth 
century, and it was superior to darned netting in having 
wheels, circles, and raised stitches to give it variety. 
While this was a needle lace, its modern namesake is a 
bobbin lace, geometric in character, and following the 
antique patterns more or less closely. 

VALENCIENNES. The name Valenciennes was not 
applied to this lace until the eighteenth century. Its 
first home, at the period when Colbert was superintend- 
ing the lace industry of France, was Le Quesnoy. 
The lace produced there, however, was very unlike that 
into which it ultimately grew, the details of ornamenta- 
tion and of ground passing through different phases. 
Lace has been made in this region, with bobbins, since 
the fifteenth century, when it is said that a worker 
named Chauvin started lace-making. The early styles, 
with small bars or ties, were replaced by different 
grounds, one of the most famous being the “ fond de 
neige’ or snowy ground, formed by little dots regularly 
made between the twisted meshes. The clear open 
ground with the diamond-shaped mesh is of perfect 

regularity. The pattern and mesh are made by the 
BOS same threads, passing through the hands of one worker 
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only. There is no heavier thread for outline as in the (esueuae 
case of Mechlin and some other Flanders lace, and the |gS2ts26%: 
beautiful and durable quality of this lace is one of its ft 


Fay a: 
6B AS Cb. 


J 
fae 


Saco eene 


a AP 


a ws ag, 


Bir. 
ard 


8% Wa 0a 


* 


ae 


i” 
Se ek eS 


ee? eae 
g 7 LM 
A? .% 
Gide, amas 
Me 
BEGE 


SO OUC 


"aS Ma wh 


Se Lr 


Raga Fa ST a 
Es Vien Fad 


Toe, 
Fg A a 
a Fia SI% Bane 
PIER I eG 
ay we, 


ow 


Past Ra 


ye? 4G wr VAG am 
a cuane oh Cae 


SS 
Be 


4 
Paes SANS 


SS ed a 
oh 


Maes 
6 AT al Rl) 


Poetate 


i 


[Nee Ps 


a7 
Bi. SI 


BLM Ls 


eB See 
¥ ’, Dy i hy 
Listy 


ie 


s 

v, 
8 PaaS Fae 4 = ROT A NL 
BWA ne Weds SPA Shasta Weak pS B 


a a TEAS Fa BYR Sobucteds Sictens hacloesietcache 
x PANN LANA ANAS OLAS 
Ce Ras Seay aR eae Sie NAS Noe Rar sm 
ONO SU RRL A DANN ANA Td AN AS 
ONE Sees aede aes KNicsesnieces theron aicicectoiioa ds 
% NU Fe NBS Fs SG BN IS RAL ON Le 


43% SAN ss, 


P, 
RT 


PER At! be on itt be ter bey ter der te 


Bee 20 0° or ot oF ooo Foe 525 "eo See ene a oe ar ie ach 


oe 


bie 


me 


wa 
19 ‘I 
% 


as 
a Fai 
LP) 

Re 

al Past 


x S 
. 
% 
2S 
gy Nek 
, 
2 
Mi 
. 
- 
ss 
%3 
; 
= 
ue 


on 
Re 


ya 
as 2 


& 


SN wactee 
a 


@, 
ee 
Poa Na Ea 6 


33 
rs 


4 
a 
SOO 


a 
ov 

3 
% 


psi 
D 


4 


5 


re ; 


a priate 
EsSs 


33 


Soe 
mee 
ERIN 


INV Sid as) Sede 
HAA IAEA 


_ 


ss! o 
its ‘ese, 
SEES SOS 


a 
gs 


g 


4 aN 
"a 


as 
vais 
oe 
[2 


ts A 
as Pa at a 8M: 


iS 


3 
ae 
4 Aare 


me 
Se ake: 


3 


erat 


He 


> 9 Hs 9 BE UY Ma AT GAN My BVH AN" DEP a Ms 
Ey SMM PVs a ls OG MSs OMS 
ow 2 


cA 


a 
raat 4 
BF Su To BAUS Fas BG AS a AS PaaS Ay aS aSeRA AN 
fa wind Fa aa nas Fa DIPS Esncoen x 
iS Ta Paut GP ete Slee Bictan Bi OAT ie ISAS TT oe sce} 
ETN PE CEST IPT PULL NL el maa RTS Sl CT clea Wee 


Cy, 


in Pen Cn Cony Coby Cony COBY CORY SabY Say GD Cin CaP CTC aPC IC DTC IC RP Se Leen ee TY 
LEME OGLE MG MD OMG DEO OD OOM OOO OOO 


aaa ae 
FRENCH AND SPANISH LACES 


great merits. When the desire for choice laces was at 
its height, the making of this lace in its perfection 
was carried on in the town of Valenciennes, so this 
name was bestowed upon it. Only the lace made 
actually within the town limits was called vrai Valen- 
crennes; that made outside, whether in France or Belgium, 
was called fausse Valenciennes. The Revolution was 
responsible for the disappearance of this industry from 
the town of Valenciennes, and what was French loss 
was Flemish gain. 

The modern Valenciennes is much less ornate and 
elaborate than the old. The French lace owed its 
superiority to the greater number of times the bobbin 
was twisted in forming the mesh, and it was this 
frequent twisting which caused the lace to be so 
costly, since it required so much time to complete 
even one inch. 

Arthur Young, whom we have quoted before, says that 
in 1788 Valenciennes lace about three inches wide, for 
gentlemen’s ruffles, cost about 216 livres ($43) an ell 
(48 inches). Some lace-workers could make but half an 
ell (24 inches) in a year, and the wages were but 20 to 
30 sous a day. Even at such starvation prices there 
were 3,600 workers in the city alone, carrying on their 
labour in dark, damp cellars, since under such conditions 
the thread worked more smoothly. No wonder that 
the trimming of one of Mme Du Barry’s pillow-cases 
cost 487 francs ($97), and that a pair of lappets were 
priced at 1,030 francs ($206). 
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was here that the double ground which characterises SPS 
this lace was evolved and made, in the form of narrow See 
edging laces. ‘The second epoch was that of Guipures : 
of silk, both white and black, the latter being the black 
silk Blonde lace which made Chantilly famous. They 
were not highly esteemed at first, but after they received jag. sea, 


the sanction of the court they became very popular. {fasts 
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The old patterns, in either black or white, are quite [seg ces, cis 
remarkable for the presence of vases or baskets which Sas 
hold flowers, and which are similar to the forms of 
Chantilly pottery made at the same period. Sprays, 
branches, and vines spring from the vases and show to 
admirable advantage upon the clear ground. The 
grenadine silk thread used for the black laces sometimes 
loses its brilliancy in the constant twisting of the 
bobbins, and this has given rise to the idea that this 
lace is sometimes made with an admixture of flax jNarysargs.@4 
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it owes its success, since it is not distinguished by {geetpa% 

beauty of pattern or by any particular artistic merit. ARP f 
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light bobbin lace, early in use and much esteemed even ae: 

before the great Colbert took in hand the lace industries 

of France. Before the middle of the sixteenth century 

it was an important trimming, and was made from fine 

flax bleached and spun in Flanders. It was never made 

more than an inch or two in width, and so light and 


delicate was it that it was a favourite trimming for 
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has suffered from the throes of the Revolution, as well 
as by the demand for costlier laces by the aristocracy. 
There are several small inexpensive laces which have 
been, and to some extent still are, made in France. 
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Much mention is made of it in the contemporary 
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zeus" Same as it was in Spain, and the dress and equipages of 
Ewiezsuescur| the Portuguese nobles were as extravagant, in the eight- 
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During the sixteenth century, when Flanders was {zg 
Spanish territory, the Spaniards learned all that the 
Flemings had to teach in the art of bobbin laces, and of 
twisting and plaiting gold threads. 

The convent laces were, however, chiefly made of 
thread, rich and heavy, and resembling the Gros Points 
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SHS isxs2} middle of the nineteenth century, many of these laces 
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were released and sold. Now were revealed for the first 
time specimens of those rich fabrics on which many a 
nun spent her eyesight and her life, and unfinished pieces jf 
of lace still stitched on their bits of parchment, marked 
with the name of the sister who was expected to make it, 
are parts of the property preserved in the convents. They 
followed the plan of working separate small bits, the 
pieces being afterward joined by a superior worker, but 
the laces are in no way distinctive. These delicate 
laces are not, however, those which suited Spanish 
taste. After the gold and silver laces, which were 
sometimes further enriched by embroideries in colour, 
came the silk lace, both white and black, made in heavy 
patterns on a net ground. 

The gala dress of the Spanish sgnora calls for a white 


Sicoagusceze, lace mantilla, which is not in the least becoming to her 
Ls dark style of beauty. ‘This is made of very heavy silk 
re ah os embroidery on net, or is a heavy bobbin lace with a net 
ie en ground. The black lace mantilla, and lace flounces, two 
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¥ahe4 of which were often mounted upon a skirt of brilliant 
satin, composed the dress of the rich Spanish beauty, 
4, and were of this same heavy lace. The simplest mantilla 
for ordinary occasions was of silk, but this was embel- 
lished by a flounce all around it of hand-wide lace. 

The earliest sumptuary laws of Spain make no 
reference to lace, but Philip III, in 1623, required the 
wearing of simple rebatos, without cut-work or lace, for 
men, and collars and cuffs for women, neither sex being 
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allowed the use of starch. Gold and silver lace was 
especially prohibited, but this prohibition was repealed 
for the period of Prince Charles's visit. Spain was 
long celebrated, and with justice, for the elegance of her GNea he 
silk fabrics and her gold and silver lace, mention of all Pate 
of which is numerous in the French and English inven-  j32pastsus 
tories and Wardrobe Accounts of the period. During 
Queen Elizabeth’s time she had a mantle, in the year 
1587, trimmed with “bobbin lace of Spanish silk,” and 
from this date downward, coats, mantles, petticoats, gh ae ae 
and beds were trimmed with it. A Spaniard, writing PEDIRPRDRLY 
of Barcelona in 1683, says that not only are gold justeacts 
and silver edgings made there, but also those of silk, 
thread, and aloe, “with greater perfection than in : 
Flanders.” dae 
By 1667 so much thread lace was brought into Spain 
from France as well as from Flanders that the duty was 
raised from 25 to 250 reals per pound. ‘This necessitated 
much smuggling, and quantities of lace, under the name 
of “mosquito net,” were brought into Spain via Cadiz, 
and there are records of the seizure of many vessels. 
The gold and silver lace was used for other purposes 
besides cloaks, gowns, and mantles. Banners were 
edged with it; hats were laced with it for servants as 
well as for their masters ; shoes were trimmed with it, as 
also carriages and furniture; and, most curious of all, 
sheets were embellished with it to the depth of several 
inches. The most famous of these metal laces were 
made at Seville, Barcelona, and Valencia. 
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LATE LI.— Henrietta Anna, Duchesse 

@ Orléans (1644-1670). Showing a bertha of 
straiyght-edged lace. An early representation of 
Point de France. 
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gold or silver lace, they present a very tawdry appearance. 

The chief claim which Spain and Portugal have for 
modern lace is for their imitation Chantilly lace, which is [f 
exported in considerable quantities. The black silk lace }¥#¥ 
enriched with coloured silks and gold threads is no longer 
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Part V—English and Irish Lace 
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HE real good of a piece of lace, then, ERD 
you will find, rs that it should show, first, an 
that the designer of it had a pretty fancy; rate 

next, that the maker of it had fine fingers; 
lastly, that the wearer of it has worthiness 
or dignity enough to obtain what is difficult 
to obtain, and common sense enough not to 
wear tt on all occasions.” 
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The earliest English records of the fifteenth and six- 
teenth centuries call this trimming passement and 
dentelle. Mrs. Palliser says that the first mention of 
the word “lace” in any English inventory is in that of 
Sir Thomas L’Estrange of Hunstanton, county of Nor- 
folk, in 1519. There was but a single yard, and it was 
valued at eightpence, “to trim a shirt for hym.” 

All during the first half of the sixteenth century lace 
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appears but sparsely in the inventories and accounts. 
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LATE LII.—Old Honiton, with needle-made 
ground and carnation sprigs. Larly Ligh- 
teenth Century. 
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cut-work and lace, framed by Henry VIII and renewed 
by Queen Mary, were no longer enforced, since the 
Virgin Queen loved too well the gewgaws from France, 
Italy, and Flanders, to deny herself the use of them. 

By this time there were resident in London many ; 
rich and powerful merchants from both Italy and [efshice 
Flanders. One of the most famous was Messer 
Leonardo Frescobaldi, the well-known ‘“ Master Friski- 
ball” of Shakespeare. He was one of the merchant 
princes of the day, and supplied to royalty “damask 
gold,” gilt axes, hand guns, and other merchandise. 

Cardinal Wolsey, who turned to advantage every 
instrument that came to his hand, besides buying the 
rich Venetian goods, used these merchants in various 
ways, as news-gatherers, messengers, etc. Some of aise: 
thenr married English women and became English PSP 
subjects, having thus exceptional advantages for selling 
the “ Venys laces of riche gold,” and those also jewelled. 

Rich dresses were worn on all occasions. When the 
unfortunate Earl of Arundel, who was tried for high 
treason in 1589 because he expressed his joy “ when the 
Spanish Armada entered the Channel,” appeared before 
the jury of twenty-five peers at Westminster, he was 
clad in a “wrought velvet gown, furred with martins, 
laid about with gold lace, and fastened with gold 
buttons.” Another prisoner of the Tower, the Earl of }s 
Essex, went to the block in 1597 in a wrought velvet ee 
gown and a small ruff, which latter he put off before js 
kneeling to receive the fatal stroke. 
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« Bone lace,” so often mentioned in the inventory of 
Queen Elizabeth, and even in that of her predecessor, 
signified a bobbin lace, since bits of bones from various 
animals and birds were used as bobbins and as pins 
around which the lace was woven. 

The fashion of garments during the period of Henry 
VII1 and of Mary precluded the use of much lace even if 
it could be obtained, since they were so slashed and cut, 
puffed and jagged, and covered with flat braids of metal 
or silk, that there was little room for anything else. 
The Elizabethan ruff, which was introduced from 
France about 1560, was made of the finest drawn-work 
and edged with lace of geometric pattern but of great 
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from their betters by ordering that the next apprentice 
so caught should be publicly whipped in the hall of the 
Guild to which he belonged. 

A contemporary, speaking of the gowns of the period, 
says of them: 
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BERS hE ‘Some are of silk, some of velvet, some of grograin, some of 
taffeta, some of scarlet, and some of fine cloth of 10, 20 or 40 
shillings the yard. Butif the whole garment be not of silk or velvet, 
then the same must be layed with lace two or three fingers broad ag ras 
all over the gown; or if lace is not fine enough for them, he says, PRN 
they must be decorated with broad gardes of velvet edged with |as%saae% 
lace.” 
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So much for feminine attire. 

By 1595 the peasecod-bellied doublet was quilted and 
stuffed with four, five, or six pounds of bombast, the 
exterior being of satin, silk, velvet, camlet, gold, or silver 
stuff, “slashed, jagged, cut, carved, pinched, and laced 
with all kinds of costly lace of divers and sundry colours.” 

Gascoigne, who about 1570 wrote his “ Satire on the 
Court Ladies,” gives them credit for unbridled folly in 
copying men’s clothes : 
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“Women masking in men’s weeds, 
With Dutchkin doublets, and with jerkins jagged, 
With Spanish spangs and ruffles set out of France, 
With high-copt hats and feathers flaunt-a-flaunt,”— ym 
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—and many other extravagances beside. 

Jasper Mayne, who wrote some comedies illustrative 
of city manners in the time of Charles I, also wrote 
some poems. He was archdeacon of Chichester, and, as 
might be expected, had little sympathy with the 
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Aprons were an article of feminine attire upon which 
lavish work was employed, drawn-work alternating with 
strips of sheer muslin, and the whole bordered by wide 
needle lace of the finest patterns. 

The apron was used by the highest and lowest rank ae Na 
alike, and was so much a part of stately dress that even " 
the poets noted them. In 1596 Stephen Gosson wrote 
of them thus: ae 


“These aprons white of finest thread, DY 
So choicelie tide, so dearlie bought, A oK 
So finelie fringed, so nicely spred, ¥ 
So quaintly cut, so richly wrought ; 

Were they in arke to save their cotes, 
They need not cost so many grotes.” 
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Quite a number of the effigies in Westminster Abbey, 
which give such a good idea of contemporary costumes, 
show beautiful aprons edged and guarded with lace, some 
dated from 1641, showing how many years this fashion 
continued. 

During the reign of William III they became quite an 
indispensable article of dress. They were at that time 
small and very short, and trimmed all around with edg- 
ing lace. ‘The lady’s apron at the time of Queen Anne 
was exceedingly rich, since besides being largely com- 
posed of needlework it was also decorated with gold lace 
and spangles. 

Besides the personal use of lace it was used for bed 
and table linen, and in the accounts of the Darrell ee 
(1589) mention is made of curtains of ‘“‘ Wedmoll lace, 
rings, curtain-rods, and making, 18s.” 
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THE “LACE BOOK 


There is still to be seen in Anne Hathaway’s cottage 
at Stratford-on-Avon a linen chest containing, among 
other things, a linen sheet with a strip of cut-work down 
the middle, with pillow-cases to match. These are 
marked “EK. H.,” and are said always to have been used 
by the Hathaway family on special occasions, such as 
births, deaths, and marriages. Many of the old English 
families are proud of similar linen which has been in use 
two or three centuries and carefully preserved. 

Laces were sold in England, as well as on the Con- 
tinent, by travelling merchants who went from one town 
to another. They were also sold at the various fairs, 
which were such important occasions in the early history 
of England. At one of these fairs, held in the chapel of 
St. Etheldreda (or St. Audrey, as she was more often 
called), daughter of King Auna, who established the 
Abbey of Ely, lace of a coarse quality was sold which 
became known as “'T'awdry lace.” Shakespeare mentions 
it in “Twelfth Night,” and from it has no doubt come 
our word “tawdry,” signifying something showy and 
coarse. 

In an old play written in 1607, called “ Lingua ; or, 
the Combat of the Tongue and the Five Senses for 
Superiority,” is given a list of many of the articles of a 
lady’s wardrobe. So many things made or trimmed 
with lace are enumerated that we give an extract. One 
of the characters says: 

“Five hours ago I set a dozen maids to attire a boy like a nice 
gentlewoman, but there is such a doing with their looking-glasses, 
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LATE LITT.—An unusually wide and beauti- 
ful piece of bobbin-made Buckinghamshire lace. 
Lighteenth Century. 
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ENGLISH AND IRISH LACE 


pinning, unpinning ; setting, unsetting ; formings and conformings ; 
painting of blue veins and cheske Such a stir with sticks, combs, 
cascanets, dressings, purls, fall- “squares, busks, bodices, scarfs, neck- 
laces, carcanets, rabatoes, borders, tires, fans, palisadoes, puffs, cuffs, 
ruffs, muffs, pusles, fosies: partlets, fringlets, bandlets, fillets, cors- 
lets, pendulets, amulets, annulets, brncnices and so many lets [2.e. 
stops], that she is scarce dressed to the girdle, and now there is 
such a calling for fardingales, kirtles, busk-points, shoe-ties, and 
the like, that seven peddlers’ shops, nay, all Stourbridge fair, will 
scarcely furnish her.” 


In a comedy of the same period, called “ Eastward 
Hoe!” one character says to her sister : 
* Do you wear your quoif with a London ticket, your stamen 


peticoat with two guards, the buffen gown with tuftaffetie cap and 
velvet lace.” 


By 1640 the hood and fardingale appear, and dress for 
both men and women is distinguished by its rich ornate 
sleeves and elegant falling collar. 

The wearing of the periwig crossed the water from 
France about 1645, as the Grand Monarch had started 
the fashton, and the lace collar gave place to the jabot, or 
laced band. The English term for this article was neck- 
cloth or cravat, and the edging was rich Brussels or 
Flanders lace. 

The ceremonial life of English royalty was always a 
subject of grave moment. The procession through the 
city to Westminster at the coronation of a monarch has 
always been, even down to our own day, a spectacle }§ 
where the greatest magnificence and taste were displayed. 
We have the words of a contemporary to describe that 
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THE LACE BOOK 


1661. After giving the order of the procession, the 
positions of the nobility, the great officers of state, the 
royal household, the principal gentry of the kmngdom, 
etc., he goes on to say: 


“It were in vain to attempt to describe this solemnity; it was so 
far from being utterable that it was almost inconceivable ; and much 
wonder it caused to outlandish persons, who were acquainted with 
our late troubles and confusions, how it was possible for the English 
to appear in so rich and stately a manner, for it is incredible to 
think what costly clothes were worn that day; the cloaks could 
hardly be seen what silk or satin they were made of, for the gold and 
silver laces and embroidery that were laid upon them: besides the 
inestimable value and treasure of diamonds, pearls, and other jewels, 
worn upon their backs and in their hats; to omit the sumptuous 
and rich liveries of their pages and foot-men; the numerousness of 
these liveries and their orderly march ; as also the stately equipage 
of the esquires attending each ear] by his horse’s side; so that all 
the world that saw it Fould not but confess that what they had seen 
before was but solemn mummery to the most august, noble, and true 
glories of this great day. Even the vaunting French confessed 
Suse pomps of the late marriage with the Infanta of Spain, at 
their Majesties’ entrance into Paris, to be inferior in state, gallan- 
try, and riches to this most glorious cavalcade from the Tower.” 


Charles II himself on this auspicious occasion wore a 
robe or sort of surplice of fine lawn trimmed with 
Flanders lace at eighteen shillings the yard. This, too, 
in face of the fact that he had issued a proclamation 
enforcing an act of his father prohibiting the entry into 
the Kingdom of foreign bone lace. 

The next year, 1662, another Act was passed, pro- 
hibiting bone lace cut-work and passements; all foreign 
bone lace being forfeited, and a penalty of £100 ($500) 
to be paid by the offender. 


PMS EE EAC WZ) 
eae os acta 


ANG oo Map GAD SO TSIAT he ley 
atts cea ota ere et terial 

ay "aa a EOS Dore 

34 eof os ehantus tars Drax SAS OANA St 


ON 
gous 7 


Oe 


a Bey 


an 3 
SIA 


as Wa. 


% M 
DIR 
Fait. Man8 Mg 
PRI ORLY 


SIN NI Bd 


ae 


ape 
“asWaa 


BRAS a RMN 
CANN! 


WG 


eS 
TNL 


Tone 


Bee 


as, Hy 


e 


occ 


Fea wR eee 48 
| me 


oF < 5 
Ss Gbe| 2 EY a a TR 
be aD 
ess 


Petey 


4h ‘y 


AD 


WAL Wi 
S 


rats iM 


Pooriccnrcs 


4 af 
Cee 
o 
Bags 


aoe 


ae 


Or 
ds 


BS: 


WY a Fa BSW oS 
LP} ov 


rae 
z 


in ome x 
ISL WSLETS 
act? 


"See FS% 
SS 
Pee eSe 


ne 
oe 
& 


ES: 
iF th 
ee PP A 
Ly BLEW 


SE 


a 
Sy 


*, 


Co 
"ese! 


ESS: 


a Fa eg em 
ata MN 
SE. 


4) 


a? 
eT 
CST 


fee 


A ATS. 


is whit” 


SOOO 
Sess 


y2°9%o"0 
ESS 


NZS De 
vi f 


8; es pene 
oe 


z Par ae = = ay 


ENGLISH AND IRISH LACE 
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The King, however, and the royal family seem to 
“a 28 


have considered themselves exempt from such stringent eeewz#ze% 
laws, and the curious Latin of the Great Wardrobe 


Accounts are rich in items of lace both from Flanders  (grsis 
t's a's 


“s 


and Venice, to trim the King’s cravats, shirts, pillow- 
beres, tooth and toilet cloths. 

The dignity of the nation was upheld by its ambas- 
sadors abroad, whose dress, as well as that of their : 
household, was very magnificent. Lady Fanshawe |psigistaicé 

: : ae - ¥ 
gives the following description of her husband’s costume 
on a state occasion at Madrid in October, 1644, when [EasSEE"2 


SRD EN 
he was ambassador. She says that he was— Bhan 


NAA RIAN 


—‘ dressed in a very rich suit of clothes of a dark fillemonte Varetenss 
brocade, laced with silver and gold lace, nine laces, every one s 
as broad as my hand, and a little silver and gold laid between 
x be them, both of very curious workmanship. His suit was trimmed 
saetee with scarlet taffety ribbon, his stockings of white silk upon long 
5 scarlet silk ones; his shoes black with scarlet shoe-strings and 
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ei Se e| black beaver buttoned on the left side with a jewel valued at as 
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laces worn by the ladies of the court, his own expendi- 
tures, and what Mrs. Pepys was able to get from him 
for her own wear, and many other references to the 
modes as, for example : 


Bue aug Pete 
a pitta The comparative moderation of the Commonwealth Gk 
ee arn produced, as was natural, a revulsion in favour of Benda 
Scud one ,| unlimited extravagance, and no one chronicles it more rn Pict, 
Bees See) pleasingly than Pepys. His diary for 1662 records the |My 
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“ Went with my wife, by coach, to the New Exchange, to buy 
her some things; where we saw some new fashion pettycoats of 
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sarcenett, with a black broad lace printed round the bottom and 
before, very handsome.” 


He has for himself a “ white suit with silver lace to his 
coat.” Pepys was never quite satisfied if his things did 
not show for their full value, and one of the entries in 
his diary, recording that he and his wife went to church, 
says: 


“ My wife had on her new petticoat that she bought yesterday, 
which indeed is a very fine cloth and a very fine lace; but that 
being of a light colour and the lace all silver, it makes no great 
show.” 


He heard that the King (Charles II) rode in the Park, 
so he went to see him. 


“By and by the King and Queene, who looked in this dress, a 
white laced waistcoate and a crimson short petticoat, and her hair 
dressed a la negligence, mighty pretty ; and the King rode hand in 
hand with her.” 


On another occasion he takes his wife to drive in the 
Park for the first time in a coach of their own: 


“My wife extraordinary fine, with her flowered tabby gown 
that she made two years ago, now laced exceeding pretty.” 


With this desire for lace reaching through all classes, 
of course many women, Mrs. Pepys among the number, 
made it with more or less success for themselves. 
Pattern-books were scarce and came high, and from this 
need of patterns for domestic work came the samplers, 
or “Sam cloths,” as they were called. Fifty years before 
the time of Mrs. Pepys there is mention of samplers. 
In Chappell’s “ Popular Music of the Olden Time” it is 
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LATE LIV.— A. Devonshire Trolly lace. 
B. Bedfordshire ** Baby lace.” C. Bucking- 
hamshire Trolly lace. All are bobbin laces. 
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HE LACE BOOK 


“ Look well to what you take in hand, 
For larnin is better than house or land, 
When land is gone and money spent, 
Then larnin is most excellent.” 


A sampler made by Mary Saunders was “ wrought in 
the ninth year of her age, one thousand seven hundred 
and seventeen,”—the above in the finest stitchery, 
and with a quantity of patterns, also with a “magic 
square” filled with numbers. 

Like most old things, samplers have had a remarkable 
rise in price during the past few years. Very large 
sums have been given for even mediocre examples. At 
a recent sale at Sotheby’s £8 ($40) was given for a 
sampler in good condition, dated 1679, while one less 
perfect brought £6 4s ($31). 

While it is true that lace was made in England, 
indeed in London itself, during the sixteenth and seven- 
teenth centuries, and that the manufacture extended 
over an area which included the counties of Dorset, 
Hampshire, Hertfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Bedford- 
shire, Oxford, and Devon, it was only foreign laces 
which were worn at court and by men and women 
alike. ‘The making of lace never seems to have become 
an important staple in any part of England, and in 
many counties where once the industry flourished there 
are now no traces left of it. 

The laces of England, chiefly bobbin-made, are said 
to have been taught to English workers by the in- 
dustrious Flemings. Certain it is that the old patterns 
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were of the graceful flowing designs which are dis- 
tinctly Flemish. English Trolly lace, an early make, 
closely resembles the same named lace of Flemish 
make. Many ofthe Flemings who fled from the per- 
secutions of Alva settled in the neighbouring counties of 
Bedford, Bucks, and Northampton, and pursued their 
craft, soit is no wonder that the lace of these three counties 
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puearasceuse] with a net ground and flat pattern, as are many Flemish 

BS eORES a i} bobbin laces. ‘The women and children were not the 4#%saa4s 
Btahica hee only workers at lace. Berkeley, in his “ Word to the es 
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re = e 4 Caw 
Bane Ne 4) pictures of English thrift : Seana nes 
(sn an i REGS 
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evenings working at their different manufactures of wool, flax, or [S2RQ arg 
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door with a cushion before him, making bone-lace.” 


The - peasant might weave the lace, but it can be 
imagined that the fabric made by the toil-worn fingers 
of labourers could not be comparable with that woven 
by the trained and delicate fingers of women. So the 
court still wore foreign lace. 

In the reign of William and Mary, about 1702, there 
were several changes in costume. The full ornamental 
sleeve gave place to a tight one, but at the elbow there 
was a full fall of lace in the form of ruffles or lappets. 
The hair was built up on cushions and surmounted 
by an erection of lace and ribbons arranged in tiers, and 
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(pPl4tE LV.—A. English bobbin-made lace. 
Seventeenth Century. B. Honiton. Bobbin- 
made. Middle of the Nineteenth Century. 
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“dressed pillow” with, say, 300 or 400 bobbins, a very 
gay affair. 

The wedding trousseau of Queen Victoria was 
trimmed with English laces only, and this set such a 
fashion for their use that the market could not be 
supplied, and the prices paid were fabulous. The 
patterns were most jealously guarded, and each village 
and sometimes separate families were noted for their 
particular designs, which could not be obtained else- 
where. Such laces as these were what were used on 
Queen Victoria’s body linen. Her coronation gown 
was of white satin with a deep flounce of Honiton lace, 
and with trimmings of the same lace on elbow sleeves 
and about the low neck. Her mantle was of cloth of 
gold trimmed with bullion fringe and enriched with 
the rose, the thistle, and other significant emblems. 
This cloth of gold is woven in one town in England. 
The present Queen’s mantle was made there also. Queen 
Victoria's wedding dress was composed entirely of 
Honiton lace, and was made in the small fishing village 
of Beers. It cost £1,000 ($5,000) and after the dress 
was made the patterns were destroyed. Royalty has 
done all it could to promote the use of this lace, and the 
wedding dresses of the Princess Alice and of Queen 
Alexandra were of Honiton also, the pattern of the 
latter showing the design of the Prince of Wales’s 
feathers and ferns. 

The county of Devon is the seat of the handsomest 
and most important of all English laces. Before the 
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making of bone lace, which is so frequently mentioned 
in early lace records, laces made with the needle had 3% 
been fabricated. It is a matter of legend rather than [qas"tce 
of history that bobbin lace was introduced into England 

by Dutch refugees somewhere about 1568. Be this as 
it may, there are no traces, in Queen Elizabeth’s volum- 
inous records, of Honiton lace, and the earliest mention 
of it is in 1620, by Westcote, who wrote a pamphlet 
called “ View of Devon,” and speaks of “bone lace 
much in request, being made at Honiton and Brad- 
ninch.” 

Forty years later English lace was more in demand. 
Foreign as well as the home markets bought it, and in 
1660 an ordinance was issued in France that some mark [¥228%38 
should be attached to thread lace made in England, as 
well as to that made in Flanders. 

England was very well pleased that her thread lace 
should be a staple in the market, since it cost but a 
little to buy the necessary material, and children and 
weakly persons could be ultilized in its manufacture. 
The importation of foreign laces was never encouraged, 
but in 1698 it was proposed to repeal some of the 
prohibitions against them. ‘This aroused those in- 
terested in the buying and selling of English lace, and 
they drew up and sent to the House of Commons a Pay 
petition which gives a very clear idea as to how important 
the manufacture of home laces had become. 

After speaking of the manufacture of bone lace as 
“ancient ” the petition goes on to say that heretofore 
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was the more disastrous, and was always known in the 
annals of the town as the “Great Fire.” Three years 
before this, in 1753, a Mrs. Lydia Maynard won a prize 
of fifteen guineas offered by the Anti-Gallican Society 
for the encouragement of lace-makers. She exhibited 
six pairs of ladies’ lappets, which were said to be of 
“unprecedented beauty.” The Honiton lace was also 
the widest lace made in England. 
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PAREN great an improvement is made that way that in Buckinghamshire, 
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Pe Pek G the highest prized lace they used to make was about eight shillings 
aexezensee\ ner yard, and now they make lace there of above thirty shillings 
aNeune per yard, and in Dorsetshire and Devonshire they now make lace 
ro - * 

Srasucess! worth six pound per yard.” 

OG PS Past = ‘ . . 

YE ALS “The Lace Manufacture in England is the greatest, next to 
HGRA ede aes| the woollen, and maintains a multitude of People which otherwise 
BDAY DRO the Parishes must, and that would soon prove a heavy burthen, even to 

asad ies those concerned in the Woollen Manufacture. On the Resolution 

é 2Po Se . . . . . . 

cee estae which shall be taken in this affair depends the Well-being, or ruin 

oe bl 3 °° . . ‘ ar) 

easieae of numerous families in this Country. 

teas eat The number of people quoted as getting their living 

iS % OS 5 s B 4 , 

Susueses| 10 Honiton by this industry was 1,341. The little town 

YTS TS BE Ss > 3 f 

argacees| Of Honiton was twice destroyed by fire, first in the year 

Biseguons eee ; 

parwceze’| 1756, and again in 1767. The first of these two fires 


ESE NC NAAN 
d 


Bees 


Fas 
Pele Tcl 
ra aS 


Ne) 


OG 
PL VIZ VOIR 


eT ic Tel 


ie) 


eat FS oa BF 
NANI ES 


y 
NWA 4 
as 
at sg. 
CY 
ol 
"4 
S 


Pn 

+ 

5a 

NANA Nie 
DINO N DINEE CA 


PTGS BMS Mo VIN 
CVI Ng 
Nigsecy Ke ° 
Fy ai a 
EAD Dy ee 


ta 
SANA AN 
PR AURA 


SIT ENIAC, 
Fog Wa aa 


Sy "aaa 
NAGS Fao 
veces C as 

Ki i’ Tyee) 
ris Mae OM: 
NK aa 
er 
1% S ANS 
|Paa 5? Ma'Os Kea 
SENNA 
Ha Saad 8 Hi 
Dany * 
RD R Fs 
NAN 

79 

Bt 

a's 

no oN 

AINA 

RAN 

ASL 

aS Fa FRM aS "a WM a8 Panton) 
Fa SA's MIS S 


“e 
0a oe 


re 


- 
s TA e. 
VINIATINU WI 
Me Bab Se % 
Mes Mais Ma 
NIA x, i 
Ta Aa 
Si% 9 PMS 
AVY 


S 
"4 
fs 
SJ ve 

32 Bis BV 

Seeceee 


Bae 


Lena 
b-) 
Fi 
sa 
oS 
Tes 


VAN WANTANL KN 
NIA NI) y OKI Nana op TN see 
oe re Ham aha sabe ees 
o% % i) T7408 “aff u y Ae IE ic ie NING INI A NL 
ROK 35 5% 05 S 9 eM oD DD KD 4S aH MS "EMAC aS DROID DD WA a 5 
y. vy, OTT TN 4 oS Ma + Coe tage TS Pe) es Dye he Te oc Nis iS An apraa eed LY Ley be 
LINN Ty 8 4 es at Pit ees ek ek ae eee WTA Mei Cteny Sten 
BGG CY SAS 958% oS PAIS T a SG oP Fn IS ABEND Pn PEM 09 nf OT Ma PMY Ma oN Va oS Ma GG a BEM 9 IMG AS MS aH aM Hench Pay te x 
TAN a VAS PALI OLS MAN VII TMA OMS PIS MS SPIN VEIN UE CMAN a VANS WALA a ed a VPRO PRAY NVA Ta SON Me 
SCONE AA So NDS te ts TOI LT Sa, RA eS eonies AS FANS aS GS Va SIGN TAS “aan Ca "aid Sep DI NN NaN. hess 
DIN eSATA AI ANAS AN ANI AN 4 RANTS AN Rie Dieta eee Maat Was DRE Ht : 
mae BAS Ma BE TG 2° Pa BETAS a BE ZAAS Pa NY VAS Ma MAAS Pa’ Baad PANNA’ Va bee 
SIAR ANION IS TS SIT 
BESTS Mo I NR ich 
ARTO ASL PPR RS AS 
AS Fa NPR a a BELG BS Fa BG aN Ca NM AY VG a Moa BONG AT Ma foo 
aS asa 8 Sana ota BAIA RIANA CU ts 
'." seats’ * re rae! 0 | % 
BONO BOTS: n@, ; =fo 


LATE LVI.—Irish crochet lace. Nineteenth 
Century. 
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ENGLISH AND IRISH LACE 


While the earlier Devonshire laces followed those of 
other countries in their gradual development, they took 
as models the beautiful pattern of the Gros Points of 
Venice and made an imitation of them with bobbins. 
Honiton lace as we know it, is, however, a direct 
growth from Brussels lace, where the sprigs were 
made separately and then woven into the net ground. 
England could not produce the exquisite thread that 
was necessary to make this lace of required fineness, and 
was indebted to Flanders for this precious flax. 

The ground of the Honiton Guipure is formed of 
brides, while in the finest old Honiton the ground is 
worked with a needle, which of course greatly increases 
the cost. 

The bobbin Honiton net was also extremely costly, 
being made of Flanders thread costing as much as £90 
($450) a pound, and in strips about two inches wide. 
The way this net was paid for was curious, since the 
worker’‘laid it out on a counter and received for pay- 
ment as many shillings as would cover it. This was 
the ground alone, so that a Honiton veil or large piece 
like a shawl would be valued at a hundred guineas 
or more. A favourite pattern was the butterfly and 
acorn, which was copied from a very popular design of 
Point d Angleterre. 

The French Revolution, besides paralyzing the 
making of lace in France had a disastrous effect on 
its manufacture in England. The two wars with 
America still further worked havoc, and the revival 
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of the classic style in dress was also against it. But 
the worst blow of all was the invention of machinery 
to make net, which dates from 1768. In the years 
1808 and 1809 an Englishman named John Heathcoat, 
of Nottingham, obtained patents for machines to make 
bobbin net, which laid the foundation for the successful 
making of machine-made lace. A few years later 
(1813), John Leavers still further improved these 
machines, and his inventions are still in use. 

Joseph Marie Jacquard, a Frenchman of Lyons, in- 
vented a marvellous machine for the weaving of silk, 
for which he finally obtained recognition, and before he 
died, in 1834, he had the satisfaction of seeing it in 
general use. Part of his apparatus applied to lace net 
machines has enabled manufacturers to weave all sorts 
of patterns in imitation of hand-made lace. Still 
further improvement by another Frenchman has re- 
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ENGLISH AND IRISH LACE 


ve 


£ 
Wea 

% 

ue 


i 
% 
as 


ws 


% 

ae 

: peat, 
S77 
ars 
ouer 


4 


7 


i 
ce, 
ie 
at Cae. 
Fas 


wee 
“.* 2 
ea 
OT 2 . 
* 
ae 
Pi 
a 


oa 
ibs 

ol oN 
ga: 
Sage 


ERT 
77 
a 
@ 
at Gi 


ape 
p28 
y 


If they all chose to have lace, too, if it ceases to be a price, 
it pesos does it not, only a cobweb ?” 


4 


Varieties of English Lace 


Honiron Lace. Of all English laces this has been 
the most esteemed and the most costly, as well as the 
most beautiful. It is a bobbin lace, with a bride bobbin 
ground, or with a net bobbin ground or, in rare cases, 
with a net needle ground. 

From the early days of lace-making in England, about 
Queen Elizabeth’s time, lace was made in Honiton, the 
coarse bone or bobbin laces as well! as the more expensive 
laces of gold and silver. Not only were there the original 
English workers with their primitive methods and pat- 
terns, but in the sixteenth century there came many 
Flemish refugees, bringing with them superior facility 
and new patterns of sprigs and fillings which their 
neighbours soon learned to copy. The name “ Honiton” 
had not. then been applied to the laces from this place ; 
but they were called Bath Brussels lace, no doubt on 
account of the Flemish workers and because the method 
of manufacture is similar. 

It has been mentioned elsewhere that the making of 
the Honiton pillow-made ground, once so famous, has 
become a lost art, and the beautiful sprigs which were 
once applied to it, either by being worked or sewed into 
it, are now put on machine-made net or connected by 
needle or bobbin brides. 

Modern Honiton is not so beautiful as the old, 


189 


oPo ea eta navare’ 
oe Lge x 


; Se See Se A NIA I a Ae Si BSS aS aS AS RNY 
Dk a ON Sa mire oe Ripe UN iS Ma iS TRS 9 MS pO Bi. 
aN a! NM "2 MO 49S" ie kt aS ai 9% 
EWA TMS SM as 


Be 5 tai Bad a0 Vs 


z 


% oboe ie 
BK) Si ea 


8a as SSA 0D BG aN BE YY SIG 

Ty Bongo aaeoe 
i] ah SEATS A TS 

eats PR UAT SL US Co SE etted Kets 


 Ae% 


a 


a See 


Yaw 


oA ae SE § As 
aH oes 


ams o 
ARIA 


a. Tole] 


&. 
as aS a ad 


n nae? nites 
Fa Mais PON 


STAAL es 


is! 
7S 


bead 
b TSirISh- 
110) Me 


SS Ta) 
NL LARS -Y 


PAN OCIS ny 
‘aS 


A aS ai 


oa Rig a 8 


= 


RRS ays Bea ee 
WS) PAE AR 


ee 
= jars “< 
eS 

is Se Ow Aiea 


As WY 


i 


yy 
AN Fa Ma 


= 
Oye) a-ak] 
445 x 


See 


7 


VIN ie SiN) 


7 


2 ass 


LD NT 
PTS INI A ell 
Fa Seats aw 
la ANN 


%S NG 
i, oe wy 
NN Ge oe 
eee 


> ae ae ABMS "ANG 9 YS Po kon z Seid y 
BS 25 i eT Zs) ees r a as aS R ts 
ENON A 5 FEM 0 Pa IM a3 My SM oF Pape elenenatioas Dit] settee ee Sey 7% OO NMS GS A4ch A 0D aA "0% 
e. ¥ d SS LN Gs OP OPI FN Ns Fi SES ULES aS Boo LT an Mae 4 Panda Ya 5? SON 
oe Ne ee ition Wiel oeers napeshwesns a Fa 74 Fan Tab 4S Va SEMA aT Ye ra bE No RED DIGS DDI DIS 
a] LK Ye Maa MB Ms SMAI 2A OS ae? CORAL ROS) Wei SSL ANTS WL eI OD ALT SICREIDI CAIN 
cen aS sae Phd RS ted cticloes ted PBB AS aE aS a BEANS Za BEANS COATS "a AS Ma NT A Pn RS og CORK Na i 
eaaan a8 a EA a: 6 OEE a aS tat FEE AIR BUSAN NTS A ANS aI AN SM SAM. a ONG @: 
s 0° He Pe Dee See Pa PP Te PE tas Pan” % 
ge eet ten gen aut NA SANS SSA aie SIC Os Masts Sen hia 
Do CADE S Paha aS Mahe aS Ma WAN Py NEHA ASM Des Diet Nee 
7g Mash PNA NS 


ae ore 
ms 27 Sh eb ; 
ae 5 
Na eee of 
sees ICED S88 nee ; 
Stee COORD a oaaet 
abe So : Ses eh ¥ 
: mee enok ee ree ‘a: 
Sos cated the ee 
sec ces in See fue tee 
ee “oon K nod are eps EDK 4 
, Ses woelel Ue interes ‘igs d ie 
ia pies OD EB f in sp! use ee 
scars a a LX. s ‘ 4 N ves Pt 
Reich OM LAC reel . ey ee and ig gy 
res eSEha OO va ty tt e me ees Lp 
asa O30 IE vl rie a ac he Roses eg 
za OC ue eae the p  eoade Dee 
ea “Ag or n ae YR RY 
ah <— n fine ) 1 fro S. Seat? eee! 
ON cayAe gy e fox ‘ ly re Reass ad g:: 
% Me Se be a SS a re d a Ni a ees: a 
ates A OS S d ars ti ge oy WwW m AN Siam eae 
ce eee ale aga Be i 
iat ; there lace, iy aking ta ae ae ae eo 
ey aS : PS Cc he A lee rai * 
Sens is I la e le O t b- oD Pee BB: 
zat hough f th ifty © and ae ie: lied e oe ith bo t ce 
ae pcs ee soineek cane iets en He 
: ass ae npla ets the pat tae low rchm nd ARK 
: mi BKK at O O a Oo } a a i Phan Sy 
i a ones Yr m m WwW n n - S 1 p d ok an i 
genes: neta w m oO a he is ap d ired, r a : 
Bi ae Z oO oO th n is t n re Ir O REDE an 
Pak aN n Cc 4 iatio 1S re oO u es es; ane eK 
: ae re as la E tu de, olo d itch Ww I renee Bie 
naan re we ’ rec UR fac a c lace tit TO Si ae RSH 
ae uty Pp UIP nu m on f s ar’ t sates ‘<N “3 
ae cate ea f ap G a re d O dle n eC date = fi 
i ies b re) N r m ios a te iece e ly ff EN : 
oe : ck TOD Its rig bas 1€ ne me hee sat oie: 
ae la ONI nd sp re he p ith tre iE cee ee 
oan ora H t, ar the a f the Ww ex f ONE ae: 
: aS ’ , ey re) in de oe ists oO tas Sodas Nes Hi 
a seas duc fter th ¢ d a edg st oo 
x3 aeal p le in-m e Sl by tm es ma zi 
i seats 4 pro A rse, sha fil in on on cone "a ee 
: palais 2 Dn. ou he ig bb n Is, ¢ ade f Ok Rd 
i cont la inc eke i bo sO sels, ee ue ; aes i 
Hoe fie Oe om ee cies f Brus ton pig ee 
cence: r c ic it ) de, n hr were 3 
ate eis pate ets Pec ae ° ie eat 
: eet P eG eme it etty th d-m Tau eay a shir ee st 
aeee S S, Ww r ike an H d ns ] ay me de 
- Res g es d pre li h e te O a Se Re z 
% it lin p n I th n ev su Nt ee oui e:) 
cay the s al ihe cee Deeg ef aut E 
% 66 Pp or icate IQ m O . m in The rer kK sees 1a 
b ids lic PL for on 18S e Ww eed F ee 
ie. brai de AP net, omm spr > mad ton. and ade oe 
3 ee is par aes d to ost ¢ hread ge se Fe ma ee we Dae ee 
By LY RDI 1 lie m iE re c t ce. BY ria 
Bt DRE Ho p he 1 ite € m bla ha = ee Ree 
Sa mys ace ap T rhi SW fro ith et. t han Si RA € 
ate RAN ios Ww ce it kn as Cc : ee , 
ee rg ine. e, ik la ing Ww il 'y n in aes as 
Ba Heras sp in rs Ik me Ww S av ha d cet a 
Pay es h ee aes de e Se 
8 Hee mac of Hae, m ae pil ae 0) ee ie oe ee 
. am KE e in aw wes Ne es 
: wate “| was, ut t on chi Be re sh ieces siete, es 
& Ree oe as o ade e oH lace, of rae nm ular. er pie as a et | 
3: pa n e m ne, : t Ces, d ¥ =k 
ae the b me to beaut arisen ry 0 mao 
BS Pay ios a ide ve O m J" 
. Pe OM rg re i Ce, id as int e ah #4 
selea sp nsfer ding a la in w ‘ieee dei sam Ex ay ie: 
eae tra xcee Spani ade Nie 6) a the ee ae Dy a 
= % Best .% =F ae DAS a fh «| 
cea . m a s oe Rone a ei 
: STA n Ss S le a S ee Bess ™ Soe Fs Sab ‘ 
ae eet sate ppet See : 
: wae tilly. a ae san aoe Se 
a uaaies p iT e ve Rees one Baie ; a Se 
ie SA € Sl if eae ae: ¥ > Re 
ee oe larg ck s ba aes pe ee nhs 
pie Bla s like ee ae a 
oe d bit ae Rate 
esas oan AN - onic SP aSY a0 aro S708 % 2 SMS 
Es PR aS an 0 Ses ae Se eK 
i ae 19 Se Sr. ute Bk eee 
SOs EPS eso nae See % ee * 
ee Shs tae Seon “ashi 
se pace sok oe 8 ee 
: Ue ¥ verge oe sereae 
: ae Biles sae 
oe % # es "asm 
iG ie Bogs paar 
eee 
sees eee? 
wx 4 DAD oe 
DRS 
a8 


RG 


J 


Laas 
SE 


LATE LVII.—Limerick Appliqué lace. Lawn, 
on machine-made net (1840 ). 
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to the making of the white thread laces. 

DevonsHirE Laces. Next to Honiton, Trolly lace 
was the best known of all the laces made in Devonshire. 
None of the lace made here seems to have been an 
original growth, except Honiton, since the Trolly lace 
was copied from Flemish lace of the same name, and 
Point d Angleterre, as a certain variety of Brussels lace 
was called, was also successfully copied in Devon. In 
this, as in the Honiton, the sprigs were made first, and 
the bobbin-net ground worked in around them. By the 
middle of the eighteenth century the Devonshire workers 
could rival their Flemish instructors, and present as 
beautiful specimens of this lace, with as great variety in 
fillings of fancy stitchings, as if it had been made by 
nimble Flemish fingers in Brussels itself. 

Beside these expensive laces, quantities of narrow and 
coarser laces were made in Devon also, something in 
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ig character like the modern Torchon. 

ENS te The Trolly lace is distinguished by having a heavier 

Pak wyeete'| looking thread in various parts of the pattern. This is 

eens Hes always made by twisting the threads of the bobbins to- 

ae gether, never by the introduction of a coarser thread. 
Eaece.onss| Lhe making of this lace has seriously declined, cheap 
asi.3! machine laces taking its place. 
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Raeen and open, and in it are introduced sprigs, leaves, and dots, [§3% 

Be not unlike those of old Mechlin, while the patterns them- 

ges selves are flowers, scrolls, and medallions ornamented 

me with numerous different fillings and grounds. The soft- if 

Bas : ness of the lace is one of its chief charms; and, although 

Bee the lace suffered a decline, by 1884 a number of fine y 

ss specimens made from old patterns were exhibited in f 

a London, and there is enough demand to occupy a limited 

ae number of workers. 

ae NorTHAMPTONSHIRE Lace. In this county the laces 


chosen for reproduction were of the type known as 
Valenciennes, made now chiefly in Holland and Eng- jggstpaste 
land. The oldest laces made here, besides the fausse KOK 

Valenciennes, were copies of the old Flemish designs, 
some of them even having the fine old Brussels ground, 
which was known as “point” ground. This referred 
only to the fineness and clearness of the ground, not 
to the fact that it was made with a needle, since, like 
all other, English laces, that of Northamptonshire was 
made with bobbins. Sometimes the ground was made 
by men, the delicate pattern with its twisted bobbin 
cordonnet being worked in by the more skilful fingers 


oa Ug a Fe 


a FANG Ma x 
NM Pa % 


Pere YT oN 


Ent 
a> “a 


aa a 
Pa 
+e 


PAY BITE PERRI TO 


at ar At one time about the middle of the nineteenth cen- [ER Aep Smeg 
pee tury all these laces found a good market in America and gareaatt, 03 
Suu England’s colonies. The market has declined with the Rests: 
isieserysees| advent of pretty and durable machine laces, and it is only /esetasetia: 


+ 
eT 
cs 
B17) 


Sooo: 


ase tee by constant encouragement that the workers at hand- |ges2ggs 


wuausus’ss)| made laces can be kept at their pillows. AA 
VIAN aw hacad 


7 
Ty 
us 
5 
Me 
ns 
SIAN ASI 


5 LN NAM NIAC ANIVIN 
s PDEA 13 193 RLY Stes 
LSS OWN AYO SVN GS 
BS IN e INL Sans) “ SARC TY 


NITY 


NIDA ISAC TSI sa ISIS a Pale so POL TST SB PSY say PSY ch SS TSI TAS TSN 2 Ie NTN 
Ie 3 = J ts a ae rr 4 a 4 = s ib a 5S 
pe INS NYA ATR I Mech a AN MAS Ss AIS ASG AB ING Es OVEN OES Ss IMs MLSs LAN MAI y VAN" 
z SE IRD OE 4 Seta SIE a Ss Ned Hes ede Sib Sie apie SCE oS SZ a ry Nid 
(S35 HG OE A DI TS OA OSS OST omaad Fa AO VA AN MA A 0 VS a Mas : Mansa 
Seay TD NIT TOMA 5 TSP ZT a EST Sy Pade we 3 POL oe TB on ss SE aS Bia fe IS SI si \ oe Ae a 
OCG OLE SRN 5 OO VAS AN OVI LIS DAIS Os OVS a PI SMG 0 nok "7 ast co AST, MINTY SMCs A 

a "aN Sn pT cies i in ES oa ST a FI $B SE a SIE 5 Bi 1h; Sabra ap igs ooeae abe ee ae cee oe w% 

SMT PT Ne OT eT RT AN 4 IS OAS ASA Ly rsa Fa iP AS OPT PMNS ACIS OMAN RS 


“si © pg 
my V 3 
SO eo eT he PAT ch IT Pd so hey a PS a Pane cae Sed Se SK ed Bg 7% ae %an Mo Si IE ah AACN 
i? Di eet 2% PERE ee ee ee ee TT ETO Die eta Mera eae SORE DISI 
RS A a Te Ts na a ZS a Ne Nice Bet Dictate eric ee 9% 9% 
A o Lela 
y, 


"a 


see) Kee Re ee aie EE a i 
. 


4 
USANA ANAS 


750% ad Pa 
8% 


Ro Ss Nictsa a 
Os Is Sead 


EERE ER LE) 


a. 
38 
rs 


0s nie A] & Os 
a reatih. as < “| 3 taper " 
co ape aane 3e35: aes 
— Li ttey cee LEK Sia ae 
a pe: a epee ua 
ee a i 
eae es = 
eneateg ts ane 
aaeceee as e eee 
ry a Ce ‘a rs 4 es be ie 
é catceaee ey : 
ee —— eee 
ee - cone heels Hee 
he 155 LACE s Bere Be: 
pee EN pes SS 3 The the ace cane 
= SENG beware : 5 on stag O ee 3 
ro aaa: THE ce le up ious d int neue 
ducks naatag a r ane 4 
Rt Sua Yr x . ’ ses. fa wha’ 3 : si 
an a S she ough ally ee histor re By 
‘ eae a hr fin re f a Ai Paes 
ENE ly t el O Y year +e 
scenes se d he Ww e cha Z 
go lo se S n ter lac pes ce 
qo e ce ace ae 
ea ee ee Hetiag ie uch ie ee 
iS 4 x “ 
5 ass een ork t nee is a wm coun ie inet : : 
ren XE O -W a e ho t oe 
ae aN GE d, ut Th ed ate e i DTS ae 
pars Fo lan d Cc ne to n ine nt SPY ANY = 
peste : S tu Sl € PSE See : 
\ Nak ; ne ng an ce he a for s ee vs eee ty 
& eG za E - la v b aes ns, r by rs Sn 
Ke Saser f wn of ith m u tio of ee Beng 
SI Ya pea O a ° 1 du ie a : ined ee 3 
GaSe a a dr ng Ww , a n ie is n f % Nee i ee 
cea of maki orks cle is eland. of Pye Sep : ate ie. 
ean an Bite 
ae atiae he AA ra Ir ry st l Ss r gu <e ae 
3 Pysee rt at) o in isto 0 ta e fo caus ee 
as fin 1S 1 hi m n th ied ish tis iy 
pease 5 to th de e of € ile die Iris era Nes ei 
* AND ile a ac e mam hi eagaeegs oe R 
ue whi pe reverse ae slouly es el 
zene tu ed, e th u ds tu Br ray Roe = 
eH ac de the acq lan en f W satis mae 
aad ae n ng Cc O e AE x 
oe race ce nats one la a : 
; RTA ner 5 1e ha in ich imi 1 Oo x= a “BIS a8 
eae, aun S O € mye a EES I 
ae : ne f and ffort he eig nt im ga x ing k- oe 
geract os far h, € ic lle ur rl be or PR wee 
i) owt ies of le of xce €nco is eee he Ne hie Ks) ; 
ans gr ae n. idd ie ts thi 1 t fate Ree 
Ne cual tu : tio 1 very 10 fi : ies, in O es [2 
eink cen ia em V tric O iti 5 ad 
ea e wr SX ee th ke a ng nt en. rm m 
sens r t a t p ari a ildr fo 0 th 
eee apP ou om en Ca u hi er als ake 
ee Ab ble t ard nd w less ns Cc impl was inete di- : 
nae ea her ga or d t he s ities e nl this in : 
eae ; : 
fiat wer and makin eater d. om on t uanti of oe - und i 8 
pend aN ce, he mi gr lan u dq le iliti 0 le. .’ = 
ae a} la t in rk t ite idd ibi st Phe es 
ae ves ma ae aa ae ee eee ie Trees ees : 
474 wants fe) t e € S f u O Nd HH 
estat ate as fr se lac 1 h t O S Is eee ie: 
pane Mi d e r arly to en ble is a Pasha a3 
NS Seay Ne te er ilve e e nv : ery By 1S 4 $ 
Lak Anes or Ww il ill n k Te) er) erin Dy a: 
pais Pp uses and s t eee awo the Pie m nsid ut it PN a 
SDK He ho Id no lan as i h co b ei @: 
Sie Sh Go as re it w eo it ies, son See 
ioe oh it w t I O, om w ieti Se ees ee $i 
sus atta but i tha n, be for s ade vari re <2 eine a: 
i aie: ry The : Pe SE sere ‘a a 
ean) tu ib lie Ww bin eee Sa fi 
Se Ya : n re no b ae aK rai a 
Md rs Mee ce ion. af € bo eS > RDI Hi 
PRE cto ustr : lac d 3 : meus Qe 21] 
ORE S ind 1S an DES 
tae this t Gace ne : 
: ae No n a 
aD ae h os 
a bot ae 
nen Pe EOE 
Seer, ee LAS rated 
s ane aug % Oe 
Bay 1 HY eae. 
Bay s ei : as ee 
Bid Ly AS x x 7% os ) 7 abe 
2 ie Te AG <hSe 
é os athe 
fs coe ne 
mai Rene oe 
es oe. 
See fees 
ee = 
= Na aN MES 
Sek ns 


aoe 
ok 


re ena Ex 


3 
ae 


ag 


VIZ 
iba Bia: 


“ 


OO OTIS ISL: FAIS) Ton eo 

Y rao Oa 7 YAS Zp DRG WN Kea Fr : gS Seg AN aS Me 

q) a's SES Yt Raa ies) AoE EIN sie - 

AS FD Sd OP iy ¢ Q loc LY aX a BIED WN Me ORS aS 

OTS CULTS PS EN SUNS) CT 3 y yeu ches ONS DIN PU] 
as Ese pian iconic ae bicox tice ®. Weise ts Mm, : EH OD Fa Re uF Ga BY 
UPI PIS Pu eta ROT ole nel Vues oe) q ARTS ska! 


¥ 
Ay Tal 5S 
4 Fa BP a 

Fo RIG 


NIA  Pra eR t, 


GOSS NA Na ha Be RS SA? age RP ENG DNA ENNIS PIER GN SN PR 
LGM LG GG DLW YL LD DK PD OO OOOO OOOO OO 
ENGLISH AND IRISH LACE 


Se 


Aw a pM 


"a 


e/T! 


crocheted in beautiful patterns with thread of either 
cream-colour or white, showing knotted as well as raised 
Guipure, in Greek and Spanish patterns. 

Drawn- and cut-work are also made in different coun- 
ties, and at the beginning of the twentieth century 
Ireland is successfully making seven kinds of lace, 
namely: crochet, flat needle point, raised needle point, mit 
embroidery on net, cut-work, drawn-work in old Italian {¢g2438 
style, and bobbin laces. 

Unfortunately some of the choicest of these laces lose 
in effect from the poor quality of the thread used, since it 
is almost impossible to get it of pure flax, and an admix- 
ture of cotton makes it work up thick and fluffy. Flax a 
is grown in Ireland in considerable quantity, and the jftariea 
spinning of the thread has long been a matter of ma- 
chinery, so that with encouragement we may expect to 
see Ireland assume a place in this industry which she 
never held in earlier times, while richer countries lose 
their dearly bought pre-eminence. The choicest lace is 
that made at Youghal, and half a dozen other places, in 
imitation of Brussels lace. It is called — 

IrntsH Point. This lace is made entirely with the 
needle in many cases, the different sprigs being united 
by needle-point bars. Sometimes the sprigs are mounted 
upon machine-made net, being carefully sewed to it so 
that the net can be cut away behind the pattern, giving 
a light and delicate appearance. In Kenmare, County 
Kerry, much of this lace is made at the Convent of the 
Poor Clares, and it is somewhat superior in quality to {gx 
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THE LACE BOOK 


that made at Youghal, since great care is taken to have 
the thread entirely flax. The Guipure from this county 
is particularly fine. 

An imitation of the old Venetian Point is made very 
successfully at New Ross, the heavy old Rose-Point 
patterns being copied with the greatest care. Indeed, 
some of these designs are reproduced in a marvellous 
manner with the crochet-needle, the nuns of the Car- 
melite Convent at New Ross being very proficient. 

CarrickMacross Lace is also an adaptation from 
another country, and is made in both Guipure and ap- 
plied patterns. The Guipure is almost cut-work upon 
fine lawn, in which the pattern is traced and worked 
around or closely overcast, the intermediate bits of cloth 
cut away, and the spaces filled in with various fancy 
stitches. This work has not the solidity of the old cut- 
work made on coarse linen with heavy threads or silk. 
To compete with the machine-made trimmings, it must 
be sold at not too great a price, and so too much time 
cannot be spent upon it. The Appliqué is made on net, 
as previously described. 

Limerick Lace is a combination, too, of cut-work 
and embroidery, and hardly comes under our definition 
of lace. Since 1829 this work has been made, though 
it has suffered at various times from loss of workers by 
emigration and other causes. As Lady Vere and Lady 
Arabella Denny were patron saints to the lace-workers 
of other counties, Charles Walker was the good genius 
who brought Limerick lace to perfection. There are 
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LATE LVII.—A. Point de Gaze. Modern 

Brussels needle point. Nineteenth Century. 
B. Point d’Alencgon. Nineteenth Century. Made 
in Venice. 
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ENGLISH AND IRISH LACE 


three styles of this trimming made, the most beautiful 
being Tambour, in which the patterns are embroidered 
and worked upon machine-made net. 

There is also a revival of the old-time Lacis, in which 
the pattern is run with a heavy thread into a coarse 
net, and which is called “run lace.” 

Appliqué is a fine cambric laid over lace, with the 
pattern of the design run or stitched down, and the 
background then cut away so as to show the lace net 
through. 
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Charles II, 107, 175, 176, 178. 

Charles V, 90. 

Charles, Prince, 19, 21, 22, 23. 

Charlotte, Queen, 27. 

Chesterfield, Lady, 28. 

China, 87. 

Christie’s, 77, 78, 107, 108, 147, 148. 

Church of Rome, 6, 7, 8, 9. 

Cing-Mars, 30. 

Clement XIII, 8. 

Cloaks, 19, 25. 

Clouet, J., 74, 117. 

Cluny lace, 136, 151. 

Colbert, 32, 33, 117, 122, 123, 125, 
2 7eelZ Shed o4neloon 142 elo Loy 
159. 

Colberteen, 156, 157, 182. 

Commode, 182. 

Cordonnet, 61, 146, 193. 

Couronnes, 61. 

“ Courriers de la Mode,” 35. 

Courtot, Baroness de, 40. 

Coventry blue, 10. 

Cravats, 23, 24, 175. 

Crochet, 195. 

“ Crown lace,” 14. 

“ Crowns,” 61. 

Cromwell, 23. 

Cuffs, 126. 

“ Curiosities of Literature,” 20. 

Cut-work, 23, 59, 69, 195. 


D’Abrantés, Duchesse, 112. 
Dentelle, 5, 157, 168. 
Dentelliére, 188. 

Dentelle Fuseau, 157. 
Dentelle de Fil, 157. 
Devonshire lace, 187, 191. 
Dieppe Point, 157. 
D’Israeli, 20. 
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Drake, Sir Wm., 78, 148. 
Drawn-work, 58, 194, 195. 

Du Barry, Mdme, 36, 96, 135, 153. 
Ducat, 73. 

Duchesse lace, 113. 

Dutch, 5. 


ECCLESIASTICAL GARMENTS, 6, 7, 8, 9. 

Edict of Nantes, Revocation of, 100, 
142, 

Edward IV, 12. 

Elizabethan ruff, 170. 

Elizabeth, Queen, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 
15, 16, 17, 19, 91, 162. 

Encaje, 5. 

Bngagéants, 126. 

England, 9, 10, 12, 18, 21, 26, 28, 35, 
60, 90, 95, 96. 

English and Irish lace, 167-197. 

“ English thread,” 167. 

Engrélure, 130. 

Eugénie, Empress, 140, 147. 

ad ste, Beatrice, 65, 73. 

ad’ Este, Isabella, 35. 

@Estrées, Gabrielle, 116, 120. 

“ Extraordinary expenses,” 19. 


“ FALLING BANDS,” 20, 21, 22. 

Ferrara, 73. 

Flanders, 5, 9, 15, 23, 24, 25, 30, 31, 
32,035) 30,0005 615.895 OU OS Oc. 
98, 103, 160, 162, 175, 176, 182. 

Flanders’ Point, 105. 

Flat needle point, 195. 

Flax, 88. 

Flemish lace, 87-113. 

Fleur volantes, 61. 

Florence, 63, 65, 67, 74. 

Flounces, 130. 

Foelix, O., 68. 
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“ Fontange,” 126, 127, 132. 

Brance, 6, 9; 17, 28; 32,338, 35, 38) 
60, 68, 69, 70, 74, 75, 82, 93, 100, 
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Francis II, 74. 

French laces, 117-158. 

Frescobaldi, Messer, 169. 
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GALANTS, 121. 

George III, 26, 27, 28. 

Geneva bands, 

Genoa, 5, 32, 63, 74, 129. 

Genoa lace, 82. 

Germany, 60. 

Ghent, 100. 

Ghirlandajo, 63. 

Gilbert, Mdme, 32, 122, 145. 

Glen, Jean de, 89. 

Gold Jace, 12, 17, 18, 24, 25, 31, 32, 
62, 63, 64, 65, 72, 74, 136, 142, 150, 
151, 162, 163, 194. 

Gorgias, 117. 

Gothic period, 6. 
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Prince Imperial, 141. 
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Renaissance, 32, 34, 59, 65, 72, 79. 

Renda, 5. 
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